


To begin with, ...

What's An Archives
?

People seem more familiar with archival concepts
now, than when I began my career.

In an earlier location a I had to 15 spell my last
name, then my profession when I phoned people.

(I haven’t had to do that in a while.)



And a local merchant routinely sent me an invoice addressed to the, . . .

STATE
ARCHIBIST



Now Kathy, & Mother Goose & Grimm mention archives now &
then & I haven’t been asked to talk about the buildings I design
for quite a while.

Yet there seems to be a lot of
vagueness in peoples’ minds,

& today [ want to try to
=) provide some clarification,
o || ] particularly as it applies to
1 mtmw:s;:w_J | my own job at the Alaska
w8 WEEEEEES)  State Archives.
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The standard Archives Glossary definition of
archives is either,

1) Permanently valuable records, or

2) The place where permanent records are kept.

And an archivist is a person who works with or
takes care of permanent records.

But I once saw archivist listed in a book about
rare & unusual jobs.

So what do regular people think about when
they think of archives?
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The Place?



Jeremy

The People
! |

teve
Valerie & Tania




Courtesy National Archives via Woodrow Wilson Library

The Collections
?
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Treadwell Collection; Alaska State Library Historical C.: ollections




Do they think about the Process?



And Who
Creates
Archives

Important historical people?

Great Leaders & Statesmen ?
Organizational Officers & Officials ?



And Who Uses Archives ?

People in Suits?

‘J
Genealogists? (courtesy
http://jimandleuvenia.blogspot.com/)

[s There Anything About Archives That Might Involve Me

9

Public Officials ?



And Heavens to Betsy!

And what must
government
archives be

like?

What must government archives be like?



Probably just a dull collection of

facts & government statistics!

They probably
don’t involve me
very much.




Personally after 40 years working in federal, state, municipal
& county government archives I haven’t found it so. We'd

like to share a bit about why government archives involve
regular people, & especially show off the Alaska State

Archives.

If you're an Alaskan the State Archives is more relevant to
you than you may think, for an important reason. Whether
we like it or not, government today has a hand in nearly
everything that’s done.

[ was thinking about this recently & decided to create a map,
based on my knowledge & experience, of locations the
Alaska State Archives documents in some way.

[ scanned a state map outline & marked all of the areas our
records touch on, in 1 way or another in yellow . I'd like to
share it with you now.
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I'd like to illustrate how we cover the State, by showing a little from 6 particular topics
that regularly involve regular people, & that our collection illustrates very well:

Communities
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Cooper Landing Baseball Game, ca. 1980

COMMUNITIES

This is a baseball came at Cooper Landing about 1980. That log building in the
background is the Cooper Landing Community Hall, so [ assume that area in the
foreground is more or less a city park. It appears to be autumn & the weather

looks kind of crisp. Perhaps this is a Labor Day event.

A Cooper Landing local historian came into the Archives one day. I showed her
the image & she began to name the people in the picture.



Alaska state agencies work & create records about their work in
communities throughout Alaska. They aren’t local government records
~ we let local communities care for their own records. But State
agencies often create geographic or community files that document
their labors in communities all over Alaska, & a few agencies have
offices in particular cities.

Sometimes we get materials from the Alaska Pioneer Homes; former
resident files for example. When a resident dies unable to reimburse
the State for care, the Home can claim personal effects to offset costs.
We don’t get a lot of these, but when we do they’re usually intriguing.

Several years ago I found a family photo album among boxes the Sitka
Home sent. I emailed them & asked, where did it come from? Home
staff replied

We don’t know.
We just found it in one of our closets
& decided it was best to send it to you.



Pioneer Home Family Photo Album

The album is a very interesting document of the early 20" Century in Southeast

Alaska. A Norwegian American Family apparently created it. They migrated through
Cherbourg & New York & eventually came to Alaska. The family made its living in
Juneau, Thane & elsewhere, with a herring saltrey & pile driver, & there’s an image of
a Thane shoe repair shop. We uploaded several images, to our webpage & asked, can
you identify these? Contact Larry.

