noeeessity they ean werk evertime.
MR. FAULENER: Théen it is just as well % eliminate the mines md

those questiens frem this discusien.

MR. WIBBARD: You mean storekespers and ethers!

MR, FAULKNER: Men leading shipe, men en the surface sad ethers
are not sovered; men in the effices are not cevered by that law; the men on

~ the desks, they are met cevered by i4, and these are the very sen that

are being drivea out eof the eountry by this law. Yeu can work evertims
under the eld law.

GOVERNOR STRONG: Dees it necessarily fellew that reduction of te
hours ¢f employment decreases predustion.

MR, FAULKNER: It may not neeessarily fellew, mt 1 thimk it dees in
these instamoes where laber is se esarce.

MR, HARRISON: I weuld like te spesk just & minuts in regard te that.
I never have empleyed any dig force of men for the last twentdy ysars, theugh
ever sinoe I was 21 years eld I have employed, up until recently, anywheres
frm three te semetimes eight and ten men in my werk, and I knev this;: the
mn, vith a srew of men who are deoing the same laber, perferming the same
labor that I was performing, with a srew of men werking thli eix days a
week, oight heurs & day, I would ptm;nﬂ out of them day in end éay
out, week in and week out than the man who would take his men and work thea
seven days & week and tem hewrs 2 day. It has besn preven esnslusivaly,
beyond smy peradventure, that that is an eabsslutely true condition eof af-
fairs., I have seem the King Mammfesturing Gempeny, sa institmiben eperat-
ing from Cleveland, Ohie, putting up big sugar best factordes. I have put
in bedlers for them. I have seen this concern work thelir mea sbght heowrs
a day, tut they would work them seven days o wesh. The men at my offiee
would honestly declare, in pretesting 40 Whe superintendmis of these
cenceras, they weuld say, No matier what you pay we, if you will werk every
man six daye & weok, you will get mere lober tut of the men thaw &F yow get -
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out of them by werking them seven days s week, besmuse there are a mumber of
these men that will, if they werk em Sundays, g¢ eut during the week mmd
sy, 'Beys, that soncern needs 33 brick leysrs, sad we enly havs 17. They
dasen'd tura ws out. If we put in only eix days a week, wo will pmé¢ take
double time and sems day during the week we'll lay off.'" Imm't fair +e
‘proesume that such a condition will prevail anywhere! The men aren't plumb
feols. If they can ged a week's pay for six days' work; 7 days' pay fer sizx
days' work by werking Sunday and laying off Menday, Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday, Friday or Saturdsy, they are geing te de it. That is abselwtely
true,

GOVERNOR STRONG: You den't believe that there is a shertage eof laber
in this Territery, I take it frem your remarks.

MR, HARRISON: I have stated that at the present time thers has besn
no senclusive preef laid befere us that there is any shertage of laber 4o

npu.k.of. Referrinmg to lengshoremen, even though we'll grant that at times

a beat may be laid up here, hald becmuse of a shertage of laber, ceuld any
bunch of men coms inte 4kis Territery, figurimg upen precuring werk, that
individual kind of werk, longshering, and make a livelihoed here at 14! Why
they'd starve te death if they'd come in here, five er six of them,
expecting te deo just that part:l.um branch of work. I kaew ¢f & number eof
men that are living down upen the tideflats teday that wait with hungry
hands and hungry meuths for a vessel to come in #¢ as to be able te got a
fow hours' work in. —

Governer Streng: Ninety-five per cent of the requests that I have here

for the suspension of thé eight=-hour law, are based upen an eileged or real
shortage of laber. That is why I sm making this thing prewinent~~-the questien
of laber supply.

MR, HARRISON: Well, in snswer, Oevernmer Streng, % that, I would 1ike
‘e make this stetemnt, Teday, befors I came up hers, twe or Wres men whe
have been employing wen areund Chamnel perts here, %0 my persessl kuowledge
| -




they have beem in the employment business for the last five years fer dif-

ferent oouon--?--not for any eme little comsern, but fer different conceras 1

at peinda around through nut.houtfrn Alcoke and here, made this statement,
and thay wade it fair end squere. There wasp't eny quibbling abeut 1it.

They eaid, "1f we pimo upon a bulletin beard teday an adverilisement callinmg
for twenty men at an average wage of three dollars a day, we wouldn't get
any men; if we plsced upon thet bulletin board an advertisement calling fer

twenty men at feur dellars a day, we wewld fil)l the blll te the letter.”

Living has advanced fer the workingman just as mueh as it hae for ether

people, and he ean't suppert his {amily on sueh & wage. What is the use
of me, or this man or any ether labering man going away frem Jumeam %o eesupy
or fill seme labering position that is absolutely inadequate te pay ouwr
fuel bll, eur grecery bill and house rent.

