The Cecrotary of the Interior,
J"lm’ De Co

Dy dirootion of tho Covermor I have tho henor 40 aclmoulodgo the
roeoipt by thio offise of the Departnenis seme of the 4k ultime (Aee
siotmt Uscrotary Do. Oweensy) semtaininmg eopy of lotter addrosced e
the Lopartnent by the Reverend Valder E. Gchuette, Colusbda, 5. Co, wee
dor date of tho 304 uléimo, ocubnitting o liot of questions with respeed
to tho marriogo and divereo lawe of Alacka.

Angwere to tho soveral queotions have beon propared, and for ssa=
voniones the quections and answers have bess tabulated, twe coples of
vhish Sabulatien I have tho honer 40 oncless herewith,

Respeetfully yours,

Jooretary %o $he Oovernoer.
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ANSESAS TU QUESTIONS ON MARRIAGE AND DIVORUE LAWS OF ALASKA SURRIITTED

0Y THE AAVEREND WALTER U, OCHUETTE, COLUMDIA, 0. Ge, THROUGH TIE DEPARTVN
OF TIE INTERIOR.

Guestions ancvered by the Ooverner of Alasko,

Ge 0 1 Dooe your etate roquire that minigders sseure 4 liconse bofore
ey cay solemdse morricgoot

As lloy 1o mmmummwmmum 8000
43¢ of tho Compdlod Lawe of Alagka, 1913, roade as follews!
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dihopmmtohbnl]mlnldﬂmdthup
trist (Torritory) vithin the moondng of thio cootiom.”

Qe licy 8¢ MMuot a mindotor be nctuclly in charge of a lscal esngrocation
or stuwch in order to proeuro said lioconsef
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Qe loe B Iummﬂuimnhnnm!mm—m. my m

account of old age, scoopbing a profoscorchip, oditorship, or othor e
oral offiocel

Ae Hoe B e liconoe roquired, ao sbeve ctated,

Qe lloe § X0 hio llocemse %0 perform norvioges in your olabe woid Af
be romoveo 4o onother stato, but continuep in the astive ndnistwry?

Ae l10¢ 4¢ o LMloonse requireds Would be subject to laws of other state.

q.mﬂ Can @ minicter, licensed o perfesm marriagos ia enother
state end aloo 4a your otate, porforn marriagoo in your otate for partios
vho have soourod license to marry is sadd othor otatef

Ao lioy Be 3§ ewhimwhuwd t0 porfors marriages e Alsoka wder s pros
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q-lrb.ll. hat offielal in the counties of your wiate losuce licowese
e mdnistoro, authorising then Vo perforn nerriegeet
A, lioe Op As otated fn Anguor Nos 1, the lawe of Alasha do not yequire
ninigtors 48 obtain 1lconeos suthorlsing tham %0 porforn marriagose
o loe 9, Mdlvuulg-hﬂlumm |
Ae 1106 9. You, upen sult being bwought thovefer in the United Otatos
dotrios couwrt,
Qe loy 10y Thad couwrds 4n your olate hoar diverce pleadinge sd render
Judgpont Ao canof "
Ae Tios 10, Tho Unitod Statos (Soteiod oourte, of which thore oo foup ee
suo in oach judieial divielon, /1 hoaringe mucd bo n opon court) wed
0o diveree ohull Le granted waless the opplicant thoyofor shall hove roe
odded in tho Tewritory for %wo yeere newd pwoceding tho appliootion.
Qe Hoe 13 ‘Dot prounds for divoree are rotognised by your sourtst
Ae Nos 13e The folloving e tho grounds opoeified by toss SS9, Come
_H&mumms
Piret, Jopetensy oxicting ot the 4ine of tho merriage and cune
tiauing to the commeneancnt of the setiem)
 tecond Aulteryp
Thisrd, Convietion of folomy)
Fouwrthe Wlliful desertion for dAhe poriod of Ywe yoars)
Fifthe Cruel and inhwmen troatnont calouloted 40 impaly health
or endemper 1ifo} ‘
tdxthe HabiSual (roso dmmkennecs contracted oinoe norriage md
“hﬂfﬂhﬁwdﬁ“
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viciono of tho osetion quoted in commoetien with /nower Mo, 1, above, he
could porfern such muwriage if the partios therote wore of logal age (S04,
the man 21 yoars of ogo or over, tho uencm 10 yoaro of age or over),and
othervise capablo of omtering indo the marriogo contract. 7he liecnse
ebtained Ly tho partdes fn anothor etate would be omdirely dmotordal.
Qs Nae O ..mmmmﬂHMMdm
at a narriage make o roturn roport of ocomo %0 the otatol?
Ao Nos O« Yoo, U0ue 7 of Chopter 95, Territorial Cossion Lawe of Alacha,
1913, providoo os followns

| 'Mitmllhﬂn..de

Faflure %0 nale eueh roturn 40 doolarod 20 bo o rdodonOonors
Qe lloy 7¢ ™Mot officdal dn the sountioo of your state Aocuwoe liconoes
to couploe wichin: to murryt

Ae Tioe 7o The looo of Alosha do not voquire tho dsouance of ldooncoe
%o porcono cadoring imto the murriage ocantracte Iho Torritory 10 not
divided indo oountice, Lut indo Judiclal diviciono, of which thare ave
fours




Referring to She Department's lotier of the 15th witime
(Do Bweeney, Assistant Seeretary), I have dhe hener herewith %0 transmit
aaual estinates for the fiseal year 1916, esovering legislative, oxoou=
tive, judiocial, and sundry civil expamses in the Territery of Alaska ==
the estimates being submitted in duplisate, as directede Accompenying
the cotinates are four statemenis showing expenditures mede during the

fiscal year 1914 and iteaisatien of estinsies for the fiscal yesw 1016,
as followo:?

le Statenent in sonneotion with ‘GM I xpenoos, 'I‘lrr.‘l.-
tory of Alaska.”

2. Siatanont in eemmeotion with “Jegiciative Ixpenses, Tor-
ritory of Alaska,”

3. Statonent in comnoction with "Protection of Omw in Alaske.*

4. Otastonent ina comnoction with "Traffis iu intoxicating ld=
quor, Alaska,"

kaplansiory notes appeer on the respective statementis, to whish atiention
umm

On the “SUNDRY CIVIL® estimate blank heve Leen showm, as heree
tofore, items covering "Incidental exponses, Territery of Alasks,”(furnie
ture, fusl, books, etes,) for the offices of the marshals and attormeys,
md “Traveling expenses, Territory of Alaska,” for sctual and neceewary
travel expenses of the judges and olerks in the Territory., The amounte




The Oseretary of the Interier, pe &

estinated for are the same as Yhoso appearing in previous esitimates sulmitted
by this offise. In this comneotieon I bog to add that it is net quits cloar
o e why these items should be dueluded ia the estimates sulmitied by this
office, since this offiee has »e informatisn as %0 the regquirements of the
corviee in the particular matters included in the ftens meutioned, nor does
the sundry oivil epprepriation bill fer 1915 (er previocus yours) show those
itams as separste frem ether amountte provided fer the Departoent ef Justice
in Alaska and this office has mo means of determining vhether its estinates
in previous years heve been severed in whole or iu pmd in the appropris-
tien bills me regards these two items.

Under Sundry Olivil sxpemses has been included, slse, an item of
¢3000 for protestion and preservation of the Oitka Hatiomal Mommeant, 1o~

eated sdjacont to the towm of Sithka, Provisus estimates submitted by dhie
offios havo included similer 3tems, but ns yet ne eppropriation has Leen
made for the purpose indicmted. The Sitke liatisoal Mouuwment was orcated
by Cweeutivo ordesr in the year 1910, but tm far no provision has Laen
made for the preteciien and pressyvatien of m large nuwsber of ancient

- totem poles and ather histerisal relics situaisd therein. lamy of theee
totams and rolies are in need of repairs or sther atdention to inoure
Shair prepet pressrvstion. The mmount asked for tano. and

18 urpently needed,

Respeetfully yours,




m\

PARREA-PACITIC INTERNATIONAL EXPOSITICN
4A SEXOR N

T Hone J° Py As

Ooveragr of
Juneen, Alasha.

Ny doay Governor 3Wreng: ‘

The eemtent of Whe Osvermment exhidit &% the Penmme.
Pasifio Intermetiomal Dxpositicn has been wedar ecustent osmsilerstion dwring
til)utﬁ.m 1
| The shmyecter snd exbent of Alssim’s yarticipation hms beem freely
discussed and yew letter of Novesber 1st, has besm eavefully consiéewed.

It seams %o Yo wholly Jmpessible So represent Alaske wpem & sesls
cmmenswwts vith the Jesttle exhikit, for vhigh §100,000 waa appropriated.
-umuth.m-nuaw”hmm.m,'unm-u
mwst prepere, maintain, end return exhidits of the emtive UTnited ates Coversn-
ment, and in eddition, of Alaska, Mewnii, Porte Rise, the District of Oelwmbia,
and sovaral semi-effisial Commissions. We smet provide for a total of 4
different buresus and govermental sgeseiess Tou Stm well wderstand tdat
suly a fow thousend dollars oam Do slloved $0 Smy ene Duress ov oAder Agenay.

It appesrs %0 bo lapessidle, therelore, %6 mlw a Dow S0lleotion of
Alasken materisl with the fumds availedle. The Dest that seeme possidla s to
solleat (1) all et is in the soversl Departmemts relating %0 Alaska, or as
sk of 1% au presticable, (2) sll thet remains of She Seattle subibit, in
the msom of the Tniversity of Tashingben snd elsswhare, and (8) A1l mt e
be eollested from othar sources with 11%tle or ne wxpense,

16 is net possidle to meimtain & seperate orgamdsation for the exhibis

i
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b7 the explayment of spesial agemts and the 1ike, but we ten procurs tiw
cocperstion of Govermmnt offiesre whose work relates to Meska. Thelr work
will be coordineted and wmified tlwough the officers of the Dosrd.

The 1ines whish canm, in a1l probebility, de faivly well shown in
this vag ares

1« Ninerals, through the Geolegieal Survey)

2. Bdwation, threugh ide Duresu of Bdnsation)

Be Marime prodwsts, through she Duresu of Plsheries;

& igrisulvare, through the Offios of Bxperiment Jtatiomsg
5. Porestry, through the Porest dsrvice;

s Zoology. Wwough the Puresu of the Malogieal Swveys
Y. Tvimelegy, Vwougk the Heticmal Pusews.

The exhidition enses used at the Alaska~Tukon-Pseific Ixpesition were
1cansd be the smsews of the Tniwersity of Wahington and are still swvailable.
ey of the exhidits Whieh were donadel ev puralssed frew exhidit fusds were
also lesmed to thet museus sad may de resclled, Dus 1t 1s not 1ikely that sueh
of that materisl vould be useful Bow.

T™his 10 the sitwmtion 80 1% now standss If you esn dovise suy ylons
o make sxy suggestiens which sea be earrisd ous with the means ab our dis-
posal. wo shall be glad So oomslider them.

Yeuy truly yours,
(Signed) Aolph 0« Eiller,

! | '




DEPARTMENT CF THE INTERICR,

WASHINGTON, ¥o WBA

‘April 19, 1913.

Hon. Walter E. Clark,
Governor of the Territory of Alasksa,
Juneen, Alaska.

Your letter of March 6, and telegram of April 15, 1913, 1in relation to
eatablishment and maintenance of quarantine stations, in the Territory of
Alasks, were at once called to the attention of the Seorot#?y of the Treasury
for his oconsideration, it being & matter under his supervision.

FPor the purposes of verificationm, I yave to advise you that the following
telegram was this day forwarded to you at Junsau:

"Your letter March sixth and telegram April fifteenth, in
relation quarantine station in Alaska was called to attention of
Secretary of Treasury, who to-day advised this department as
followss 'Referring your telegram April sixteenth relative ad-
miniatration quarentine laws and regulations by public€ health ser-
viee in Alaska. The public health service will administer all
moritime and border quarantine and will take sush measures as may
be necessary to prevent the aspread of sholera, typhua fever, yel-
low fever, smtllpox, and bubonic plague in the interior 6f Alasks.
Control of other contagious and infeoctious diseases will be done
incooperation with territorial health aunthorities uwpon their
request. It is extremely desirable that the territorial legis-
lature should enaoct & proper health code and make appropriation
for the enforcement of same. 1t 1s suggested that the Govern-
ment of Alaska confer 1n regard to the matter with P. 4. Surg.
Enil Krulish who 1s at present in Juneau.'™

Respectfully,

Lewis C. Laylin,
U

Asslistant Secretary.
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¥arech 6, 1913.
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Sir:

I have thes honor to acknowledge the Department's telegram (Assistant
Secretary Laylin) dated February 20, 1913, as followsa:

"Your telegram January twenty eighth called sattention
Secretary Treasury who reports that doctor Krulish now in Wesh-
ington express opinion looal Algskp practicioners able handle
present situation treasury department not able to establish
and pay for quarantine against diphtheria at Sitka and Hooras
(Hoonah) having no funds available for purpose.”