Among images we put up was this family group. & two Scandinavian towns.
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There are photos of a number of local people, including Richard Harris’ descendants
(left), & the man on the right, Harry Rexroth, riding the Juneau-Douglas ferry Alma,
before the bridge was built. Harry’s grandnephew contacted us & sent a copy of his
military record. I discovered an interesting Alaskan ‘pioneer’.

Harry was well known & well liked in Juneau during the early 20 Century. He
volunteered for the ambulance corps during World War I. I believe his health was
permanently affected, yet while in France he won the French Legion of Merit.

Mr. & Mrs. John Harris
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Family Group

And that family portrait? I'm still uncertain, but the
best response we received is that it's probably an
official portrait the Norwegian royal family. Another
image is labeled Kron Prins Olav. The boy in the
titled image is several years younger than the older
boy in the unidentified family group. But the two
look very much alike.




Sometimes our collection is
best understood not in
isolation,
but ~ as it should be ~
In concert with other
archives.



Here’s an image from Territorial Governor’s Correspondence
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Record Group 101 Office of the Territorial Governor; Series 727 Correspondence, 1919-1933

Opening day of Juneau's baseball season May 7, 1933. You have the 2 teams, marching bands, & spectators. And if
you look carefully you see 3 men in particular ~ the man in the fedora near the middle of the picture, the tall thin
man on his right, & the elderly man in the flat cap on the extreme left. Who are they?



Well there’s a companion image. Its Juneau’s mayor ~ sorry, it was an

election year. Juneau had 2 mayors that year & I don’t know which mayor
this is. The Governor is John Troy who had only recently arrived.
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Record Group 101 Office of the Territorial Governor; Series 727 Correspondence, 1919-1933

And the 3 person? The nattily dressed elderly man on the right is identified
simply as Dolly. Who was Dolly? I didn’t have any idea for about 10 years.



Then I was at Centennial Hall, looking at those big Juneau history wall posters.
& in the lower right corner of one poster I saw this image, credited to the
Alaska State Library Historical Collections. It's the same man, Dolly Gray on his
wedding day, June 5 1908.
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Alaska State Library Historical Collections

I searched for more information & found Dolly’s obit. Dolly Gray is another of
Juneau’s forgotten ‘pioneers’. He arrived in Juneau in the 1880s, long before the
Klondike Gold Rush, & he stayed. He was well known & well liked & was even

mayor for a while.



Alaska Geographic Names Board

Record Group 342 .S'tate GeOgraphIC Board Serles 960 G'eograph1cname
nominations

Sitka’s Tribute to One of it’s Citizens

George Harley Longenbaugh, MD
(Courtesy of Dee Longenbaugh)

Hmmm. An image of a mountain. What mountain?

The Alaska Geographic Names Board is an official state agency whose job is to review proposed names for geographic
features & recommend them to the United States Geographic Names Board. Unapproved names can’t appear on official
published maps.

This image is taken from the Board’s Mt. Longenbaugh file. Mt. Longenbaugh is near Sitka. People in Sitka wanted to honor
George Longenbaugh, MD, who arrived in 1963 as chief of surgery at Mt. Edgecumbe Bone & Joint Clinic. He & his family
moved to Sitka about 1967 ~ where family members still live ~ when Dr. Longenbaugh took over the practice of Dr. Philip
Moore another well known Alaskan medical man.



So archives can bring a community into focus for you. This is a map of
Arctic Village that identifies where families live & organizations are

located. The brown version is in our collection. The other I prepared, based
on the original.
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Here a few similar maps:
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Record Group 314 Alaska Development Board, Series 53 Subject
Files, 1945-1959

The Territory of Alaska set up the Alaska Development Board late in its existence,
to work toward Statehood. The board gathered information about, & encouraged
developing commerce, business & tourism. Among the things the Board collected
is this birch bark card from Manley Hot Springs. It’s an ordinary greeting card ~

except for the facts that :
it's handmade,

it's made of birch bark;
itincludes an original watercolor &

The lure of the land had gripped

cover art .
& a poem (for sorts) about Alaskan him
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. interior water color & poem
letter to Governor Gruening

Besides the basic card there’s a brief note addressed to Governor Gruening & a birch bark envelope.