MR, FAULKNER: I have here the Adamson Act. It bdegins this way: I am
only geing to read a little of it.

That beginmning January first, 1917, eight heurs shall, in eentrasts
for laber snd service, be desomed o day's work and the mensure or standard
of a day's work fer the purpese of reckening the compensation fer services
of all employses who are new or may hersafter be empleyed by any common .
carrier by railroead.

That any person vielating any provision ef this aot shall de guilty
of a migdemeanor and upen convietion shell be fined met less than $100 amd
not mere tham §1,000, er imprisoned not ts exceed one year, or both.

That eight-hour law fixzes am G-hour standard fer the purpese of recken-

ing compensation and ne other purpese. Couldan't be valid Af it were--- _
SENATOR HUBBARD: Aren't the railroads uwsing an eight-heur day! |
MR, FAULENER: No. I
MR, CAPERS: Yeu ssa't sun a redlroad ¢a eligat-msur day. |

SENATOR NUDBARD: You can't run a railresd on sm O-hewr day?

MR, CAPERS: No; the Cepper River & Northwestern rallread has ea 8~heur
standard in accerdance with the Ademesn aet, but your lev goes en further to
say that they shall wus that railreoad and net work a mam over aight hews.




SENATOR HUBBARD: I weuldn't put it that way.

MR. CAPERB: ¥Wall, read it.

SENATOR HUBBARD: That doesn't apply ta crews eut en the linme.

MR, CAPERS: On'what do you base that interprétation?

SENATOR HUBBARD: Upen the necessity fer is.

MR. CAPERS: Your law says you shan't werk ever eight eurs.

SENATOR HUBBARD: I+t seys eight hours comstitutes a days laber. |

\
MR. CAPERS: Yes, a day's laber. Now, then sappese ysu ars rvnning a

business ead thiak yeu are entitled te vielate the law, you ean't interpret

that law the way you want 40. It is up te the jury 4e¢ interpret that---vhat

constitutes an emergensy, what constitutes imminent damnger. Could you ruam a
business successfully when you may be called inte court amy time and have
these things put up te the jury.

SENATOR HUBBARD: Have ysu sxperiemced any diffioulty?
MR, CAPERS: Ne, simply bessuse the gesvernment officials have had the
geeod senss to withheld presecutien.

SENATOR HUBBARD: Do yeu antiecipate prosecutiens en moceunt o¢f this cen-

| dition?
MR, CAPERS: VYo don't know whether thers will be or net.
SENATOR HUBBARD: I don't kmow that you would suffer from smy presssutien.

MR, CAPERS: Im other werdse--

SENATOR HUBBARD: They weuldn't get a ceamvigtion en that.
MR, CAPERS: In other words, you base your argmmeat on the faot that
’ evarybody is going %e vioclate the law mud the government effiedals, recognis-
ing the urmerkability of it will not progecuds zud we nsedn't behave 2t all.
SENATOR WSBBARD: No, I don't think it goes Shad way. There are eertaina
provisions in the esightphour law that eam de snforced without smy difficuldy.
MR, GAPERS: Who is geing %o pass eon those! There are ether previsions
winre 44 ie godng 4o vesk & hardehip 47 it ie held strictly to 4he letder of
the law.




SENATOR HUBBARD: 8o leng as the people are net disturbing you, vhat
ie your anxiety! Why de you want it ehanged at all!?

MR. CAPERS: Ve never can tell whem we are going to be presesu ted.

SENATOR BUBBARD: VWell, I wouldn't anticipate Ait.

MR, CAPERS: What assurance c¢can you give me that we went be proscsuted!?
SENATOR HUBBARD: Well, I venture to say that Af you rum that Cepper

River railread frem now unti} December and the men are willing %o werk fer

the wages which you pay them, yeu ecan run it eloar threugh this your amd

there'll not be any presecutiens against your raeilread fer everwrk eor

evertime.

MR, CAPERS: New, how do yeu know!

SENATOR HUBBARD: Well, I give that as my judgment.

MR, CAPERS: Well, mow, what geod would it do for ms to say % Wr.
Cerser: "Go ahead and run your railroad. We have the judgment of Semater
Hubbard eof Valdes that we would net bde presecuted!”™ Uhat geed is that
going te do us. Yoeu haven's ens judieial decisien behind yeu; yeu haven'i
the assuranse of ene distriet attermey bekind you; you haven't the statement
of one judieisl eourt; met ene. You are net vested with emy judisial pewer
vhatever. And then to go wp and tall this ruilrosd that you---

SENATOR HUBBARD: I sm not asking you 1o say amy mere then yeur
statement would smount teo, but I sey this, that under the law you are new
eperating your redlread.