The conditions oalling for the maintemance of & quarantine at the
places mentioned nb longer exist, but I should appreciate the recelipt of full
information in regerd to the imability of the Public Health and Marine Hospi-
tal Service to deal with the emergency situation which arose at Sitka and
Hoonah. This request is preferred particulariy in view of the following fasots.
In February, 1912, I waa informed by the Public Heelth and Marine Hoépnm Ser-
‘vice in Washington thst while there is no law specifiocally providing for the
restablishment and maintenance of qﬁaraﬁtinea at interior places in the Terri-
tory of Alaska, & broad interpretation of the laws pertaining to ths Service
had been made whereunder it would henceforth be poasible to establish quaran-
tines and isolate patients suffering from contagious diseases at any interior
point in the Territory as well as at sea ﬁorts and at pointa_on the interna-
tional boundary. It was further stated that immediate steps would be taken to
make effective this new construction of the Public Health and Merine Hespital
Service laws. Accordingly, an officer of that Service (Dr. Krulish) was de-
tailed for work in Alsska and I was officially informed that he would perform
all the usual duties of & state or territorial commissioner of public health,

end that his expenses would be borne Jointly by the hrm Hospital Service and




-=The Secretary of the Interior, p.2--
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the Buresu of Education. Relying mpon this arrangement, an effort which
had besn begun to secure the emactment by Congress of a special quarantine
law for Alsska was abandoned. It is my understanding that the officer
of the Public Health and Karine Hospital Service who ﬁs detailed for work
in this Territory has not been in the Territory for several monthv.' In
view of this fast and of the further fact that 1t was found impossible to
obtain any relief when the emergency situation was presented st Sitke and
Hoonah, it would appear that the arrangement whioch I have roferréd to as
entered into with the Public Health and Marine Hospital Sﬁnioe a year ago
is no longer to be regarded as effective. |
The Pirst Alaske Leglslature is now in session, and some of its
members have conferred with me as to the desirabllity or necessity of enact-
ing' 8 quarantine law for the Territory. 1 shall recammend that such en
aoct be passed provided my fear 1s confirmed that the Public Health and Marine
Hospital Servisce 1s not able to execute the arrangement which was made a year
ago. It 1s highly desirable, however, that the arrangement referred to be
carried out if possible, inasmmch as the sources of taxation in this Terri-
tory are extremely limited and provisien for the expenses of a Territorial
gquarantine is a matter which in addition to 'other expenses to be inourred by
the Territory mey prove somewhat burdensome. |
Respectfully yours,
ORIGINAL SIGNED BY WALTER B. CLARK,
Governor.
The Seoretary of the Interior,

washington, D. C.
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Before the Geveranor of Alasks
on the

EIGHT-HOUR LAW
(Chapter 55, Session Laws of Alaska, 1917)

Feb. § % 31, 1910




FOR BUSPENSION OF 8-HOUR LAW:
M

Willsen & Sylvester Nill Ce. R. E. Rebertesn
| Alaska Legging Ce. h :
- Alaska Fieh Salting & By-predmots Co. da

Canadien Pacifie Steamship Ceo. o

Pacific Ceast Ceal Co. Jokn Rustgard

Alaska-Juneau Geld Mining Ce. P. E. Bradley
Alaske-Treadwell Geld Mining Co. o

Deuglas Island Laber Union : B. J. Kinzioe

"City of Deuglas E. E. Smith

Alaska-Gastinesm Mining Co. G. T. Jaskeon and

H. L. Faulkaer
Fllamar Mining Co. de
Pacifie Conet Gypsum Co. e
Pasifio Ceast Steamship Ce. do

| Pacific & Arctic Ry. & Navigatiea Co. ¥. H. Gorhsm
American-Yuken Navigation Ce. o
Alsska Lighterage & Commercial Co. o
Copper River & Nerthwestera Railread Co. R. E. Capers

Kennecett Cepper Corperation o
Cordova Mill Co. o

Fish Camers' By-predusts Co. Artiur Neale

AGAINST SUSPENSION or QJNOUR LaW:

. SRS e "
Allen, E. B.
Barnets, George Territery of Alaske
Deyle, L. A,
Harrisen, 7. B. ' Gastinesu Chemnel
Nellywsod, John
Rubbard, O. P. Taldes snd vicinity
MoKamna, E. J.
Maleney, Wm.
Mandle, 5. K. . Anghorage snd vieimity
Oliver, Redert Ketehikan da
Rise, Jesee
Switser, C. N.
Tracy, B. .




Laber conditions .........

Logging industry......

Willsen & Bylvester Mill Co...........

Alaska Legging Company
Alaska Fish Salting & By-preducts Co..
Cenadian Pacific Stesmship Co...
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Pasifio Ceast Ceal Ce

Alaska-Tresdwell Gold Mining Ce.....
Alaske-Juneau Geld Mining Co....

Deouglas Island Laber Unien..... R S
City eof Dougles......... ceasasas s aans
Alaska-Gastinesu Mining Company

Ellamar Mining Co

Pasific Ceast Gypsum Ce.
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Pagifie & Arctis Ry. & Navigatien Co..
Amsrican-Yukon Navigatien ece

Alaska Lighterage & Commercial Ge
Cepper River & Nerthwestera R. R. Co.)
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Fish Canners' By-products Ce..........
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Tuesdsy, February 5, 1918

GOVERNOR BTRONG: At this time I want te make thie statement: There seems IJ
te be an impression abread, beth smeng the newspapers amd ameng the peeple, that
the Governor of Alaska---that in the Governer ef Alaska is vested the power te
suspend the operatien of the B-honr law. This has been used by ill-infermed news-
papers and the publie. Reference te ohapter 55, aud.oi Laws of Alaska, 1917,

shows that the Governer is given the power te suspend er modify restrietions cen-

tained in this lew when such shall be requested by the Couneil ef Natienal De-
foﬁu or the Secretary ef the Interier. Therefere, 1 simply salled this hearing
foer the sele purpese . eof hearing amy statemsnts which smy gentleman interested
in the working ef the 8~heur law wishes te make---that is % say, whe is in

| faver of its suspension er eppesed to its suspensien---amnd fer that purpess this
hearing has been called and statements fer or againet it will be heard. I
simply have te make the request that eash gentleman presenting a staiement shall
cenfine himself as closely as pessible to the facts in the case. It is my de-
sire t¢ have a full, free and fair expressien of opinien.

MR. R. B. ROBERTSON: I might say that I appear here en dohalf ef the Willsen
Sylveeter Mill Co., of Wrangell; on behalf of the Alaska Logging Co. of Wramgell,
and en behalf of the Alaska Fish Salting and By-preducts Ce. of Killisnce, and
on boehalf{ of the Canadian Pacifie Railread Compuny.

GOVERNOR STRONE: What .rlnrud company !

MR. ROBERTSON: Canadian Pasific. Is it the ebjeat ¢f the meeting simply
'“ got wp and make an oral statement! Is that your---

GOVERNOR STRONE: Yes; you can make am orsl statement, if yeu like, Nr.

Robertsen. I will firet hear you in bdehalf of the Willsem & Sylvester Mill Co.
I think that the first request that I received fer the suspensgien eof the 8~heur
lawws frem that comcern. Thersfere, we will hear your statements with respect

%o that company.



MR, ROBERTSON: Relative to this cencern, which is lecated at Wrangell,

it is engaged not only in preparing box sheeks fer camneries, but it has been
urged by the Governmeamt to supply as much airplane spruce as it possibly oeuld
de so. They state in a letter to me that---

We ar o sending your credentials te represent us bdefere the Gevernor
in the hearing to be given by him en February 5th prex., re the S-heur law,
and ere enclesing a number ef cepies eof ether cerrespeadence relative 4o our
pesitien, which please return. Q. .

Our greunds fer petesting against thes enfercement ¢f this act are that
the capacity eperation of the mill depends en eur securing services ¢f the en-
tire crew of abeut 70 men fer at least tes hours per diem. In eadditien, we
have a tug and barge crew ¢f eight men, whese iminterrupted services are vital
te our deliveries.

We have undertsken far less than our average business fer 1918 in view of
possible laber troubles and the enfercement of this law, coembined with a desire
to turn eut the greatest pessible quantity er airplane stock which we have been
asked for, as shown by the enclesed letter frem Bupervisor Weigle ef the Ferest
Service and enclesed eable from Cel. Disque, U. 8. A.

The situation has nscessitated eur refusing ever ene hundred theusand
dollars' worth e¢f Wwsiness, as shewn by the follewing list of offers declined.
snd they have atéashed to this u list of the of fers which they have deelined,
as follews:

GOVERNOR STRONG: |Pardon me. Why have they declined these orders!?

MR. ROBERTSON: They have declined the erders becmise they are umable t¢
£111 thenm.

GOVERNOR STRONG: Beoause they haven't get the capasity!?

MR. ROEERTBON: Yes, they have, if they cam be permitted te werk ten heurs,
but with the 8-hour law, they cannot undertske to fill the eontrasts, fearing
they may not be able t¢ live up te the contracts. They have refused erders frem
the Nerthwestern Fisheries Co., the Peint Wards Packing Co., Cepper River Pask-
ing Ce., Canee Pass Packing Co., Sanbern-Cram Go,, F. C. Barnes Co., Alaska
Banitary Packing Ce., Sanbora-Cutting Oe., Nerth Pacifio Trading & Packiag Ce.,
and the Karheen Packing Co.

Now, those are all relsted amd affiliated with ihe very industry which,
as to which the lav has already been suspended---that is to say, the packing eand
preserving of food fish salmon. Now, these industries are se¢ clesely serrelated
that 4t certainly stands %o reasen that unless the scannery men can arruage,

either through tiie seneera or fircugh ether cencerns in Alaska, to obtain the




necessary lumber fer their bexes, they can't put up their pecks. Yeu will see
then th:t. at the present time it is absolutely necessary---net as a lecal pre-
puition'. but as & national proposition, that the scanneries put up every bex
of fish that they can possibly pack. Food, as yeu know is the great orying
demand of the ceuntry at this time and also of the world, se far as that gees.

In nddition to this, they have alse refused lumber orders frem the Alaska-

Treadwell Gold Mining Co., the Hidden Inlet Camning Co., and the Superier Fish.

Co. I will read further:

The fast is that eur emtire business, prastically, is with ¢anneries whish
have already been relieved frem the enfercement ¢f this law, and they cammot
market their feed predust without the ceverings wiich we help to make.

We have great hepe that suoh a representation may be made te the Geverner
that he will readily suspend the law, er at least exempt us frem it.

They alse ferwerd a copy of a letter which 1 will ask %0 be made a part of
the record, which letter was addressed to yourself, Gevernor Stromg, en December
7 last, in whioch they set up their reasens for their roq;;ont. They have at-
tached a telegram from Colonel Disque, in which he states---

All spruce airplane stock commaendeered by the Government
states how mich we will pay, and that Weigle will be muthorized te advise yeu'
all details.

In this connestion, it is & fect commenly known that the spruce ef Alaska~-~
oertain kinds of spruce ¢f Alaska---makes ideal lumber fer drph.u::"n it s
alse kmown that the Government ef the United States has had great difficulty in
obtaining emough lirplgnl steck, and, if it madn't deen for the fast that
through a chemical precess they have besn able te kiln-dry stock which was
green, that they sent mea into the weeds of Oregon smd Washiagten for---if
they hadn't been able to dry it through the chemical proecess that I have men-
tioned, we would net have sufficient stook today; sad that steock frem Alaska is

needed oxtremely badly at the preseat for the great nuuber of sirplsnes that

the Government is building sad expests to build.
There is alse attached a letter frem Mr. Weigle, who is the Distriet
Toresteor of the United States Ferest Serviee fer Alaska, ia wieh e states:

Celonel Disque, whe is in charge of the werk of getting sirplane steek
on the Coast, desires ths am«:mn..m!'u.:..mm
the airplane stock pessible during the maxd year---

This letter was dated he 1B4h of last menth.

-
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-»=~and he wishes me to urge and beg ¢f yeu te eomsider the great public nedd
0f having this material at the very earliest pessible date.

vhich shows that the Gevernment has gene s0 far as te urge this cemsern te fur-
nish as mach airplane steck as pessible, and it should be takem imio cemeidera-
tien he fuct that at the time the 8~hour law was passed, we did net have the
labeor situation which now confronts us. We have had the law on the beoks sinee
the last legislature, but we h;n not had 4t in fast except since the first of
the present year. At that time I don't believe there was any man whe sat in the
legislature or any citisen who was eutside of it, that eould havs feresen the
labor shortage which would exist at the time the law went inte of foct. A law
| of this kind should be based on the theery that it is for the geed e¢f the publie
as a whole, net nco!lurtlr because one individual laberer should er shuld not
work 8 hours, or ten hours, er six heurs, but it is based on the theery that it
is goed fer the public as & whele; and at this time, with the nation itself de-
manding these additienmal supplies and it is impessible, as this concern contends,
to get them eut under that law, then I say that the public geod ef the natien
is superier to the public geod ef the lecal senditions prevalling in Alaska.

I would also 1like particularly to have in the recerd the fast that net

only is this industry a seasenal industiry, in the semse that it ean only bs
carried en at certain ssasens ¢f the year, at it is alse s periedical indusiry
&8 woll as seasenal; that is te say, weather conditions in outside werk ars

| beund to werk to his disadvantage en a great many eceasiens threughout the year;
and 1t seems %o me that no industry that is se elosely ecennected net enly with
the furnishing of feed te ourselves amd 10 ewr army and to eur Alldes, and
what is indirectly, Af not directly, a war material fastery, that is preducing
airplane stock, should net be handisapped ia sny way at the presemt time by

. Plasing an S~hour law upen it.

So farr as the Alaska Legging Co. is concernmed--- |

(GOVERNOR STRONS ( Interposing) Just one moment. How many men does the
Willson & Bylvester ill Gl employ?

MR. ROBBETSON: Seventy mem.
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GOVERNOR STRONG: Seventy men?

MR. ROBERTSON: Yes. Besiden, they have a tug amd darge srew ¢f eight men.

= o~
i =

GOVERNOR STRONG: What is their dsily eutput!? g
MR, ROBERTBON: Unfortunately, Gevernmor, I sm unable to tell yeu that. I
might be able to get that from the oclerk's effice by loeking over their returas
j : on taxes, but I esuldn't give that to you effhand.