Matanuska Colony Photo Album |

Here are images that highlight at least 2
Alaskan communities. They're from our
Matanuska Colony images; people boarding
the train in Anchorage; a father & child; & the
camp near Palmer.

The first image illustrates another important
Alaskan issue ~ transportation. Rail travel is
very important in Alaska. It built our largest
city.



Alaska Marine Highway System Foundation File

Yet water travel is probably more important. We have the old Division of Highways Alaska
Marine Highway System development file. We'll talk about the other marine
transportation element, the fishing industry later.
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Record Group 306 Alaska Road Commission; Series 1380 Maps & Drawings, 1905-1957

And we have Alaska Road Commission Maps & drawing that document highway development.
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Aviation

And that brings us to what is perhaps the most popular way to travel in Alaska ~ by air!

Most of our communities still can only be reached by air or water. We travel by every type & on
every size aircraft available. We're the only state with more or less local air connections to the
Russian Far East ~ even if most of us can’t see Russia from our houses.

Peninsula Airways. ca. 1975 (In the file this image is labeled Meeting the Fishing Fleet)



King Cove-Snowmobile
Transfer-White Sheet

Cold Bay (probable) Medivac
Patient Loading

GRU-GOOSE-UNGA ¢ 80

C85 on Floats  —

These images aren’t from the Division of Avi:ation, altheugh
we have Aviation Division material ~ notably small
medium size airport construction & maintenance files.
These are from a set of slides the Governor’s Washington DC
Office. They include images of airports & aerial views of
towns & villages across the State.



Here’s another image of an aircraft, which also shows how
communities & travel systems of interconnect across
Alaska. Just an ordinary light plane that could have been
photographed virtually anywhere in Alaska at any time
from 1940 until now. But what is it about?




Token by [home of ogent] Auoust 2, 1961 kel Field [home of owner] plone.
Imuwaled in bootlegoing ligquor to Chignilk Boy.

Here is the image with its caption. This was photographed
at Merrill Field in Anchorage in 1961. The pilot also owned
an upscale Anchorage restaurant & during the fishing
season he was taking part of his liquor stock, flying it to
Bristol Bay, then ferrying it by boat to sell illegally to the
fishing fleet.




Alcohol

o L b o o o

The Alaska Alcoholic Beverage Control Board

Until 1955 liquor licenses outside incorporated towns ~ i.e., most of the Territory ~ were granted by
the local court. Then as the Territory moved closer to statehood a number of territorial government
executive branch agencies developed. One was the A/laska Alcoholic Beverage Control Board.

The files are very interesting. When you bought or sold a liquor business you bought or sold not the
establishment, but the license. So it’s possible to trace comparative growth & relationships among
businesses within a community. There are also files about work & recreation camps, restaurants,
trading posts, & grocery stores. And highway & rail mile posts, the Alaska Railroad Club Car, &
passenger & tourist ships.



You can also learn about people in Alaska’s liquor trade. Until [ examined the records I
hadn’t considered that for some people this is a vocation & you can track their work
history.

And since there are occasional investigation reports, there’s information about the illegal
side of community life; bootlegging, prostitution & gambling.

This series has a personal connection for me. In 1963-1964, [ was a high school junior &
my father was pastor of the Baptist Church in North Pole. We lived three miles away at
Twelve Mile. My school bus stop was the Twelve Mile Dancing Barn, the only business in
town, located where the community street met the Richardson Highway.

That was all I knew about the Dancing Barn at the time, but in the Alcoholic Beverage
Control Board licensing records I found the Twelve Mile Dancing Barn file & learned

somewhat about my neighbors.