MR, CAPERS: And we are vielating it every day.

SENATOR HUBBARD: Why didn't you make your kieck before! This law was
beford the pesple for twe years, Mr. Capers, before it was passed.

MR, CAFERS: Neo, nover.

SENATOR HUBBARD: I say yes. The law previding for the ensetment of
this law pacsed in 1915 and 44 was befere ike poeple tm yeavs.

MR, CAPERE: Be, ﬂn st necsessarily.




m&M HUBBARD: New, where wers the pseple whe repressated these

railreads and all the ether smpleyers that are leeking te get inte ireuble!?

Where were you when this matter was being submitted and where were you vhen

the legislature was passing upon it that you didn't coms down here and shew
the nesessity fer ehanging it! You have had yeur oppertunity.

MR, CAPERS: Let ms answer yeu by asking a question or twe.

- SENATOR HUBBARD: TYes.

MR. CAPEBRS: Yeu say that the peeple had this law framed!?

SENATOR HUBBARD: They did.

MR. CAPERS: TYeu think se!?

SENATOR HUBBARD: Yes.

MR, CAPERS: VWas ihis law framed befores that al cotien!

SENATOR HUBBARD: The law which---upen which the law that we enacted in

1917 was passed, was submitded in 19185, ”
MR. CAPERS: Yes. New, what is the languags of it.
SEMATOR HUBBARD: I% 1s clear and plain.
MR. CAPERS: A gemsral eight-hour law?

'Elllﬂ'ﬁ mﬁm: A general eight~-lwur law; that is what the peeple voted

enr--a goneral eight-hour law fer all wage and sslary earners.

MR, CAPERS: Let me put thie te you: Buppose that the legislature Mad
passed a lawproviding, very maeh the ssme as the Adameon bill, that edght
hours shall constitute & basis for a day's pay and that overwork shall be
compensated for as overtime, would that de e general eight-hour law?

SENATOR HUBBARD: That is not the law.

MR, CAPRRE: There fen'd in the Mistory of the United States a law like

SENATOR NUBBARD: I am not asserting there wes.

MR, SAPERS: Well, I mm.

SENATOR HUBBARD: But, as I stated, ”R‘WWM‘&-’
the first lav upen sy prepesitien and the people voted upen Whks partioular
law.




MR. CAPERS: No, sir,

SENATOR HUBBARD: And the railread companies smd mining eempanies and

all the people of the Territery knew what it eevered when it was being veted

on. MNow, the language ef it is plain and simple end it isn't lengthy.

(Reads)

That there shall be ssbnitted to the eslecters of the Territery ef
Alasksa, st the next general election, held for the purpese ef electinag
members ¢f the next legislature, the gquestien whether or not they are
in faver of a general- eight-~hour dey for all wage earners and salary
earners in the Territery ef Alaska.

That was submitted 40 the peseple. HNow, take the law that was passed in 1917
md soe if it doesn't exmctly ecarry out what was submitied te the people fer
a vete.

MR, CAPERS: Yes, it goee a long way beyond that. A great many lawe

¢ould be general-eight-hour leaws. If the Territerial legislature had passed
an enaotment providing that eight hours shall be the basis of a day'e pay,
applying to all wage and salery searaers---

SENATOR HUBBARD: Well, if the peeple---

MR, CAPERS: Parden me just a mement.

SENATOR HUEEARD: Go shead

ME. CAPERS: And that all evertime shall be compensated fer as overtime,

that would be a general sight-hour law. New, I tell you that there nmever
was such a law and there never was smy law in the United States ferbidding
smy person %o work more than eight heurs. The Adamson bil)l was passed by
Cengress and it was rm*ly bafere the people and it &dda't forbid ever-
time, and I think that, in feot, ie what 4he peeple of this Territery thought
they were voting for. New, a law that says % you, or myself er to Nr,
Feulkner that they shall not mmlm 4% werk overtime is invalid.
~ SENATOR NUBBARD: Well, why dida’'t you make yeur kiok befere 4% wae
paesed,

MR. CAPERS: Well, becsuse 9o didn't think that Whe legislature weuld




be 80 erasy as it afterwards dovaleaped te bo,
SENATOR HUBBARD: Well, that's all right. I want te say tc you on that

question of erylnn thet the legislature had this matter under discussion

for a goed thifo---w days---end everyene had an eppertunity to ecome amd
be heard.

MR. CAPERS: Were they heard!

SENATOR HUBBARD: Yes; but not a single persen ocame befere that legie-
leture or befere any committse snd made any such suggeetion as you are making
here neovw!?

MR, CAPERS: What suggestion.