GOVERNOR STRONG: What price do they rasceive fer their ocutput, ss cempared
with last year?! What prices do they receive for salmon boxes, as cempared with
last year? |

MR, ROBERTSON: I am unable to tell yeu that.

GOVERNOR STRONG: Is it a fact that they reseive more tham 100 per cent

mi'o this year, a fact that they reeceive this year 23 cents, vhereas last year
their centracts with the camning cempanies were 1l cents!?

MR. ROBERTSON: I have ne informatien on that.

GOVERNOR STRONG: Will you get it for me!?

MR. ROBERTSON: Yes, peesidbly I ocmm get that frem the cempany, if they are
willing 4¢ furnish it. But on that peint, I weuld like to eall attentien to this
fact, that the fast eof prefits emtering inte this, vhether an employer dees eor
dees net make prefit on his business has nothing whatseever te do with the sue-
pension of the eentimsation of the 8-hsur law. It is te be assumed that men
den't centinue in business unless they make a profit. It is a law of busimess
and bumen nature that they cannot continue unlees they make profits.

GOVERNOR STRONG: Well, that rule will werk beth ways. The same is true of

the man who works. A man wants te make e profit em his laber and he is sntidled
| to it.
¥ Sertalnly he is entitled to make u good, Mr prefid. But the peint is this:
that if they empley a orew of 70 men, as they say they do, snd as I have no douds
ﬂqh.ﬂd‘i"uﬁlﬂﬂwﬂ.ﬁﬂhuitﬂ—“ttthro-
oont time 4in tmhing orders if they have te operste less tham 10 hours a day. I
don'$ balieve thers is mny gwmtlessm whe eam tell them whers they can plek wp a
erew of 70 mom in the Territery of Alaska or in the 3tates under the preeent
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abnermal laber cenditiens. It weuld be entirely different if we were noet at
war, but it is impossible te get these extira memn. At this time the Govermment
of the United States needs nearly 400,000 men whe oan handle toels. It isn't
siaply a questien ¢f whether or net they cen pay more; that law doesn't permit
them to pay overtime. If a man wants t0 werk overtime, he is entitled to it,
but this law prohibits them from werking their men over eight heurs er paying
them fer it, no matter what prepertion of the prefits they are willing to give.
There is no complaint that they are not willing to pay geed wages te their
labor,

| MR. H, L, FAULKMER: Geverner, 1 would like to sek that you eentinue this
hearing, or pospone it, until Mr. Gerham can get here. I am asking that in
behalf of the White Pase & Yuken Railroad & Navigatiea Co., and the Pacific and
Arctic Railway and Navigation Company to centinue the hearing until Mr. Gerham
can reach here. He has all the fects and data te place before yeurself, and
he'll hardly be able to do that unless he is present at the hearing amd hears
vhat is said. Mr. Hahn, Mr. Blanohard and Mr. Muirhead are here, but Mr. Ger-

ham is ceming up on the Spokane, and he is in pessession of all the facts,

and it is their intention to have him handle the matter.
GOVERNOR STRONG: What time is the Spoksne due!?
MR. FAULKNER: The Spokane is due temorrew merning.
GOVERNOR STRONG: Well, I thimk Mr. Fmulkner, that we san preceed this

af terneen in hearing applications fer suspensien. There are & large mumber of

gontlemen here---a great many more than I anticipated, smd I think we ean go
on with {t. For instance, we are with the logging industry new, which I think
Mr. Robertson is going to take up; and Nr. Gerham will be given ample time,

or :qw else, will be givem smple time te present their g“o of is. The
hearings will be centinued from day to day, if necessary, until we hear them
all. Ample time will be given sverybedy,

M. CAPERS: Your Excellency, may I interject sm inquiry!?

GOVERNOR STRONG: Certainly.
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behalf of the White Pass & Yuken Railroad & Navigatien Coe., and the Pasific and
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vhat is said. Mr. Hahn, Mr. Blanohard and Mr. Muirhead are here, but Mr. Ger-

ham is ceming up en the Bpekane, snd he ie in pessession of all the faots,

end it is their intention t¢ have him handle the matter.

GOVERNOR STRONG: What time is the Bpokane-due!?

MR. JAUIXNER: The Spokane ie due temorrow merning.

GOVERNOR STRONG: Well, I thimk Mr. Faulkner, that we ean procesd this
af ternoon in hearing applications fer suspension. Thsre are a large mumber of
gentlemen here---a great many more than I anticipated, mnd I think we ean ge
on with 4t. For instance, we are with the logging industry new, which I think
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or anybody else, will be given mmple time ta present their side of it. The
hearings will be continued from day te day, if necessary, until we hear them
all. Ample time will be given everybedy.

MR, CAPERS: Your Excellency, may I interject an inquiry!?

GOVERNOR STRONG: Certainly.
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MR. CAPERS: Ter the benefit of publies emlightenment, yeu just made a
statemont te the press to the effeot that the Geverner is net empewered under
chapter 55, Session Laws of Alaska, te suspend or medify this law exedpt on
the request of the Becretary of the Interier. Therefere, perhaps, it would
not be impertinent %o inquire whether this preceeding is called at the request
of the Secretary ef the Interier er the Natienal Ceuneil ef Defense.

GOVERNOR STRONG: The gemtlémen was not present when this hearing began
this merning. I read my sutherity for calling this hearing. I will read it
again fer the gealleman's informatien. (Reads telegram rsferred te)

MR. CAPERS8: Then I take it that if it is regiested by the Becretary eof
the intorior that the law be suspended, the request would be complied witht?

GOVERNOR STRONG: If the request is made by the Council ef Netional De-
fense and the Secretary ef the Interior, as previded for---

MR. CAPERS: (Intorpiling) Or by either ene.

GOVERNOR STROMG: Or by sither, as provided by section 3 eof chapter 55,
wvhy, certainly I will.

SENATOR HUBBARD: I believe, Gevernor, your telegram there refers te the

.ldning industry as well as the ethers nmmed. Well, now, I figure that the laber

day in the mining industry was fixed by the aet ef 1913, is i% met!

GOVERNOR STROWG: I think se.

MR. CAFERS: In pars.

GOVERNOR STRONG: In whath

MR. CAPERS: In pars.

SENATOR HUBBARD: That isn't my recollectien ef 44.

MR, CAPERS: I think you will find that is se.

MR, BRADLEY: Yes, mining sand metallurgical work.

GOVERNOR STRONG: We will continue with the statement of Mr. Reberteen.

MR. ROSERTSON: Relatiwe to the Alaska Logging Co., I ferget te state that
Mluutmmdﬁtu- ooncarn. I simply received a let-
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tor on the last beat, regquesting me to appear befere you at this hearing and
apply for the suspensien ef the law, and with that letter, they enclese a
letter te yourself, which I will file at this time, though I will read it te
you. (Reads as fellows):

We herewith eppoint Mr. R. E. Robertsen te represent us in the hearing
in regard to the repesling ef the eight-hour law.

Our plea fer the repealing ef this law 4is net based upen selfishness.
The Geverment requires all the spruce the legging imdustry san supply.

We will be sble te supply at least twenty-five per cent more by allewing
us to work a few hours more fer the very shert seasens we have to werk.

Furthermsre, we have te offer great indusements 10 get leggers te come
t¢ Alaska. This means particulariy mere wages.

Trueting yeu will grant eur appeal, if enly durimg the terminatien eof
the war. | -

Yours truly,

. ALASKA LOGGING 0D.,
' J. B. BENDER

New, im reference to that cencern, 1 tak} it that their position is simi-
ler, in a great many respects, te the Willsen & Sylvester lLilll Co. If this law
would permit them, like the Oregon law does, which has gene t¢ the Suprems Court
and been held valid, permit them ts empley men fer an heur er twe hours or
three heurs and pay them evertims, double time, or ene-half time, whatever is »a
- fadr basis, as egreed upon between the laber and the empleyer, it would be a
dif ferent propesition. But this law absolutely cuts them off on the & heurs.

If they have got & orew in the weods, now matter what the eccasien is, they caa
enly werk that erew eight heurs. If they werk itheir men overtime, they are
violating the letter of the law, if 4t is enly five minutes evertime, just as
mich as though they werked them three hours overtime; sad the labering man hes
ne way of getting paid, or saying to the empleyer, "I am willing te werk ever-
time. I realise you are at a disadvantege and I a= willing to work overiims.”
I den't think it is Sight, with & shertage of laber, at this time and the fas}

" a8 %hie concern ecntends, that they have %9 send baleow feor legging men. They
have got to compete with the industries belew. They ean only werk them 8 hours,
and, 1ike smy eoneorn that has % run its business according te the meney they




oan take in. They have got te figure their pay in prepertiea tc the amsunt ef
work their men can get out, smd if th‘oy ean only werk eight hewurs, it otuai te
roeasen that they cammet, at thie time, compete with the industries below. It

simply cuts eff, as they say here, cuts off mere than 351 of the steck they can

put eut.

8¢ far as the Alaska Fieh Salting & By-preducte Co. is cencermed---

GOVERNOR STRONG: Is that at Killisnoe?

MR, ROBERTSON: Killisnce. I den't knew whether 1 misundersteod yeu or ne} -

my own 1dea haz been only that this law has besn suspended se¢ far as the salmon
foed fish is cencerned.

GOWOR STRONG: That is cerreest.

MR. ROBERTSON: This cencern---

GOVERNOR STRONG: {(Interpesing) Salmen, halibut and herring.

MR. ROBERTSON: Dees it apply te herring eo far as feed fish is cencerned?

GOVERNOR STRONG: Yll..

MR. ROBERTSON: 1If it is, eof course, I'm wasiing time en talking relative
te this comcern.

GOVERNOR STRONG: Just a mement. I1'll read it. As I stated a while age,
the law was suspended se¢ far as the taking ef feed fishes of all kinde is con-
cerned. (Reads as fellews frem Exesutive Order eof Jamuary 7, 1918):

--=the restrictions of sald enpi-r 55, Sessien Laws of Alaska, 1917,
are hereby suspended so far as ¢ :.ﬂr‘hm" ation of the

hours of employment of sll wage and salary sarners in tt -13;4
An the taking, pr and curing ef halibut, herring, Pod and
other kinds of feod fish in Alaskan waters, ineluding the taking, pre-
paring and canning of clams amnd other shell-fish.
8¢ you see, herring, as a feed fish, are included in this order e¢f suspemsion.
MR, ROBERTSON: Geverner, dees that--~is it your intemtion that that suspen-
eion ehull g » far as their making eil from their preduct is comeermed!
GOVENNGR STRONG: I 4id net have that in mind; me.
MR. ROBERTSON: I will state that, 28 a matter of fact, the great pereeat-
mofﬂdelﬂUMMEtﬁﬂu.t-55~M

directly or indirectily as a feed produst. mnu-mm‘r
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conception ms to what the preduct of this esompany is used fer---
GOVERNOR STRONG (Interposing): I theught it was fertiliszer snd fish eil.

KR. ROBERTBDQ: It is made into a fish meal, which is a direst feed produst

which, as & matter of fact, was consumed Ey/ the Indians of Alaska until this

pressent year, until they put amn exorbitant 4ax en i¢, and they den't use so much
of it now; but the Indians all over southeastern Alaska use the fish meal as ene
of their staple foods. In addition to that the eil---

MR. OLIVER: (Interpesing) I would like te¢ interrupt the gemtleman. De
you say the Indians eat that meal for feed!?

MR, ROBERTSON: Yes, sir.

MR. OLIVER: Oh, you're badly mistaken. Why the Indisns in southeastern
oat porterhouse steaks for food.

MR. ROBERTS80ON: They eat fish meal alse. I simply rexev my statement that
they eat it; I am content to rely on that statement. In addition to being used
by the lndians as a feod produet, it is true the fish meal is alse used indirecd
ly. The oil which is dlrind‘frm the figh---a large percentage of the eil
which is derived from the fish is taken down helew, and after it gees through a
precess of refining, seme pertion of it is used in limngeed eil emd sems poriion
of it 1s converted inte & base fer elive ell, which is anether fast that very
few peeple know about. In addition te this, I will eall yeur attentien te the
fact~~-the letter ;H.ah they have written me, in which they ssy---

For your information, wish to state that up to the present time ne
shortage of fish has been noticed, but & very material shortage of fats and
oils has been reperted to us by the Department of Agriculture. In fact, odl
manufactured from herring is very much in demand at the present time~---

It cortainly must bs admitted that this is a fat war. The country that has
the most fate is geing to win the war. In fact, in Germany, we all knew that
they have bden reduced teo the peint---people whe have visited Germany tell we
of domesties eating things like esld cream which is left on the bureaus areund
ho %l reoms.

~«eif having been converted inte a Migh class feod predust, equally as

good as, Af met better than, lard. Furthermere, the gevernment is very smaleus
:&'ﬂ.ﬁum\un—vuu extrast glyoerine feor use¢ in am-
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Now, their oil is not only fat; it is what weuld be eslled vegetable fat

as distinguished from snimal fat, which we have been so strongly urged by the

=
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Feed Adminietration t¢ eonserve, being made frem fish and net from an animal,
as well as made inte glycerine, which is used in ammunition facteries, and 1ie
aleo converted into a high-class feod product. Now, at the present time there
has besn .seme misapprehension during the past twe or three years relative to
the waste of this concern. This concern is entitled 4%¢ a suspensien of this
law aoctually as much as the salmon industry. In fact, it bas reduced its

plant to a more scientific basis than either a ssalmon cannery of a ocsnnery
where they simply pask herring, and, in the sense of a direet feod product,

it absolutely wastes no part of the fish. It is entirely used. In the herring
industry they only take fish over a certain size, and en a great many eccesions
th;y cateh any number of fish and impound them and held them leng srough so
that when the nets-~-the fish are taken out of the nets, the smaller fish have
been impounded so leng that they are dead. In fact, this last season a camnery-
man, a roputable camnery man who :I.i engaged in putting up herring, told me of
one instences where aleng tho western shore of Admirelty Ieland fer miles was
covered with herring, but not of the required length, six inches or eight inches,
wvhatever it is, whioh had been impounded by the fighermen and let lecee af ter-
wards and sinply died because they weren't large enough, wherees this ecencern,
the Llllll:rilh Salting snd By-~preducts Co. uses the entire eateh, whiech 1
think at the present time is eenceded te be an sconomic adventage and net an
economio waste, and certainly se far as the war is concerned. This lew should
#e suspended as %¢ them, if their preducts e¢am preduce glycerine, semething

ve have got %o have for the high explesives, and alse preduces fats end a foed
produet, in addition.