Most ABC license records are text; applications, petitions, evaluations, license copies,
inspection & investigation reports, & correspondence. But there are a few images as well.
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Here's a place mat, I believe, from the Board of Trade
Bar in Nome; apart from Wyatt Earp’s Dexter Saloon
perhaps the best known watering hold in Nome.



Mama Martha’s House of Shish Kabob in Anchorage (which may or may not have been approved).
There aren’t many architectural images in the series but the ones that are are clues to what
people thought was attractive or impressive during the era.




My goodness! What ‘s this?
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This is Benny s Paradise. Benny’s was established in Indian, near Anchorage during the late
1950s. Over a period of about a year in the early 1960s Benny's moved successively up the
Seward Highway. It's final location was along the Highway in what is now South Anchorage.
Then it suddenly burned to the ground.



Here’s a September 7, 1959 document; a
letter from Alaskd s Ski Capital. The
Girdwood Community Club discusses a
liquor license for the new Mt. Alyeska ski

GIRDWOOD COMMUNITY CLUB™-

lift- i HAlaska’s Ski C’a,bifo['
Girdwood, Alaska
Obtaining a liquor license was an involved o et N
process, which included asking the area AUcHATNS Bevaraae: Contrel. Bavta L% es
ER-
community for it’s opinion. SRS L S 2 @ 92
Juneau, “lasks 2 ,_;’ .&a
® =%
I remember seeing a letter from Rev. Bob Dsar ¥, Davias S "
A I L Our erganizetion is anticipating a méner lecal beem due te the
Palmer Of Spenard’ Ob]eCtlng to thlS Or realizatien of the first phase of the ski 1ift facllities en
another llcense request’ 8" there are long Mt. Alyeska which will be operatienal this winter, The geal
A - . d 4 ef the promotien of this meuntain was twe feld: te develepe
llStS Of petltloners Ob]eCtlng tO proposed 8 majer ski area on an extremely well sulted mountain; and
li(:EEIlE;EEE;. te attract ether business, supplementing the skl area, te builld
the valley into & majer center fer yesr-areund teurlsm.
It WaS all part Of the System. 8 lt’S The past menth our greup met te discuss the concern we have
understandable. FOI‘ many peOple alcohol i‘n reference te new applicatiens fer liquer licenses in this area,.
We knew that 1t wlll be necessary fer the ledge at Wt. Alyeska
Spells dlsaster. te have a license, The Cirdwood Community Club ask your consider-

atien fer the apppmval of thelr present appllicatien fer & Resd

Heuse License,

We envisien many businesses amsseclated with skling, tourism,

and general services te the public te be started in the valley
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And speaking of disasters State Government is, of course,
deeply involved in disaster response.



Exxon Valdez Oil Spill

P 4, \<r i / There are the big disasters, like
: g the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill.

The State Archives currently is
preparing Department of Law Oil
Spill Litigation records for public
access. [ found these images
recently as [ appraised some
litigation records.

Good Friday 1989 L £ e
Prince William Sound Alaska s & e

; ey An ed Our Waters With {01 BReS
e Our Cllp »neth Over <= Record Group 91 Alaska Department of Law Civil Division; Series 708 Exxon Valdez Oil
i : Spill Litigation Records

Fish Hatchery
Record Group 1 Office of the Governor ; Series 801 Exxon Valdez Oil
Spill Records; Governor’s Slide Collection, 1989-1990

Cordova Protest: We ve Been Slimed
These images are from the
Governor’s 0Oil Spill slides,
created onsite while
remediation was in progress.



And the Good Friday Earthquake, March 27, 1964.

In the rest of the country if you ask Baby Boomers about the pivotal event in their adolescence you ask,
can you remember what you were doing when you heard about the Kennedy assassination? That
occurred November 22, 1963. But in Alaska you move forward four months & ask do you remember

the March 27 1964 Good Friday Earthquake? AR BRARAAANRR Y

prone. There are regular
disasters all over the State.
One of my favorite series is
our microfiche Division of
Emergency Management
disaster files that detail
many disasters, large &
small, natural & man-made,
In communities across
Alaska ca. 1970-1990.

Since it’s a microfiche series
it’s difficult to show images
in this PowerPoint
presentation. But here are
some smaller disasters that
come from other series:




TAPS Pump Number 2
Spill, 1970




A Kwethluk Flood, ca. 1975




Fort Yukon
Flood

The Fort Yukon Flood is
kind of unique. Very little
seems to have been written
about it. Yet there are at
least 35 images in our file.
If you're interested in
pursuing this research topic
please contact us.

'i‘l.‘ i = e
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And Fort Yukon images
lead us to our next
topic



Education -

Record Group 117

Commissioner of Education;

Series 2 School District
Correspondence, 1916-1961;
Commissioner’s School
Photographs. ca. 1929-1970

How does the State Archives collection
reflect Alaska’s care for its most
precious resource ~ our children? ,
The Fort Yukon images come from the
Commissioner of Education School Photographs.
This series has about 400 images of schools &

children. The earliest is Juneau'’s school bus of
the 1920s, which I'm glad I didn’t have to ride.

But the best covered period is 1950-1970, the

very important Post World War II growth era, e
when Alaska metamorphosed from an DLET Vicw ELEMENT ALY, Fnchoreze - 257 B8

underprivileged foreign dependency & joined the
sovereign statehood. One of the series’ strengths
is on-base schools that developed near
Anchorage & Fairbanks.

: ___.——-—'='—’ e . i A,Jﬂ__ - .
Ladd-McKintey Elementary School 1953 s e : g -



Kaltag Children
Gather Around
an Aircraft, 1954

Here’s an image from the Commissioner’s
school photographs that I especially like.
The gray version is the original photo. The
blue version I created for a State Archives
report we distributed at an Alaska
Historical Society-Museums Alaska
meeting.

I like the Kaltag image because there are
phantom kids. Can you count them? How
many are there? Most people count 14 or
15 but there are 17 children in the image.
Three seem to fade in & out of the shadows.




This image also appeals to me because I've James G. King, who lives in Juneau & was in the audience three
times when [ showed the picture. Mr. King was part of the flight crew & was present when this photograph
was created.

[ assumed this was mail plane day, a very important event in Bush communities. But Jim King told me he
was taking beaver surveys along the Kaltag River when he needed to land. And all these kids just came
running up (probably they thought the mail plane had arrived) so / took this picture.

Jim was an Alaska Game Commission Agent, who learned to fly in this 4 seat, Piper Pacer N702. He supplied
this additional image of himself with the aircraft & the following details:

Phdt(; By Ray Woolford, US e T ¥ courtesy of 0TS King

Ray Woolford, Fairbanks U S Fish & Wildlife Service Agent in Charge took this image. New pilots had to log 100
hours before they could fly under more experienced Agents. Jim worked under Woolford & was authorized
April 20, 1954. Woolford retired about 1970 & died a few years later. Fish & Wildlife Service in Alaska was
rebuilding after World War Il & had mostly Army surplus planes. The agency started buying Pacers &

Supercubs about 1953. Pilots could manage them in extremely cold weather.

In those years beaver were recovering from near extermination in the lawless early 20th Century. Trappers
were limited to 10 pelts per year & before the end of April a FWS Agent inspected & must place a metal seal
on their skins, so Fish & Wildlife agents were busy in April, going from village to village.

Planes landed on the river in front of villages & kids would come swarming down to stand in the wind behind,
& sometimes agents had candy, so they liked to have us come. The image is in Jim’s book, Attending Alaska’s
Birds.



The companion School District Correspondence contains the Commissioner’s interaction with all local school boards
& districts for 43 years, 1917 -1960. Information is detailed & reflects community activities & attitudes about issues

pleasant and unpleasant. Here are a few items I gleaned from 17 folders of Valdez school district records.
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American Education Week  Y/3]dez School District, —

as Pronldeot of the Valdeg School Board I wish o adfress you om a mabject

PROGRAM
Under Joint Auspices of

Valdez P.T.A.and American Legion

FRIDAY, NOV. 21, F. 0. E. HALL, 8:00 P. M.