Bo far as the Canadian Pacifiec Railway is concerned, Gevernor, I weuld
prefer net % sy anything ea this sev. I wiil wait untile~~40 ase what Judge
Gorham gets here.

GOVERNOR STRONG: Very well, Mr. Rebertsen.

-u.
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MR. OLIVER: Feor the infermation eof the members present, I would like to

state thet my name is Oliver. ‘I an from the seuth, froem the ssuthern part eof
this district, and the gentleman, Mr. Reberts, is bedly off en a few faots.

He is only here serving under fee, Now, we have in force tihis 8-hour law that
was passed by the last legislature, and we hope it will stend. Ve den't want

tc see ths fFirst law of this kind knocked out. Now, he has coms hers and he
has stated to you the condition of this Sylvester Nill Cempany at Wrangell. He
hasn't teld you teday that today that mill lays idle; he hasn't told you teday
that most all the mills lay idle; he hasn't teld yeu that thers are now, in

~ the oity of Wrangell, is a pepulation that ie idle; he hnln't‘ told yeu that
they pay $125 a thousand fer 4this lumber for airplanes; he hasn't told yeu that
the only eontentien is that the legger in seutheasstern Alaska has to pay inte the
treasury, I believe §7.50 stumpege on that lumber; he hasn't teld yeu many in-
portant things. The only thing that he hae teld you---and I want you te con-
sider that frem the standpoint that he is here acting under fee and that the
other gentlemen will be heard under the same conditiens end fer the same purpose.

MR. ROBERTS0N: WHAT fee do you get! |

MR. OLIVER: I get ne fee.

GOVERNOR STRONG: That is iomaterial. The only purpess of this hearing 1is
te arrive at the faste. 1 want to0 hear both sides pro amd eom.

MR. OLIVER: Well, then, I want t0 tell you why the saamill at Wrangell eor
Ketfhikan that this gentleman (Mr. Robertson) is representing is laying idle,
and the legging cempeny---

OOVERNOR STRONG: You eay that the sawmill at Wrangell is laying idle?

MR. OLIVER: Yes, the sesmill at Wrangell is idle.

GOVERNOR STRONG: Will you tell ws why it ie lying idle. That is germane
%0 this case.

MR, OLIVER: Well, I will say that if they weuld put as mueh casrgy in%e
starting wp the sawmill as they are in oppesing the elght-hour law, they ocould
accomplish more than they osould---




GOVERNOR STRONG: But why is the mill idle! That is what I want to know,

in view of the statements that have been made by Mr. Rebertsen that they esma't

£i11 their erders; that they have received 8¢ many orders that they sma't fill

them end have turned them down. Why, then, is that sammill lyiag idle, if it
is, as you say!?

ER. OLIVER: The management is responsible fer that. It's net the 8-howur

GOVERNOR STRONG: Well, is laber unobtainable!?

MR. OLIVER: The laber is there, all right. Wrangell is full ef idle men
and Ketchikan is full of idie men. The 16;501-- of sesutheastern Alaska are hav-
ing some trouble now, and the great cemtention is the §7.50 stumpage. They de
net want te psy stumpage. They are willing te leg material fer airplanes fer
the Allies or Amsrica if they will take ¢ff the stumpage. The Ferest Depariment
has put a new stumpage of §7 en this airplane lumber, and they are allewing
them $128---ne, §1350 a thousand fer shakes and split lumber, and §125 a thousand
for sewed lumber. This seems te be the great esentemtion,

MR, ROBERTSON . I.[t is very apparent that Mr. Oliver deesn'{ know what he's
talking abeut. Ae & matter of fast, Colensl Diegue has effered the Willsen &
Sylvester Uuill Company $160 a thouseand, 'if you want t¢ know what the priee is,
and they eannot preduce 1t. with the 8-heur law in eperation. If they could take
BeR, could empley men fer more than 8- hours and pay them & bemus, give them
ovartime, they ceuld de it, but this law prohibits them and they would have te
have a double erew if they went te work.

‘MR. OLIVER: WVell, I was enly mistaken by $10, but I'm net mistakem in
principle, ami you can @& fust as much in eight Dours as you ean in ten hours
snd begrudging him the 8§ heours,

MR, ROBERTBON: May I ask you a question!

M. OLIVER: Swrely. :

MR, ROBERTSON: You don'd mesn that in all respests. Say, for instance,

I den's know how Lemg it takes % go out frem Wrangell to Bamks Island--<bui

say it teok ebght hours. Hew are you going %o got a crew mmd %ug W got dowmn
there in elght hours! I mean, say, i1 takes ten heurs. Mew are you ping %o
get them thers im less than ten hours! You know as a fishermea that they have
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got te bring legs in. They den't cut legs right arcund Wrangell; they've got
t0 go eut quite a digtance %¢ get them and in all kinds ef weather, and if it
takes mors than 8 hours %o get te thwee places, hew are you going te ge areund
te these islands and get the logs!

MR, QLIVER: Well, my dear friend, 1'll tel) you hew. The Sylvester MNill
some time ege had a little beat dewn there, end to my persenal knewledge, they
employsd & full erew then. They had a mate and a pilet; they had an engimeer
and two fireman., They had a full crew, and they ceuld run the whole 24 hours;
and then they have a full orew on that barge. So there's m let ¢f bunk in
what yeu're reading thers amd---

MR, ROBERTBON: Well, that's your contentien.

MR, BARNETT: What's t¢ prevent them bonte }rom having two crews!

NR, ROBERTS8ON: Where are they going te get two crews]

MR, BARNETT: Frem these idle men that are laylng areund.

MR, OLIVER: A full erewv of men oan work 34 howurs, They made ths same
holler over the steamships. The companies seid that they ceuldn't ruh thelr
steamers under these conditicns---under the same saonditions. But, we're running
them.

GOVERNOR STRONG: It seems to me that if a boat leaves Jumeam, Wrangell er
Petersburg, and it teakes 10 hours instead of eight te reash its ebjective, 14-
wouldn't stop midway bLecause the eight hours had been consumed. They'll eer-
tainly reach their objeotive. 1 don't think we need discuess that. That ie
putting too fine a point upon it.

I received a request a while age from a man whe has centracted to deliver
ore to a certain point, B wrote me that he wanted the law suspended. He said
that he oould hardly make the dietance of 20 miles 4in eight hours and he wanted
te know what he would do if it teok him nine heurs to get te the rallread sta-
tion. Wall, I den't supposs thst he would stop right there at the sxpiration
of the 8 hours, Af the depot wae a mile or twe away. HNe wouldn't step there
and leawe his team and his men---
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MR. ROBERTSON: Neo, Gevernor, but---

GOVERNOR STRONG (Conmtinuing): ---they weuld make their ebjective.

MR. TAULKNER: Under the railroad act, it has been held that it was neces-
sary te change their crews on the trains, and that peint applies equally se here.
GOVERNCR STRONG: But the proevisions and oepportunity weuld be there for
changing the crews at certain points; tut a man can’t step on the trall in the
winter time becmuse he has exhausted his eight hours, 1 should imagine. I

don't think that the law requires the impessible.

MR, FAULKNER. New, in that instance you have cited, whers a man might
need an hour or tws hours tc reash his destination, how do you sontend that
that wouldn't be a violation ef the law.

COVERNOR STRON3: 9ell, I centdend that he !us get to make his objective.

He can't stay our there and allew hie team and his men to fresse. Therefere,
it 1is a case of emergency. I'm noet construing the law.

MR. MCKANNA: Governor, do I understand that the Goverﬁmnt g=hour law
deaspn't contaln an emergency cleuse! *

MR. FAULKNER: No.

MR, MoKANNA: Of ceurse, if a man should comtinue 4¢ repeat those instances
titat the Governor has cited until it became & hebit, there is ne questien abeut
it; but if it happens at one time through untoward reasens that he is out there
in the snow and he has got to get in er his team will be fresen, thers is ne
question about i4. He would be allowed te de it. That ie a case of emergenscy,
but if he makes & habit out ef 4it, then he is going to code under the law.

MR, FAULKNER: How would you do im the case of a railread train that was
late and about twe hours frem its destinatien? Lives wouldn't be in damger.

MR, MoKANNA: Do you mesn to tell me that if s reilread train is wrecked,
that the erew ean't work say longer than---

MR, WSTGARD: I would like te get & chance % make a statament amd go.

GOVERNGR STRONS: I suppose, we will have to hear Mr. Rebertsen first.

MR. ROBERTEON: I have nothing more 4o say right new.




MR. ROBERTSON: Ne, Gevernor, but---

GOVERNOR BTRONG (Contimuing): <---they would make tho:l.rlobjn‘un.

MR. FAULKNER: Undoer the railread act, it has been held that it was neces-
sary te change their crews en the trains, and that point applies squally se here.

- CGOVERNOR SBTRONG: But the previsions and epportunity weuld be there feor
changing the crews at certain peints; tmt a man can't step on the trail in the
winter time becmuse he has exhausted his eight hours, 1 should imagine. I
don't think that the law reguires the impessible.

MR, FAULKNER. New, in that instance you bave cited, where a man might
need an hour er twe hours to reach his destimatien, how do you scentend that
that wouldn't be a violation ef the law.

GOVERNOR STROND: Well, I centend that he has get %0 make his objective.
He oan't stay ocur there and allew his team and his men t0 freese. Thereferse,
it 18 a case of emergency. I'm net conetruing the law.

MR. MCKANNA: Govermor, de I umderstand that the Government 8~hour law
deesn't contain an emergency elsmse! ‘

MR, FAULKNER: No.

MR, MeKANNA; Of oceurse, if a man should eontinue te repeat those instances

that the Gevernor has e¢ited until it became a habit, there is me questien abeut
it; but if it happens at one time threugh unteward reasens that he is out there
in the snew and he has got to get in er his team will be fresen, there is me
question about 4t. He weuld be sllowed te deo it, That is a cu‘o of emergeney,
ut u' he makes & habit aﬁi of it, then he iy going te come under the law.

MR, FAULKNER: How would you de in the ¢ase of a reilread train that was
late snd about .jju hours from its destination! Lives weuldn't be in damger.

MR, NMoKANNA: Do you mean to tell me that if a rallread train iy wreched,
that the crev san't work aay longer than---
MR. RUSTGARD: I would )ike to get a chamees %0 make s statement and go.
& COVERNOR BTMONG: 1 suppese, we will have te hear Mr. Reberteen {irst.
MR, ROBERTSON) I have sething more to say right nev.
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MR. RUSTGARD: I was requested te come here by the lecal agent of the
Pagific Ceast Coal Company 10 make a etatement as to the effect of the presemt
8~hour lew onm the shipping business so far as it affects the tramspertation
of conl, 1 do so without petitiening fer the suspensien of the elght-heur lavw,
3 ' -~ but in the interest of the publiec gemeraslly, in order that thet fact may be

known. The questien is not one of the rate of wages. The fect is that we have
only e certain amount ef human emergy to apply te the present situation, end it
is up 10 us to ses that none of that human energy gees te waste, snd that no
man is idle, We might, deuble, we might treble, we might quadruple the rate of
wages, but it wouldn't increase in any particular the amount ef humen snergy
upon which we are peruitted to draw for the purpese ¢f carrying on the war. Ve
slso have only a certain smount ef ships. It is immatsrial how much we pay fer
freight. That will not inereanse the tonnage eapable of supplying eur armies at
the present time,

Now, at the present time coal is brought here from the Btates, The Compsny
was allowed, in unleading cargees, to work mere tham eight hours. 8¢ far the
longshoremen have made vigerous preteste against the law when they have been
laid of f at the end of the elight-hour peried, for the reasea that under the law
they generally get im about eight hours werk only upen each carge, and they are

compelled to lay idle until the mext beat comes im, which may be in three er

feur days, or it may be in ten er twelve days. Under the eircumstances, it
will net pay a pearson to ge into the business of longshoring. He will met
follew it as a liveliheod. He sust figure on getiing in, under the present
law, only two, maybe only ome, elght~hour period a week, which is not suf-

( ficient., You may say that you can double the wages and it will pay the poeple
; to go into the lengshoring business as & liveliheod, bt by doing that, you
mist sy & men for laying 4dle from three to five or six days and deing me
-n.mu-q‘.qucmm-nn—m. At W present time
they are getting sleng fairly weld beemuse ihers are & mumber of fishermen ia
towm whe want %0 go %0 work in 4he ships; but under the present arrangmment,
MtMMnﬁimm-‘m-ﬂMﬂmmm




eight-hour period on each cargo, or appreximately that; amd if you deuble or

troble or gquadruple the wages, you may get people 40 lay here a week waiting:

for a chance 40 get in an elght-~hour period, but yeu will be drawing that mueh

snergy from the other preductive industries, where they are sadly mesded.