1. Music: Orchestra
2, CHORUS: Primary Group
e i VOCAL 80LO: Dr. J. L. Bulkley
“Bedouin Love Song” Hawley
(#) ADDRESS Hon. A. J, Dimond
“The Constitution—The Bulwark of Democ-
racy and Happiness,"
4. CHORUS:
6. MUSIC: *Alaska" The Syncopaters
(b) ADDRESS Capt, L, C. Parsons
“The U. 8. Flag is the Living Symbal of the
Tdesls snd Institutiong of our Country™
‘6. PIANO BOLO: Mias Lillian Sehmidt
“Hunting Song." Mendelssohn

Upper Group

7. READING Conrad Gaiser
“The School House and the Tlag”
(o) ADDRESS WU N. CUDNY

“Bervice Lo Community, State and Nation is
the Duty of Every Citizen”
& COMMUNITY SINGING
Mra. T, C. Parsons, Leader

JOINT PROGRAM COMMITTEE

Ameriean Legion Parent-Teacher Asso,
John Roseen Mrs. M. A, Kelsey
L I Johnaon Mrs. T, . Millard

Irvin F. Helze

1922-1934

Commencement Exercises

May 19, 1922, an American

Education Week program,
1924; but also a reflection
of community prejudice ~
as late as 1934 the Board
refused to accept Alaska
Native Students.

Hinb i now bafors the peonie of this town.

¥r. Aatliony %, Esrmes, in n commsientlon bo owr Tow Counsil forth a
tanlative plan, muggesting that 1 we weald somment te umite the white snd native
chilaren 1 one sohool house, it might be ponsible to rocaive a large appropris=
tion frow s brwnch of Fhe N.%A, with sulel %o Wadld o large schoel house,

We are vary mah in need of a god sahool building. But moro in meed of
a prepor shucation for our future citizans. It requires contortment anong salel-
ATS %0 A3quire AN edusation and I am quits #ure that tie wazzweted mixing would
not lend to that and,

Nr. Willer wivem hore, put forward a fov resarks om the wwocess of the «
weliags In one or tvo bowne Lo Soubth Xastern Alaska. In that ssotion the natives
have boen pixing with the fudtes along ths Pusific coast far at liast ome leme
dred years, whilo thoss of tile westers couatry arc atill uador tribal relatlons
and Unele Sao s a pasxle to Lhen. Our natlves are a siy aet and juddles to=
gether, At tha movies they select & ssotion of seats and all gather in that
part, thowgh there is no restrelat pladed wpen them. They a¥s proud of baviag
tholr own schoel snd prevs to be abls scimlars whors they lave the sood fortune
1o be served by sapabls, trained teachars,

Mir them with vhits children and they loss that feeling of possession and
bedose indifforent, while La thelr owil school Yhey Bafcis SCMNATLTITY ABE o
deavor to surpass the vhites in ashieve=ni.

I kave wmixed vory mch with the matives during the past thirty fowr yearw,
and durisng sight of those yoars I ws a frequent visitor io svery native Tillage

ia the Fhird Division. 1 kmow the petple and meie tham a study. [ found in many
cases Lhatl too aloss prozimity to L Thites wms & detriment to the matilves.

A an seoncadcel problem youwr sohool ¢an Be gpefated of a far less ner
sapits sost than ours, your =upile ars sers Lhan sager Yo lo all ths mecossary
work.

Oiva your Native abildres their omm school homse and » tcasber mmch ae
thay mow have and they will becomt us«ful c¢ltizens, BA¥ and they Decone Geeloss,
Hers wn have living sasmlsa of both scholars. Thoss vhe came home fron Chemewm
wele «2usated and ars aow regpectod.