B¢ much for the effeot on the lengsheremsn. Now, in regard te ships. It
is up to us to conserve tonnigp and bottemry. There was a ship in here recent-
ly that was held waiting for labor three nights and twe days in successien, at
an expense of $400 per day. That is & small amount. All you have to de is te
taks that extra expenmse and add it to the prioce of coal- charge the publie se
uuoh‘mnro. Sure. But during this peried tha ship is idle, eor iiiting for
labor, we are holding thet much transportation facilities frem our armies.

That 1s all it means; but 1t meens more than that. The question is hew te
utilize vhat little tonnage we have every hour and minmute of the day and waste
none of it by idleness. It is immaterial to the cempany which way the auther-
ities look st this matter, mand teday, under the present excess prefit %ax,

it is mythical for anybedy to think, when he werks for a serperatien, that

he doe¢s not also werk for the govermment, because if they have an excess

prefit over a eertain per cent, the Government will get up te BO per eent of it.

1 thenk yeu, Your Excellency. That is sppreximately all I have te sy,

and I just submit this fer the censideratien of the sutherities.

MR, OLIVER: MIr. Rustgard, will yeu tell mes if yeu represent the man whe
labers, or are you riprtlcutlng the employers?

MR. RUSTGARD: I was asked here by Mr. Young, the local agent of the
Company to make a statement.

MR, DOYLE: In making a reply to Mr. Rustgard sad his essertiens concera-
ing the longshoremen, later on that will speak for iteelf. There was a public
meoting salled last night in & very fev moments, just thres or fewr heurs’
notice given, Thers is a documernt preseanted which will represent the senti-
msat of the longshoremen with every other lesbering man. If the lengsheremen
are aggrieved at the sdght-howr law, he souldn't come there and enderee the
whele provisions of the S<hour lav as 1% stands en the statute besks tedey.
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He endersed that. He gave his vetes and also signed the petitiea. IHia velse

and his vete here has been cast aleng with the rest ¢f the werking people. I1f

T s et gt B, o s

the longshoremen didn't think that they were making a livelihoed, they would
eurely want 1o change 1t. But I can ge aleng the waterfreat snd see the very |
same men that were thepe three years ape., There is very little reasen for a i
gorporation to complain sbout the condition of the workimgmen when ho deeen't
himeself. Prior %o this law, 1 seen men working % on the boats down here my-

self from 28 to 30 hours en one beat and walking en the wharf beside them was

men hungry that couldn't get a day's work. That was enly two years age here in
Juneai, and every man that werked on the waterfrent seen it as well es me. I

saen #o niny men applying fer werk at the mill down here that you ceuldn't

pass by them on the read, and some of the employers would elam the deer in th‘ir

face. Do they want the ssme thing to exist today?

Mesting mdjourned until 2 o'clesk in the af termoon.

—
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(Af terneen seqsion)

GOVERNOR STRONG: This morning the matter of the suspension of the B-heur
law, #0 far as the teking, preparing and canning ef feed fish in the vatirs of
Alaska is sencemmed, was referred to, snd thore has been a goed deal ¢f misin-
fermation en this point, I understand that it has bsen stated that I suspended--~
that 1, nsting as Governor, suspended this law. Fer the infermation of you
gontlemsn and all conserned, I went to state that the law, se far as the pre-
paratien of fish fer feed ie concerned, was sispended by me, but my action
was based upon this: (Reads telegram frem Couneil of Natienal Defense) Upen
the receipt of thni'roquolt, I issued an Executive Order, suspending the law
80 far as salmon canning is cencerned. Later I recsived a similar request in
regard te¢ all kinds of foed fish, inecluding shell-fish, and a subsequent Exesu-
tive Order was issued en the request e¢f the Council ef Natienal Def ense and
the Secreteary e¢f the Interior, suspending the law &0 far as the taking ef all
kinds of feod fish is concerned. I want t¢ make that siatement ss as te¢ make 1t
perf eotly clear to you gentlemen.

The discussion, se far, it seems 4 me has develeped ene point which seeme
t0 be vital to this inquiry, I think, and that is the question ef the laber eup-
ply in Alaska, and 1 weuld suggest 1o such of you gentlemen as may discuss this
matter from yeur varieusstandpoints, that you furnish all the infermation that
is pessible as to the supply of laber at the present time and as t0 the sutleock
for the future, irrespective of the heurs of laber. I wamt that fer my ewn
infermation and for transmittal, of course, with my report te the Council eof
National Def ense. Mr. Rebertson, have you anything more te say!?

MR, ROBERTSCN: I will sey, in respense %o that last request of yours,
@evernor, thet I wired to Ketchikem and Wrangell relative te the laber supply
there. There was a statenmsnt made here by Mr. Oliver, or seme other gendleman
hers, relative % the laber supply in thie imhnrlu--'m. While that i»s
not pertinent to the present ieswe, I think Mr. Bradiey, whe is here represent-
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ing one of the large mining ecompanies here, can tell you that there was not an

everabundant supply of laber here twe years age. Is that net true, Mr. Bredley!?

MR. BRADLEY: That is true.

MR. MOBERTSON: Mr. H-ﬁ can tell you that the eanly idle men in Skagwey
are men who refuse to work and not men who wish te werk. Ve all know that
the Gevermment wants 400,000 men in the shipyears at the present time and are
enrolling just as many men as it possibly can---men who in any way knew how

handle teels. The enrellment isn't binding on them er en the Gevernment, tut

the Gevernment consliders it a patriotic duty fer men to nr*. if they pes-

sibly can.
MR. DOYLE: I made the remark sbout the everplus of labor twe years age,
which at the present time deesn't apply to the situmtien at present, but I

can verify it, not by myself, but by hundreds, that it was nearly impessible

to pass between the houﬁ of four snd five e'cleck frem the sawmill te the
office of the Alaska Junesu alll for men that were wanderiag around, itrying
to get an excuse to go to work; and the empleyment agent had to ge threugh
the back door to avoid the rush, If that is net an everplus ¢f laber, I wuld

like te knew what the gentleman classes as an sverplus ef labder. 7
S

ga—

GOVERNOR STRONG: That was twe years ago! —

MR. DOYLE: Yes, twe yeoars age.

GOVERNOR STRONG: Of ceurss, that doesn't affest the situatien tedey.

MR, DOYLE: No, that doesn't affeot the situatien teday, tut referring
10 the outleok as it now presents iNelf in nﬁn today, the enly ene thing
that has kept o geed deal of labor here is the expectatien of an aight-hour
lav. They canm find betier markets for their laber in other fislds, and them
can find a mere genial climate, and there is metking % keep the laber here
enly the expeotion of getting a 1little relief frem the 10~hour day, amd the
betterment of the smployer smd his smployeses, as it is the tw ecardinal
prizeiples ia this etatreversy, whieh I think concerns one equally as it

do the other; and the only means that they have of keeping laber or getting
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laber is te give them some better terms. Now, it has been stated time and
again, whether frem suthentisc sources er not I sm not prepared te say, but it
has been said that the mines in this country can't afferd te pay any mere
wages; a decent living wage. A man with a family, trying 40 keep a family
in this eeuntry en §3 a day is insufficient. Te buy his fuel, to pay his
rent and clethe the average family of five persens amd do it en §3, I think
there must be very fine figures reserted to; and sueh is the cive with a

goed many men in Jumnesu right teday to my personal knowledge; and the only
wvay, 1f we want te conserve feed for eur army is to give 2 man some time +to
grow a garden, but vhen a man werks Aen hours & day , he commences at half-past
five in the morning end he won't get through that 10-heur day uniil 7 e'cleck
at night, and that man will be im pretty poor shape te cultivate a garden te
help eenserve feed and keep his family and live en three dellars a dey.

Suoh is the sase. The workingman is net taken imte consideration very
strengly, but they adhere to principles of law and erder; they are geed,
patrietic sitisens; they help the Government even to their 1ife bleed on +he
battlefield, and still they are a ene-sided issue. Thelir vete is threwn inte
the 'llii-;llkot with ene stroke of the pem.

MR, FAULKNER: Do you think that the enfercement ef the 8-heur law or keep-

ing the 8~hour day, would have a t endency %0 inerease wages!

MR. DOYLE: It would inersase the men's time te sultivate a gardem amd
grov semé of the necessaries of 1life.

MR, FAULKNER: Do you thimk there are very mamy men in this section whe
sultivate gardens!

M. DOTLE: Not many that are werking ten heura a day.

MR, BARNETT: I weuld like %0 speak oa this subjecd. The enly ressea
for the soarcity of laber heve ie simply because the S=hour law i» beinj fought
continuously. If 4% 49 not one elass of peeple ar a corperation, it is the
business mea's asseeiation clear threugh, and every time it ie fought the peeple
leave by Whe hundreds ea the very next beat. He'll never stay here if we den't
got the 8~hour day, as thsy are getting betler priess cutside fer laber. The
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men in the shipyards are working enly 8 hours a day snd they are saying nothing
gbout evertims, and theyfre keeping their holidays, teo. The Government deesn't
expect the men to work amy more than eight bours and it is not asking 'th- 0
do it. Just as soon as you step kicking about the 8-heur law, you will see
inbor seming inte Aiulkn. They are waiting in Seattle to come back here, but
they'll not come here unless we get our eight hours. We understand the situa-
tion thet the mines are in and the little scarcity of labor, but that's the
reasen fer the soaréity. The mines are deing a lot of good and the men are a
geod bunch ef workers, but they have kept frem ofgni:ing and -osusing any
trouble and have been satisfied to work away with their miners werking at $3.50
e day and §3 for muckers. That's pretiy smll wages, but it was all the
mines could afford te pay, in my opinien, and that is simply the reasen why I
did not take steps to erganisze the men inte a unien se that he ceuld demand
his $5 a day; but frem the time I come te¢ Alaska, I ceuld ses that they couldn't
afford te puy-y' more because they was bullding 44 up. Frem the time I de ses
that they can afferd te pay any more besause they are making more money and not
paying labor any more, I will right then and there erganize them. The mers
you holler and kiok sbout the werking men, the worse yeu get. I think that
we ought te hﬁo eight hours fer sleep and adight hours fer recreation. As it
is, we don't get much time fer anything, ﬁt I even made e garden last year
and raised vegetables eneugh 40 run me clear threugh the year. We need %o give
the men a ehance t0 raise their little gardens and build up Alaska and met
kneok it dewn. If there was no mere said sbout 44 the laber weuld eoms right
back 4o Alaska. Mem are leaving here svery day, sad whem I go 40 them mad
talk te them, they say, "Tes, but they'll kmeek us out ef eur eight heurs.®
I have been telling the men that the Government doen't want them yet amd net 4
quit their jebs until they are asked to eeme oud; and for that simple reasen
I would 1ike 10 see the law stend just as it is.

GOVERNOR STROME: Wiy are these men leaving!

MR. BARNETT: They're leaving simply becamse they're afraid shey're going
% loss Welr rights and the 8<hour law. That's the ealy reasen.
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GOVERNOR STRONG: Thay are afraid eof something te come rather than pre-

sent cenditiens; something in the future---semething that hasn't transpired.

MR. BARNETT: Yes; on acceunt of the fishing industiry net getting 8 hours.
That knocks out lets of them and they den't feel like staying, and they say,
'*Nell, they'll get the miners, and I tell them, "Ne; they'll mever get the
miners.” At that time I thought i% was the fishing imdustry that was to come
up, but when they come to the miners and leggers, I figured that the eeeks and
waiters had a rtg'ht te come up and try and keep the men here.

GOVERNOR BTRONG: New, Mr. Barnst4, what do you knew about ﬂu hours of
labor in lumber camps, lumber mills of Washingten and Oregen.

MR. BARNETT: I don't knew any more than what I have heard and read ia the
newspapers. I never werked in a lumber ommp in Washington er Oregen. I werked
in a lumber camp in the northern part ef California, but I don't know the hours

they were keeping.

MR. TAULKNER: Yeu say the contemplation eof this elght~hour law will drive

men away frem Alaska and ih.t if you have an 8-heur law, there will be ne shers-
age of laber!?

MR. BARNETT: Yes.

MR. FAULKNER: Yeu think they will ceme bask!?

MR. BARNETT: Yes

MR. FADLKMER: Do you know anything about laber cenditiens in the mines!?
Do you knew whether it affects the miners!?

MR, BARNETT: I figure myself that it dees. I've gene threugh the Alaska
Junsen Mine.

MR. FAULKNER: Do you know hew long they have had an S-hour law in the

mines!

MR. BARNETT: Yeoo; I figare that they have had an 8~-hour day in the mines
for the past two years.
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" MR, FAULKNER: If the B-hour law hasn't benefited the miners in the mine,
how is it geing te benefit the cooks and waiters.
MR. BARNETT: Well, we have a let ¢f men eutside ¢f the mines that will
quit decause they say that they're still agitating the elght heurs.

MR, FAULKNER: Have you heard any agitatien ageinst the S-hour law.

MR. BARKETT: No, sir; they haven't at all, But a let of men will quit in

sympathy. |

MR, FAULKNER: How ie it geing te affeet the ceocks and walters' union and
not affest the mines!?

MR, BARNETT: And net affect the mines?

MR, FAULKNER: Yes.

MR, BARNETT: Well, I figure it will

MR, FAULKNER: Why should it change the laber sl taatien! They have get
an 8-hour lew. You say they have had an 8~hour law fer twe years. VWhy sheuldnt
result, why hasn't 14 resulted in plenty of laber!?

MR. BARNETT: DBecause the labor situmtien was never settled. The S~heur
law was never settiled.

MR, FAULKMER: Why it must have been settled if it has bsen en the statud
books for twe years!? h

MR. BARNETT: The mines khave been following it strictly, but still it has
never besn settled, and they are afraid that the same thing will happen to i4
that vas done teo the rn‘na; industry.

GOVERNOR STRONG: You mean the 8-hour law as applied teo underground mining?

MR, BARNETT: Underground mining; yes.

m. 'm: Well, mew, coming bask to the original question, Aif it hamni
saved the laber supply is the mime, hew do you consider i4 is going to save the
laber supply emtstde of he mines.

MR. BARNETT: Besause we have desa working 9 hours all the time.

MR. FAULKNER: Why don't thay stay iz the mines where 4hey have § heurs.

MR, BARNETT; Becsuse there iv se much kweshimg of the S-hour law.




MR. FAULKNER: Do you know that the mines have beexr werkiamg abeut a 50
per cent orew for the past 18 months with an 8~hour day! New, how de you cen-
sider that the 8~heur law is going te affeet labor eutside of the mines vhen
i4 hasn't resulted in a supply of laber fer the mines!?

MR. BARNETT: It will affect it by people eoming in here.

MR, FAUBKNER: That doesn't answer the q-nnthn.

MR. DOYLE: Allow me to glve e 1ittle mere satisfastory explanatioen 4o
Mr. Faulkner en that subjeet. The ressen why the 8~heur law didn't keep the
miners here was that gold didn't fluetuate while cepper did. The eepper mines
wore on a sliding sosle and the minere wemt ¢ the market where they seld their
laber to0 the best advantage. That is it exactly. That is ihe smswer 1 wanted
to give. Gold can't pay any mere. In fast, i4 ien't as valuable teday as i%
was a year age. The purehasing pewer ef a dellar is nething to what it was
five yours age. Thersfore, the geld mine eaa't afferd te pay any mere wages,
while cepper has seared swny in the sky.

MR. FAULKNER: So thenm the 8-hour law, yeu figure, vnlh'i save the
situation if there were ether industries -hnu nen away frea them.

MR. DOYLE: Net at all, but the 8-lwur law is an incentive te keep them

h.r..

MR, FAULKNER: You think there are higher wages at thie time te be had
in ether places.

MR, DOYLE: Certalnly, and if yeu can't afford %0 pay the men here any
mere, the only incentive %o give laber here is to give them seme inducement
1ike ih @~hour law. As you can't give it te ¥hem ia a mometary considera-

Won, you must make up for the deficiency in some other way.
MA. FAULKNER: What is your eccupation? I am asking you that for the
purpose of the recerd.

MR. DOYLE: Hew! _
MR. FASLKWER: What is your ocoupstion, for the purposs of the recerd!
MR. DOTLE: I am & sarpemter.




MR, FAULENER: Do you thiamk that there is a shertage e¢f laber in Alaska

MR. DOYRE: I de.
MR, PAULKNER: What do yeu comsider that is due %07 Do yeu think that 44

4s due to any ‘shertagé of lsber im ether places?

MR, DOYLE: Yes
MR. FAULKNER: Do you consider that there is an astual shertage ef laber

here now!

MR, DOYLE: I couldn't say {rem my own experienevy that thers is any

shortage. 1 knew in my line thers is an overplus.
MR. FAULKNER: Do yeu live in Junssu?
MR. DOYLE: ; de .
MR. FAULKNER: Do you know anything about the esonditien e¢f the laber market
in the mines here. |
MR, DOYLE: Well, m0; I am not very well versed ia mining. It isn't my
line of work, |
MR, FAULKNER: Yeu have sesn pesters arcund here te the affest that there
was a shortage eof laber,
MR. DOYLE: The posters den't offer me a Job; At den't do me any geed up
here.
MR. FAULKNER: You understand it te be a fact that ne mam is wvithout a job
vhe wants one!?
MR, DOYLE: In ceritain lines?
MR, FAULENER: In any line.
DOYLE: I anm witheut a job myself.
FALKWIR: DO YOU CONsider that you could get s jebi
DOYLE: No, I oouldn's,
MR. FAULENER: HNaven't you seen signs advertisiag for men!
MR, DOYLE: m*__.ll.tﬁ_l.'ﬁﬁi De the Government and their elgne
pronies mo sy Job ok oy spselfis Wee? §o. The Gevermment aski o8 4 give
in w neme and held myself in readiness 4f called wpe.




MR, FAULKMER: HNave yeu givem your name in?

MR. DOYLE: No.

MR. FAULKNER: Have you heard abeut this great army ¢f idle men that
Nr. Oliver has spoken of?

MR. DOYLE: Yes.
MR. VAULXNER: Yeu heard that thers are idle men at Xetehikan and

Wrangell?

MR, DOYLE: Yes.
MR, FAULKNER: Don't yeu think that would be a geed fact te communicate

to the Government offiolale!?

HR. DOYLE: V¥Well, I suppose the Gevermment has officials that leek
af toer that and they cught te knew about it. BSecretary e¢f Laber Wilsen, in
VWashingten said that there was sufficient ladber all ever the United States,
and wvhat higher authority can we get than he!?

MR, FAULKNER: Whe is this?

MR, DOYLE: Mr. Wilsen, Besretary of Lsber,

MR. FAVLENER: He said thers was plenty ef laber?

MR, DOYRE: Yes. He made an exeeption te the rule that there was met in
the lumber weods of Washington and Oregen, where they are having the same kind
of troudls ever eight hours right here ieday.

HMR, FJAULKNER: Mr. Doyle, are you perselally willing t¢ werk more than
eight hours a day 4if you got paid for it?

MR. DOYLE: I am mot.

MR, FAULKNER: Regardless of pay!

MR. DOTAR: Regardliess of money considerations. That hoamm't suything %
do with the matter---ghother I prefor 204 ¢ work. Thees laws aren'$ plased
en the statuis deoks---

MR, PAULKNER: Well, I just simply ssked you vhether you were or mod.

MR, DOTLE: Well, I gave you my saswer,

MR, ROBERTSON: Lot e ask you anether questien---if it is true---
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MR. nom Veall, now, "if" ie no argument. Give me a straight questien.
MR, ROBERTBON: VWell, mew, wait a minute. ~--if it is true that the
Government---

MR, DOYLE: No; when you put that "if" in you destrey the whele ithing.
Give me & straight question end I'll answer it.

MR. ROBERTSON: The Gevernment needs airplane steck. Do you censider it
e greater facter fer the puinlic geod that the men should werk mere than eight
hours to get out airplane steek during the present natienal crisis than it
would be fer the men to simply confime themselves te an S-hour day!?

MR, DOYLE: I will answer this question in this way. If the Gevernment
understands the situatien, and 1f they den't call-=-if they oall fer men in
their shipyards by the lundreds of thousands,--if they, in their wisdem,
consider that 4t is better fer the welfare of the country and everybedy ocon-
cerned and they aceept the 8-hour Govermment day, therefere, there is no agru-

ment on yeur side ¢f the questien whateeever.

MR. ROBERTBON: You didn't snewer the gquestien at all.

SENATOR HUBBARD: New, yeu suggested a matter that is now 4o me; but
new, with the demand fer alrplane stock and the big prices that are paid, why
den't they double their ocutfit snd make it ia hours!?

MR. ROBERTSBON: For the simple reasen that Mr. Barmett and MNr. Doyio have
%ld you, that in that portien of Alaska, yeu ean't get the men.

SENATOR HUBBARD: Why den't you get away frem here where yeou esm got men.

4 MA. RORERTSON: Because there ies ne plase where you ean get sirplane steck

1ike you esm heres. :
| m-ﬁﬁiﬁ{m.munm.ou'mumummm
of men that are going out to leok for Jobs. I will undertake to get you a mill
erew of 70 or & hundred men mnd do At ineide of twe weeks.
M. MOBENTEON: By ging to the Esployment Buresm!
SENATOR MUBBARD: Well, I will go 46 the men that I am cqueinied with. |
nw-m-unﬂ“mummma@aﬁmm.
and he swid e was geing 0 dehe eny kind of werk he could gat---s man who has
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been threugh the timber samps frem Miochigan te Alasks and understands everything .

about the business and ceuld rum a mill; and still these mem are being drivea

e ——

outside.

MR. ROBERTSON: At the present time, Mr. Hubbdard, the Gevernment needs

400,000 men. It is going to need that many men during the nort soven months,
It is very true that therse may be idle men in Seattle, but yeu've got te
realise that it takes time to de all these things; but the Government will need

400,000 men during the next seven menths. |

SENATOR HOBBARD: What kind eof men de yeu refer te, '-nuu. do yeu net!?

MR. ROBERTSON: Any man that ean handle teols is the way they call it,
ineluding all kinds of day laberers. |

SENATOR HUBBARD: Well, in the Third divieion we have plenty of all kinds
of ml.

MR, RICE: Mr. Reberisen made tﬁo statement that the mill at Wramgell
had turned down erders frem seven conoerns-~--frem the Alaska-Juneau amnd frem the
Aleske-Treadwell-~--

MR. ROBERTSON: No, not the Alaska~Junesm.

MR, RICE: ---Alaska-Treadwell., Last susmer the James sswmill had a full
erow and was ruaning full speed and it run fer sbout esne month after the cave-ia
and then they had te close dewn. Why! Beomuse they ceulda't get the erders.
They had mo difficulty in getting men; get all the men they wemted. Every day
there was three or feur men seking fer a jeb. And one more thing: I eam walk
down the streetes of Juneau teday, and if anybedy will ask me % get fifty men,

I will get them fer you inside of twe hours.

MR. ROBERTSON:  What kind of gen!

MR. RICE: I don't omre what kind of men---garpenters, painters, machinisis
or stevedores. I oan get them for you. T

MR, ROBERTSON: New leng have you been idle here!
MR, RICE: X have been idle here for the last twe months; eand men have gone
%o Seattle and they write back here and tell uws that the Government says, "We'll




eall yeu vhen we need yeu.

MR, ROBERTSON: 50 far as the sawmills are conserned, while I have ne par-

tisular or persenal knevledge of the contrasts between the James sawmill and the

Alaske-Treadwell~-~--all 1 told you was that the Willsen Sylvester Mill Company,
in additien to the orders which it stated it had turned dewm, stated that it
had slse turned dewsn some orders from the Alaske-Treadwsll Geld Miming Co.

MR. RICE: Well, if they turmed down those erders, why seuldn't the James
sswmill have taken up these orders. Probably their ratee may have been a lit-
tle different, but they didn't have any orders and clesed down in the middle of
D;ooubor or the middle of thi seasen. Probably you never done any hard werk.

MR, ﬂOhERfBON: I certainly have.

MR, RICE: Well, if yow have, you knew that when you de eight hours ef hard,
honest werk, you're tired. On the other hand, if you have gst e go ahead and

work 12 heurs, yeu lay dewn on the jeb., 1'll give yeu an instance. I werked
in the messhouse of the Alaska Juneau a couple eof years age, and there was plemty
of men. I worked 9 heurs a day and the main gang worked 8 hours a deay. When
that whistle blew at feur o'clock, we waited till half-past four. The werk that
was dene frem four %0 half-past feur wasa't werth that (indicating by mmap of.
fingers) Why! Beesuse the men steod arsund and kicked. If we have eight hours,
we will be eontented t0 stay here, the same as Mr. Doyle says, and gﬁ ahsad and
raiss that little garden.

MR, ROBERTSON: Well, hew are you geing % de, for instance, whers you have
acrew of men werking eight heurs, underground men, all classes of men that werk
8 hours. Yeu are a cedk and waiter. HMew are you gedng 40 50 srrange your eight
hours as to be able to prepare and serve feod to these men whe eat at the ex-
trameties of the G~hour shift.

MR, RICE: 1 will snswer that questien. In 3 resteursat wvhen a man is
working tem heurs, the first thiag ke does when he goes ia is % eat; d he
takon Jife oony, emd about middey he tekes another healf an hour or sn howr, snd
o0 on, but shen the sight~howr law takes offect, 4t At does met full threugh,
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R rp—— Sl . L ) s T LI " .Hh“'l.ﬁ..‘.u. ol il P = .




A
it isn't necessary to eat in those eight hours. Verk all the time; put a 1little

speed on and get semething deme. Den't hang on the jeb,
New, ons mere thing, we have ships tied up at the vharves at Hoboken all
areund, waiting to transpert feod ts the Allies, but do you hear President

¥Wileon making a kiock about the men not werking ten heurs a dayt

MR. ROBERTSON: Where did you get the informetion that they have ships

tied up at the docks of Heboken!

MR. RICE: Read your newspapers,

MR, RORERTSON: Oh, well, you oan't~---

MR. RICE: Well, we've got to go by newspaper talk. There's nothing else
we can go by, That's what educates the Ameriean peeple. Why $hose four-minute
mon in the theaters say the same thing---we have rhips tied up at Hebeken.

The Government is comtented with the eight-hour law; why can't we little
people in this fromtier, Ged-fersaken eouniry, have it! We are here trying teo

' nl.ki a country out of it and make a living. Ve don't want very mueh,

MR, ROBERTSON: Mr. Rice, I will tell yeu that, se far as any argument yeu
are making en the merite or demerits e¢f the $-heur law is concerned, eor se far
as the benefite of lack of benefits frem it 19 comcerned, you are net getiing
anywhere. The questien is wiether er not tiie lew shell be suspended until
the termination of the war,

MR. RICE: New Mr. nlboﬁﬁn made the statement that there was e
scarcity of labor, -l Mr. Bradlesy over there says that statement is sorrest,
but a man can go down %o the mill every day and nmot get e job, but the mine will
take you as e micker or a miner. They want miners and men #at know a mine. He
doesn't want men that never saw 2 mine. I may go shesd and do & 1ot of damage
and osuse a 1ot of expenes; but I can go into the mine--~I can be shewn there.
There 4¢ ne danger. But you saa't get a job in the mine unlese you knew seme-
thing abeut 414. I will ask suy wan %0 verify my statemente. New after the
senmill wes elosed down hors, ihere wes no seareiiy of laber--~alwags Peaty of
labor and plonty of help all the 4ime, sad if ve cam get e S-hour law, the
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the people will come bask. They will no't only help themselves but help every- %
bedy. The business men whe have invested their memey hers are not getting twe
per cent en their money. If we have the people thers, they will be benefited;
80 why not give us that little thing!?