Yours,
© Jom. A, Beuris



Girdwood’s
15t Day of School,
ca. 1950

S arrived Hoptember 19, to find
the Stove in the froight shed @ ne
dupplics . . . There were no locks on
the sohool door ox place for me to

We've already seen a letter from
Girdwood. Here’s another, the report _ U hn Basady Rare i snstha o
of Girdwood'’s 1% teacher, upon e ———
arriving to set up the school about A T b8 fuiga e B
1950. It proves that a sense of humor is
a valuable asset if you're going to be a
rural school teacher.
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Yet there are records about children outside the sphere of
education that might also surprise you.




Record Group 298 Elzgmeeun g& Health (FaCIIIty Construcnon & Operatwn) Series 564village Safe Water Project Files Photographs, 1939-1961

This is Moses Alexie, of Eek, in summer 1956. It's my favorite in the State Archives collection. This is the image
[ usually start my presentations with.

Moses appears to be about 12 years old. He's posed with a black fish trap & basket style dog sled. He’s
standing in front of a log building, possibly his house. So you have an identifiable Alaskan, in his home
environment, & dressed in typical Alaskan kid style, ca. 1955. 1 know the style well, because I was an Alaskan
kid in the 1950s.




Where did this image come from? Amos, Joe Alter, Alaska’s 15t Sanitarian was in charge of
the Village Sanitation Projects, the 15t project to provide village water & sewer systems
throughout Alaska. Alter took along a camera because he was an able, creative public
servant. In most communities his images are of facilities & people at work. But for some
reason in Eek, Alter took about 100 pictures of village people, just being themselves.

g
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Lunch tie at Ee S.'Chl, 1956
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This is one of two portraits of Grace White & Mary Ford, sisters in law, & their children. In
one the family clothes are drying on the line.

1:‘

it Tt ) ke o R R e e o
Grace White & Mary Ford & their children; Eek, AK July 1956

And Moses Alexie? [ contacted the Eek Village Council last summer & learned
he’s still living, a retired electrician somewhere on the West Coast.



But if archives are abouteducation, are they attunedto
children? Although the stereotype seems to be, no, there
probably isn’t much in an archives that would interest
children, I've learned over the years that the real answer
is Yes.

You just have to speak to them on a level that they can
understand & absorb. We have records about your
children & sometimes we work with children.

And do we get child patrons? Yes! Some children are
genealogists. We encourage historical projects. Children
from Rural Alaska often contact us about Alaska History
Dayprojects. I've responded to several requests; Shageluk
& Unalakleet I can remember.



And do children write history? Yes!

I've discovered since coming to the Alaska State
Archives that schools often are leaders in recording
local history. There’s quite a good history of the
Anchorage Sand Lake area done in the 1970s by 2
elementary school classes. Among others they
interviewed Ella McCrea whose homestead is the
namesake for McCrea Road in Midtown.

I saw something similar from Petersburg. And the State
Archives provided research support for a Yakutat High
School community history publication. A student
traveled to Juneau to do several days of research.
Perhaps we should encourage this trend.



A Few Pages from a Ketchikan Atlas Prepared by the City’s Children.

Do children create archives? Yes. Here’s something I located several years ago in our oversize
collections. It came from a Ketchikan class project. I contacted the district & the school is now closed,
although I suspect many of the children involved still live in Alaska with children of their own by now.

1 |
1 of the fish that are cought are salmon. | is re-baited and put baock in the woter
Sometimes o ship called o pocker ogain.
B, 1 buys the fish from The seine crew and | Halibut fishermen usuolly put out
oy then sells Them To the cannery. This | several skotes af one time so they ore
" g L] way, the seine boof con keep fishing and Bysy u1th one Wile the of *e lines ore
1 not have fo Trovel mony miles in order | ! on The boTfom catc fish.
To sell the fish. lT Tokes several peopl e fo make o
1 IT takes several men To moke o crew of | Some of the
0 seine boat. Each crew member gefs a [
_I share of the cafch. The size of the crew
1 defermines how many shores there are. | S .
pounds of halibut. Each cre o
1 | share of the catch
1 \
1 I
\
1 [
L]
1 I
1
1

Sometimes the whole net is lost.