MR, ROEERTSON: I would like to ask yeu---what I can't understend is why
is it the laboring men are all se oconfident ef lciing!

MR, RICE: I will anewer that question. We are just a few, 1little bunch

of working men. On the other side we have yeu gellemen. Some are paid te ceme

here. They don't stand for the working man, snd they den't send a werking man
te represent them here. They send you. That is your callimg. They den't
send me because they know I am a werking stiff, but yeu are a college graduate
amd you ere suppesed to have goed brains. Leok at the men amd eerperations
you represent,

MR. ROBERTSON: Leok at the letters which are filed with Geverner BStrenmg.
Thet man by the name eof Bender is Just es mich a werking man as yeu are. He is
& hard woerking man and he is net rich. I assume that Mr. Bender was unable te
come, They seratched out his name and wvrete mine abeve it, I do net think
elither the VWrangell Bylvester Mill or the Alaska Logging Co. are aay different.

MR. RICE: There is one more thing. Why not have a double erew. If they |
can afford to run eight heurs, they cam work . their machines 24 houre. IA doesnh
‘hurt 1t & bit, but & human body will mot do 4it. Hemdle us better and we will &
more work. We're net getting big weges, but we're looking te the future. If
the Govermment wants us to werk more tham 8 hours, we will do it willingly.

MR. ROBERTSON: The tking is this, if yeu will parden me---1 den't knew
wvhether it is entirely materiel or not--~but the Govermment wants practioally
400,000 men-~-~that As men who oan use tools, and ineluded in that are all kinde
of laborers, as wall as such men as steam fitters, brick layers. You can't
judge by the Bremerten savy yard becmuse that 4s the nearest ewe. I% may b
that they de et need a cartain ddass of men Share, but they may sead 100,000
at Mare Island, Thet is the very reasen why so mepy men, oven for good reasens,




have gene te Beattle leeking fer werk at the navy yard amd can't ebtain it,
besause you've got %0 realize that the Gevermment is in a great crisis; that

it tekes erganization te place 400,000 men in jobs, and 4t ndurally ie geing 4o

take a little time. I am simply taking men's names; I can't give them a jed.

It im't nesessarily besause they haven't got the jebs, but it's because the
orgenitation hasn't been such that they are always in toueh with the right |
peeple,

MR, RICE: Now, we comé back to where we started half an hour sgo. The
Government needs ships in the most oriticel conditien, Hew many heurs are they
asking their men to work?! They are working eight hours. Why den't they ask
them to werk evertime!

MR, FAULKNER: They de work eovertims.

MR. RICE: Very few of them. They do net want evertims. The unions wan't
stand for-ﬁ. This is the first time in oiv!.iiuﬁon that the President ever
appealed te & union same as he appeanled teo the unlens last year, asking for
their suppert.

MR, ROBERTSON. Do yeu know, as & matter of fact, that the Gevernmemt is
being eompelled to effer bonuses to the men whe asre werkimg 2n the yards % werk
48 hours a week---having to pay them extra bonusss te get them to werk eight
hours e day.

MR. RICE: Well, now, we'll shift % mnother quostion. We need ceal. Ve
Rave coal here in Alaska. We are building a railread te get at the eeal flelde,
and we u_ﬁft\t not only for oconsumptien hers, but for consumptien ¢f ships in
the Pacific Ocean, Why hasn't the Government asked the railroad workers geing
up there :‘ work more theam 8 hours a day.. Therefore, 1 say, if the Svernment
and men whe are with it stemd loyally by the eight~howr law, why ecan't a fow
omell sewmdlle, corperations and mines here be with it insteed of hc{hi i,
end give 4t 0 us peer workingmen?! Take J. P. Morgan, one of Whe richest mem
Shis commtry ever sw. No was agaiust walonism to the last degree. What has
ke done in the last twe years. Ne sedé, "I am going %o organise every ews of
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my oil plents and mines," and he sayg he ie getting better satisfaction..

i | . e i A

Therefore, if he is getting better satiefaction out of unionin,l why csn't we
have it here!?

MR. ROBERTSON: Yell, I am asking, Mr. Rice, en behalf of the concemms
that I represent here, for a suspension of the E~hour law during the war. 1I
centend that these men, these soncerns that have written me, are net vhat you
think they a:;o. and you are entirely mistaken abeut their being rich of if yesu
cell them rich. The Sylvester sawmill or the little esmecera known as the
Alaska Logging Company, is net a rich er wealthy serperatien.

MR. RICE: Well, wo'll admit that they're net lesing money; they ain's¢
loesing money., DEut this is te idea: Give wus what we want and the werking mea
will come here and do the work. Teke it in the wesds of ¥Washingten and Oregen
teday. They are having a 1ittle treuble there. Why! Eeomuse the shipbuill der
says, "We wen't have scab material ," which is unfeir laber, in ether words.
Then why not give us what we want? You don't hear none of us kioking abeut the
wagee being too small. But al)l we want is the 8~hour day---the werkingman's day.
They are net all kicking se mueh abeut the wages, dut they know that they den't
have %0 werk more than 8 heurs in the States and we haven't get it hers.

MR. ROBERTSON: 1In what states de they have it?

MR. RICE: I den't romember them all---Washingten has an eight-hour lew.

MR. FAULKNER: One like this!

MR, RICE: Ne---

MR, FAULENER: Their 6-hour law spplies t0 hasardeus cccupations. Imm't
that is. |

MR, RICE: Well, I wen't state,

n.lrm; De you know sny state where they hive & gemaval 8~hour law
ke this,

MR, RICE: Ne; there is no states, Wt the employers are giving thelr =
Poyees B-hour law.

M, VAULKNER: De you know of any place where they have a law like this.

MR. RICE: Ne, this low &9 very rigid, eaud 1t's for a good csuse. The

-
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werkingman doesn't need to werk more than 8 hours a dsy. If he can't make a 1liv- !
\: ing in 8 houre, he might as well mot live. There are & lot of men amd essecia-
tions and others that have besan bueking thie te the last degree.

MR, FAULKNER: Name them.

|

MR. RICE: This Merchante' Protective Assasginatieon has been bucking it 4e

the last degres.
MR. FAULKNER: Do you consider that the retention of the 8= hour principle is

mre important than the def ense of the sountry?

MR. RICE: Ne, sir,

MR. FAULKNER: Well, then, do you consider that if i4 is shown in this re-
eord, to the satisfastion of the Council of Defense that i4 is in the interest
of the defenee of this country that this law be set aelide for the peried of the
war, de¢ you think thet you amd yow werkingmen would abide by that decisienm.

MR, RICE. Ne. New, there is one mere thing, ¥r. Faulkner---

MR, FAULENER: Then you comsider that the 8-kesur principle ie mere importeat
than the defense ef the ceuntry!?

MR, RICE: Just one minute, befere yeu say that. We are in a critical cem-
ditien--~the mest critical conditien the werld has ever knewn, but, as Mr, Barme$
has said here, if we have it here and den't have in the ether indwstries, will
it help?! De you mean te ssy that if I go out and shevel eor pick sway om a jeb,
whethor I werk eight hours, nime hours er ten heurs, or if I drive a transfer
team, do you mean to say that it will help win the war! No; ssd you know it will

set. The man whe is going %0 help is the man making smmunition.

MR. ROBERTSON: Hoew adeut airplane steek!

MR. FAULKNER: Let me ask you dhis question. Now, if a beat semes here
for the Pacific Steamship Company snd ds ebliged to 1ie at the desk three er fewr
hours or wait until anether day oo that the lengsheremen will met be ferced %o
work more then elght houre in 84, and all What shipping As unused for that
peried, d» you think %hat i geing % halp the ceuntry.

MR, RICE: I will smewer that guestion. You are looking en the business
man's side of 4%; but I am leoking em s werkingmen's side of it. This beat




that was tied up for three or feur hours---there was ens beat that was tied up,

1 think for three days ex acceoumt ¢f the lengsheremen's mimbmiz strike herd last

year,

MR. FAULKNER: That 1e no answer to my question at all.

MR. RICE: ;Tuut a moment. I am coming te your question. This boat thail
was tied up fer three days wanted the men to work---the men wanted a dellar an
hour, which ssunds big, but it isn't, end the lengshoremen says, "Ne¢, we won't
go to werk.” Last year Mr. Young had %0 go areund the saleons end ask men 4o
coms to work, but fer the last thres months, that I knoew of, t¢ my persenal
knowledge, there hasn't been & beat that hasn't been unloaded promptly. New
they have their shift. They woerk the loagshoremen eight hours and thea they
switch in when their eight houre is up they switoh in the eteamboat crew, the
quartermasters, esailers, helmemen, and they de the trick, amd fer the last three
months there has been ne leying up of ships. The Lateueshe was laid up fer
absut three days on ecceunt of the lagshoremen's strike.

GOVERNOR STRONG: What time was the Latoeuche laid up.

MR, RICE: It's geing em abeut f.ivc months age.

MR. OLIVER: Thres months age.

GOVERNOR STRONG: That was prior te---

MR. RICE: Prier to the eight~heur law, and sinee the 8-hour law has besn
in effeet net a beat that has seme in here has leid ever. When the last beat
coma in there was 17 men applied for work; there was 8 given work. The boat
befere that was the Lateuche---

MR. DOYLE: The Cordova.

MR, RICE: The Cerdeva. The Cerdeva eemt in to the eity doek here aad
there was 12 men besides the erew. Twelve got work and 12 didn't. There was
about four of those 13 that god & shift after the sight hours was up. The
Latouche wes in and stayed here abeut 20 hours. She had three crews smd the
only time there t%hey ves idle wae coming from one deek to another,

MR, PAULKNER: I asbed yeu That if they were tied up, 4 you think 14
would interfere!




MR. RICE: It weuld interfere; cdrtainly, it would, fer the eimple reasen
that 1t would be stopiaing trensportation. There is one more question 1 weuld
like to ask. We hear so muéh abeut this idea that we should save irsmspertation
where we need it. Save tramsportatien. If we have an 8-heur law, as Nr. Doyle
says, we can cultivate a garden a:lzd raise sack of spuds; we could raise enough
sputs to supply Juneau. That is going %o %ake a big let of trmlporfntd.on ‘e
supply all the population of Juneau, and if he ean't eat it all himself, he oan
gell it to the retailers.

MR, FAULKNER: Yeu think you could reise a sack eof potatoss, de yeu!

MR, RICE: You bet your life.

MR, FAULKNER: Neow, 1 suppose that the teamsters' eceupation wouldn't af-

fect the war one way er the other, |

HR..RICE: No; the enly transpertatien---the omly thing they affect is
affect theméelves. They're not helping the war. The only thing they are deing
ie bring stuff from one place te anether all ever the seuntry, and in this eity
thsy have psople to deliver it for you.

MR, TAULKNER: Suppose that the Red Cross, the women vho are working se
hard for the Red Cr.ll--fnnd whe werk by the way, sometimes 16 and 18 houre

a day---suppose that they had an impertant shipmeat of supplies that are bad-

1y needed--~ef eourwse, 1'll aduit that all thess smupplies are badly needed---
and a boat cemes in here after the teamsters have worked eight heurs, don't
you suppose that if that trenspertation---

MR. RICE: Bué, Mr. Feulkner---

MR, FAULKNER: I'm met through, Mr. Rice. De you suppese that that weuld

|

{
be interfering.

MR, RICE: Why ean't yeu get another teamster. There are lots of teams
in town. There's Cash Cole here. He's got ten head of horses in the bdarma. Row f
nomy teams has he got on the read! One.

MR, TARLXNER: Let me ask you this: Den't the teamsiers usually werk about
the same poried duriag Wve day, or éeve one transferman ge on night shife?
m. II_-: Well, sew, we'll Sake Fammer A Ritter. They have a orew frem




six in the morning until six st night. "hen a mail boat cemes in after their

day is done, get the bess, He's entitled to werk 34 hours & day. That's his

privilegs. If any necessiiy eomes up like that, he can speed up.

MR, PFRULKNER: Suppese he isn’'t here, in tewm.

MR, RICE: Yeu oceuld ses the manager, ask the manager, and he could got
a team for you'. *

MR, FAULKNER: Wouldn't the manager vioclate the law!

Mi. RICE: How many mansgers are working! They're sitting dewn all day,
taking 1ife easmy. -

MR, FPAULKNER: I think yeu will find that a goed many of them are.

MR, RICE: A geod many of thenm are ne%.

MR. FAULKNER: I esked yeu if that comditien ebtained it would interfers.

MR, RICE: Under those oondiﬂon_-. if there was 2 beat leaving here aad
there wasn't any way of getting that materisl down there, that would be an aw-
ful ‘th:l..ng fer thes suffering seldiers, but there ocewldn't be sueh a thing as
that exactly. There's plenty e¢f autemebiles in tewn, snd if yeu have an
sutemotile all they'd have 10 do is %0 say, fer instance, “iir. Faulkner, we

heve a shipment geing dewn fer the Red Cross te the beat. WTould yeu de willing

to take that bex (er whatever it is) dewm % the dock free of gratis in your
sutemebile?”
MR. FAULKNER: Automobiles have besn out ef commissien here for seme time.
MR. RICE: There might met be all of them eut right mew or for ihe
next twe or three months, but there are a fow sut en the sireet nevertheless
and they're getting out. Now, just saswer this questiem: Vould you take i4?
MR, FAULKNER: Certainly.
HR. RICE: Well, there you are. Lot me ask you ﬁaaﬂqnouﬁ-

line. There are lots of pecple workimg for the Red Crose and & let of thom
are vives. My wifs does it in fact, end if they come up %o me snd ask me if I
would take 4% down, I weuld & 4t 4f I had ¢ rustle up & Yuken sled snd ge
down the street with it. I'm 20t 190 prewd to pull a sled through the sirests.
MR. FAULKNER: Thess's a number of wemen here that are working fer the
Red Cross; seme of them are able o employ servantis while they g0 dowm hers.
hMMmmmbu&M-mudaﬁ Den't yeu




think it is going te take these wemen away frem thal work, their werk connected
with the Red Cress and thereby retard the pregress ¢f that werk!?

GOVERNOR STRON@: I think that thie discuesion has taken a very wide range
and 1is not germane t¢ the question.

MR, FAULKNER: I think it 1s germane, but I think it eeuld be gotten in
in & mere simple way by hearing one man's statement at a time.

MR, KINZIE: Could I have permission to read s resolution from the Douglas
Islend Labor Unien., Mr. Wilson and I have been selected as a committee to bring
this resolutien over to yeu and present it to you. We held a meeting last night
and it was one of the largest meetings that we have ever held there. This union

is composed of werkingmen---men who work in the mines and on the surfase om

both sides of the Channel. The reselutien is as follews: (Reads)

¥

Douglas, Llaska, February 4, 1918

To Hon. J. ¥. A, Streng,
Gevernor of Alaska,
Junesu, Alaska

8ir:

At a regular meseting of the Douglas Island Laber Union held in its hall
at Douglas, on February 4, 1918, the follewing reselutiens were read and
adeptead.

Our object in presenting these resolutiens to you is in response to yeur
general invitation to the peeple to meet with you for a general discussien eof
the eight-hour law, which was effective on January 1, 1918. We fully realisze
the gra vity of the war situation and know that we all shall underge many
hardships before the war is finally won. We also know that we all must werk
and work hard, and that all business and eur industries must ge on as wusual,
in erder that we may all earn the money nesessary for our own subsistence and
slsoto eentribute to the meny smd extrasordinary mneeds of our country. As %o
the final ocutcome of the war, we have me fear, for we feel sure that final
vietory must be ours, snd that the Grand 0ld Liberty Bell of our Uaited States
of America will forever oentinue 48 ring out the glad tidings of freedem, aand
ring them #0 loud that all the people of sll Whe nations of the world may hear.

We, therefore, present these resolutions to you, and trust you will give
them careful and theughtful consideratisn.

Respestfully,
THE DOUGLAS ISLAND LABOR UNION,

+ (Bgd.) JACK WILSON, Pres.
" DavID J. KINZIE, See'y




WHEREAS, the Douglas Island Lesbor Union, as its name implies, is a laber
orgenization, wiose membership comprises wage serners resident in the towns en
Gastineau Chennel, mnd whe sre employed in the mines eof Juneau, Thane end Tread-
well, the mojor vart of whom are sonnected with mining and its allied industries
on Dougles Ielend, Alasks, and

VTHEREAS, the aim» and ehjects of the Dougles Islend Laber Unien are to pre-
mote the generel welfare end to pretest th interests of its members, not only
in adjustinz differences which might arise between them and their employers,
but also 2nd more particularly in reference to those conditions which affect
them as wage earnérs, and

WHEREAS, the Territerial Legislature at its 1917 session passed a general
eight hour law in response to an effirmative referendum vete calling for the
passage of such an aot, and

WHEREAS, the seld law provides that the Governer of the Territery shall have
the power te modify or suspend the said law in eases of smergensy, and,

WHEREAS, certain natienal and internatienal situations have arisen that
suggesi the expendiency of modifying er suspending the said law,

AND WHEREAS, the Governor eof our Territory has set the date ef February
5, 1918, on which te¢ hear arguments for er against « modification er suspension
of the enld law,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, The Douglas lslend Labor Union endorce the
elght-hour law cs peseed by the last Territerial legislature in so far as it
clearly provides that no employee shall be compelled to werk more than eight
houre »er dey, hecause we are firm in our belief that eight heurs sheuld bde
considered us constituting the basis of a day's pay, and that all wage earners
should be protected by lew against being compelled te work more than eight
hours per day.

Thet we do not fully endorse thet certsin pert of sald eight hour law
which makes it a crime for an employee to work more than eight hours in any
one dey, becouse we firmly believe that there esre certain conditiens undsr whieh
it weuld be 1o the best interest of the smployer and elee to the smployes to
vork more then eight hours in ene day, sand we believe the employee sheuld be
privilegad to perform that work, provided he is willing end is paid fer the
eervice no rendered on the basls of an eight-hour day.
| AND DBE 1T FURTHER RESOLVED, that we hereby pledge our beat efferts te eur
rovernment in this its greatest trial for endurance, and give mssurance of
our heartiest ce-operation in all things which may itend to its ultimate
rood,

AND BE IT FURTHER RLBOLVED, Thet a cepy eof thess resolutione be delivered
o the Heonoreble Governor of Alaska, esking snd earmestly entreating him ne+d
to suspend the eight hour law now in operation, but that he will medify the
peme 80 that eight hours shall be the basis ¢f a day's work and that all time
worked by any wage escrner in excess of eight hours per day shall be someidered
as evertime and shall be paid for accordingly.

CHAS, D. PRICE
JAMES CHRISTOE
D- Jo M"n
Commit tee
MR. DOYLE: Is the Douglas Island Laber Union affiliated with any ether

union?

MR, KINZIE: Nos, wir; it is & private concern.
MR. DOYLE: Therefore, it couldn't be called by the name “unien,” and 4%

don't represent ihe voise of the working people.

MR. KINAIB: It represents the veice of the werking people en Deuglas




Islend sand o great many of them on this side of the chamnel. As I said, we have
& union there that is mainly composed eof werking men. A great many e¢f them are
enployed at Thane, at the Alaska-Junesmu, and slec en ihe other slde. As I sald,
this has been threshed over there---I ceuldn't say "threshed"” because they have
been given plenty of time te think it over---but when this was read over, there
was no oppesition te it; they were unanimously for it.
MR. DOYLE: The working men on---
KR, KINZIE: ZEvery uan there is a workingman.
MR, DOYLE: We are very {amiliar with the workiags of the Douglas Island
Unien, but net very favorably impresced with the members.
MR, KINZIE: Thi‘mamhlrn of that unien have besn werking in a great many
parts of the world and are familiar with their differend cecupations, snd I
ean say plainly that the men are losing money by being cempellied to werk enly
eight heurs and not being allowed to werk lenger when there is an eppertunity,
and theat has been their sentiment thoreughly en this subject.
MR, BARNETT: I understand that that Unien has been dominated by the bosses.
MR, KINZIE: Absolutely net.
BAFNETT: Mr. Kinzie, pay I aek you vhat position you held.
KINZIE: LEmployment Agent. |
BARNETT: What pesition do yeu hold in this Uniem!?

KINZIE: Becretury.

MR, BARNETT: I would like to sey thet sny unien in the United States

that is not affiliated with the American Federatiom ef Laber is not a unien fer
the workingman, snd that they can't place their hesds under unionism.

GOVERANOR STRONG: What would you cull £%}

MR, BARNKTT: You would csll it an asseciation, or something like that.

MR, Hmt_ﬁ;!gl: There were absut somevhere between dhares and four hundred
mén upon the Cestinesu Channe)l that met iz & public meetimg af the A. 3. hall
last evening, and we had a pretty free ddecussion upor this S~hour question,
after whieh there were four delegates appeinted %o represent the werkingmen




- that were at the meeting. I was ene of the dealegates and alss chairman eof the

meeting; and, in bLehalfl of the werkingmen that were represented at that neeting

last night, I weuld like te make this statement, that the law whish was placed

upen the statute as a record of law te gevern the werkiagmen of the Territery eof

i )

Al aska, they voted t0 a man fer. I called for a rising vete upon that prepe-

sition, and--~1 couldn't say without one exception, because I ceuldn't sees all

the people there---but with very few excepticns, if any at all, they arese te

the man in support of the law as it now stands. The werkingmen, perhaps, some :
Iof them, may have it in their own minds that fhia lavw does not actually mest

all of their demends, and give them full justice, but today it etands a law,

with which-~--a record by which we ean work, and having it we can werk, amd

if it's changed, Ged only knows what kind of a change we'll get; and I would

like t§ ask 1'1' the questien about werking more than 8 heurs that was asked Nr.
Doyle by MNr. Robertson was a falr question,

MR. ROBERTSON: I didn't ask that question.

MR, HARRISON: Well, Mr, Faulkner. I would like te ask this of those
gentlemsn: If it is faldr fer this gentleman to ask the woerkimgman to work 10
or 12 hours a day, I would 1like to msk whqther they woeuld be willing if, when
they get ready, at half-pasti four or five 6'cleck to go home from thelr of-
fice, iAf some government officiel stepped up and said, "I feel that the demands
of this nation are such that we require yeur work. We would like to have you

. ocome down here to the wharf and perform a three- er four-hour service s long-
shoremen!™ If 4% is felr one way, it certainly must be falr to the other---if

they will answer that question.

MR, FAULKNER: What is the questiion!?
MR, HARRIBON: I would elso like to state right mew-~-mnd I'm met the enly

e

one---but without sny exceptiem, both old snd young, the laber of this couniry
are reandy snd willing te five themselves wp for the defense of Whe ssumtry. I
had six unales that served dn the Civil Wer, and I'm an American ehtisen, aad I
am rendy 4o ghve ay life any time that the esuntyy demande 44 im support of the



gevernment, if they call me to the fremi; 1I'll ge any time. But I want these
genel tmen that sre ealling upen the workmen ef this Channel and this Territery
for the suspension of this 8-hour law, te get dhis sifted threugh their ben-
nets, that we are -1111ng'to lay down our lives in suppert of this eeuniry,

ht net suppert seme individual cencemns that may deem it necessary for them te
wko a fow dellars more and help it continue in business. We are not willing te
iny aside something that we have definitely today fer semething that we, er |
they will give us in the future. It is a law today---we have it. It is some-
thing that we can stand on, something that we have fimally won. If we suspend
it, what have we?! What particular thing have you to give us %o take the place
of it?

MR, ROBERTSON: Mr. Harrison, is that the name!?

MR, HARRISON: “Harrison®" is the name.

MR. ROBERTSON: Do you think, ﬁl Mr. Barnett has contended, that even in
the face of an B-hour law the men have left here, fearing that the 8-heur law
would be suspended, Hasn't that always been ene of the greatest pretections
¢f the laboring man, end doesn't it work at any partioular place!?

MR, HARRISON: I didn't get you.

MR, ROBERTSON. Well, what 1 mean is that-~-ef course, I understand that

6ll of you gentlemen Lave some particular eccupatien. 8Some of you are oar-
peniers; Mr. Deyle, I understand, is a sarpenter; Mr. Barnett aad Mr. Rice are
eooks. I don't know what the rest of you gentlemen are, Wut, of eceurss, you
have all get some particular ealling that yeu are particularly skilled in or
adept, and possibly you are oppesed to taking a jeb of amy kind amywhers,
exoopt, like sny of us, that once in a while, you may do it temperarily. I
have been in that position more than once snd know what it 4ds-~~btut you don't

aocept a job unlses eenditiens are such as meet your views.

MR, HARRISON: I would like to make this statement to abselutely clear
you and the rest of yeu in $hat regard. Today I am working at the Alasks-
Junesu. I appreciate the fact that there's a job there that I can have and
by wideh I oann oke out a Living---for the simple reasome! ocondiiiems ever whieh




you, I, or anyone else have ne control whatever. 1 have had siekness; my
wife wae in the hospital; my child was cperated on a few weeks age. 1 had no
coentrh eover those conditiens. Vhen 1%t 1le up to me t0 make my choice, 1 will
make it upon the trade which 1 have iserned---briockleying end plastering. I
pursue the thing that I---the trede thet i learned., Iif that speaks elearly |
enough snd settles that, all right,

MR, ROBERTSON: That is what [---Whut 1 mean is, ne matter what eceupation

in 1ife you may follow, generally, every man, you yourself, is loeking fer

semething that meets your view.

MR, HARRISON: I corﬁinly am, and if 1 ean't get it, 1 take something
that 1 can get to support myeself and family.

MR, ROBERTS8ON: Certainly, that's it exactly.

. GOVERNOR STRONG: Now, Mr. Harrisen, have yeu any infernltiﬁn as to the
smpply eof 1nh-f—~-

MR. HARRISON: 1 have.

GOVERNOR STRONG (Continuing): ---at the port of Juneau and slesswhere in
this section of Aleska! I weuld like W have you mnswer that in regard to the
various lines of occupetion with whieh you mey be fauwlliar.

MR, HARRISON: Well, 1 will snswer that this way: Seme thirty-five or forty
deays ngo, I went down to the employment office of the Alaske Juneau. 1 saw the
employment man thers and I went up te the mill and saw Christensen. I saw one
or twe other vosses in the individual depariments ef the mill. They informed me
at the mill that at that time they were full---that they had all the sen they
wanted. For wbout 30 daye they have besn putting in some sort of orusher or
now part im their mill, and they have employed something like 25 te 30 car-
penters, but as soon as they got through, they were taken off, and 1 guess they
are idlas yet.

MR, ROBERTSON: lea't 4t true, Wr. Harrisen, that, while it may be an
unfortunate econsmie eendition---ign't it true that carpenters, at leasd in
northern latitudes, are idle during---1 don't Xnew how leng, ut ey 30 W
60 days in the winter time! That is te say, building eperstiens ceass during

i e
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the severe weather!?

MR. HARRISON: I want te tell Mr. Rebertsen that I have werked in the
southern states; I have werked in 27 different states in the Uniem, that
this is absolutely true, with regar<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>