One or fwo people usually make o
crew for a gillnefter.

The gillnetting season is short and

moves slowly forword, pulling the lines
through the woter. Sometimes a bell is
placed on the end of the pole and it
rings when a fish is caught on one of
the leaders. The line is pulled up
until the leader with the fish on it is
brought up. The fish is brought on
board with a gaff hook, clecned, and
iced down in the hold. The geor is
placed bock in the water immediately
ang fishing continues.

Usually, one or two people make up
the crew of a froller.

seiner when it is not being used as o

1
1
1
the boat can be used os a froller or 1
gillinetter. !

1
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Well, what does it show? One thing it shows is that children in Alaska coastal communities know the
difference between purse seiners, long liners, gill netters & trollers.
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Obverse |

2 ;—' = e A Letter of Protest from Florida

| Here’'s something from outside Alaska. Everyone’s aware of the
b;;' wolf kill controversy & know that many people from across the
world wrote both Governor Hickel & the Board of Game

N [ v ek ; ' ition. S that the State Archi 1
\/,f\/ A (\/V) Wt{/h /Vl/kel, expressing opposition. So many that the State Archives only

erse| retained a sample because the message is largely the same.

Some writers were children. A letter from an elementary class in Florida used this envelope to mail
their letter of protest. Whether or not you agree with their sentiment you have to admire their artistry.

And that’s an important thing about public archives. We retain information for & about the public,
whoever they are, & let them use it as they see fit. That's democracy in action.



And we've given tours. One was a visit by
the Juneau Home School Association in
which each State Archives statf member
made a separate presentation.

Another was a tour by Meyers Chuck
middle school students whom we showed
the school’s establishment file, & a chaperone
saw her husband among children in a 1950s
photo.



And there is the Annual Archives Lecture & Tour for Douglas” Gastineau Elementary 2™
Graders we presented for 3 years.

ﬂnnual Archives Lecture & Tour for s 6’8 Year Olds



@]HZS is 1 of my most cherished activities.

A teacher contacted me. She’d always wondered what
was in the archives. Her class was about to do a unit on
My Community. Would the State Archives host them?

What could we possibly talk to 2"d graders about? I said
I’d have to ask my superiors, hoping they’d say no & I'd
be off the hook. But everyone said, oh, I think that’s a
wonderful idea. Of course my superiors had the luxury of
not actually having to talk to 7 & 8 year olds about
archives!

Yet I discovered it was possible to find things about to
children. And surprisingly it didn’t take a lot of time to
prepare.



Of course these are the parts of the tour they seemed to enjoy most ~ climbing our rolling
ladders, moving our mobile shelves & gathering in our step van. But actual learning did take

place. I showed my 2" Grade report card from Anchorage’s Denali School, then showed my
college diploma to prove I had improved academically somewhat over the years.

The third year the children were so impressed they prepared their own video about people &
institutions in Douglas. Abby Focht & [ were invited to Gastineau Elementary on the last day of

the school year to view it.

7 & 8 Year Olds Learning
About Archives




And that map of the school I showed
earlier?

Here are the kids examining the drawing.
I emphasized the Teacherage & asked, why
Alaska seemed much farther away in 1895
than at present. I found they were a little
vague about that.

So I got a toy boat & toy airplanes to
explain that modern technology has
changed our lives significantly by greatly
shortening travel time.




What message
would I like you
to carry away

this afternoon?
IT'S THIS:



Archives are about Pe
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Ketchikan Lyric Opera LS. o e
Performer ca. 1975 e
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Young Man with a pet deer; Ames : I I' 2
Fox Farm near Petersburg, ca. 1935 . h ﬁ h |J: |
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A Miner’s loved one. Iditarod
Precinct ca. 1920
Masquerade Party-Sitka, ca. 1914

And the Alaska State Archives? Are about Alaska’s people!

Terry Heyworth,
Governor’s Washington,
DC Office, May 1970

|

A member of Mrs. Ferguson’s class learns about
microfilm. Alaska State Archives, 2010
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