SENATOR HUBBARD: That it's mot valid and that there isn't amother State
that has sueh an eight-heur law and that we had mo pewer te pass it, sad that
we sheuld have passed a general eight-lsur law ¢r a law previding that o{L;ht
hours shall eonstitute the basis of a day's wage and that evertinme shall de
allewed and that additional time may be werked and so en. There wasn't any
instructiens or suggestiong---

MR, FAULENER: Were you present the night when Mr, Hellenthal made that
request ¢f the committoen?

SENATOR MUBBARD: He speke about tho compensatien acHt.

MR. FAULKMER: No, but he made the seme request on the eight-hewr law,

SENATOR HUBBARD: Well, I kmew that we did %alk about the compensatien
ast, but en this proposition, I want to say %o you that the members ¢f that
legislature, Af they had passed a different law, woyld net have been keeping
faith with the people. That's what I say %o you, Mr. Capers, sad you may
think thet is erasy or net crasy. We wrote a law as nearly conforming to the
aot of 1915 as it was possible for us %0 write snd we passed it, snd the
peaple whe are here now, claiming that it sheuld be set aside almoat & menth
aftor 4¢ wvas macied, or vent dale foree, rather, did met eoms bere then and
lhqﬂwhuuﬁu“jmumum.mhdw
i%) meither did ihey go % e pesple of the Territery through their pross
snd say 1o the peeple, "This law is inadvisshle; 4% whl) net work, Do not
pass 44, Here are the defects in it. -That den't the kind of lew you yant."
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MR, CAPERS: And you wouldn't be here werking fer is%.
SENATOR HUBBARD: Well, yeu had the law of 1915.

MR, CAPERS: Yen, we had the law of 1915, but that is far dfferent.

SENATOR HUBBARD: 1 say to you that no member of the lagslutiuro could |
have done otherwise; if any member of the legislature would have voted amy .
differently, he would have been a traiter to the people. VWe didn't wmake ens
modifiocation of it, smd I think we went beyond eur power when we put that
clauge in, putting it up to the Coveramor to eonsider these regquests for
suspemding or medifying the law at the request ¢f the Coeuncil ef Dafenwe
Qr the Secretary of the Interier. Our people didn't give us any such sather-
ity, snd "The veice of the peeple,” as they say, "is the veioce of Ged. They
voted for that lav and they are just as intellizent as thess gentlemen whe
come here to get it aside---just s intalligent. The people veted, knowing
what they were deing and the legislature carried ocut thcif vishes as best it

- ecould. It wrete a law as nearly like what the people voted wpon as they

could. 1If the law is not valld, there is & way te test 4%,

MR, CAFER3: May I interpose a questien!?

SBENATOR HUBBARD: Yee.

MR, CAPERE: You are s prasticing attorsmsy, I believe!
SENATOR HUBBARD: I am

MA. CAPERS: Do you give it as your opinien that you belisve this law
te be valid!

, SENATOR HUBBARD: I am not expressing smy epinien.
' MR. CAFERS: You don't eare o empress it!

SENATOR HUBBARD: I told you that ] didn't have time te look inte that
quention serieusly, for this reasen. In 4he first place, at Valdes we have
had »o oconglaint whatever absut the sight-hour law. There has bewa nething
sold adeut A%, Everybedy sccepted it just 1ike they scsepied the Liquer
lew, prohiditien law, wiping out Whe saloons in the Territery as theugh ey
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MR. CAPERS: There are abeut 300 peesple thers new!

MR. HUBBARD: Oh, there's quite a2 few laf$ there yets. There are net a
groat many but there has beea no diesussion up there with referemce teo the
elght-hour law, and wp to within an hour er twe bdefere leaving, I didn'%
know that I was soming dewn here and 1 didn't take the time, ner did I have
the time, to look into the law, and I dldn't have time to ge to the boeks and

give a legal opinien upen it. BEut the people, having veted upen it, I

intend to etand up for it until it is held invalid.

MR, CAPERS: That is & laudable ambition, but 1 had thought, vhen I was
g0 bold as te interjest an interregatory, that at the time you were se
faithfully fulfilling the peeple's :I.nntmethhu. that you had investigated
it. I had thwught perhaps a member whe was su attorney would net geo so far
as % put his sanctioen on behwlf of a law that he had net investigated
fron‘.‘\i genstitutional standpoint, at the time you were here discharging that
duty.

SENATOR RUBBARD: I see. Your sarcass is very beautiful, but it ien't
sound; 1t isn't seund/® I+ weuldn'i have made uny differemes, Mr. Capers, if

I looked inte 41t theroughly. 11 was a member eof the legislature vhich
passed the first bill. The matter was submitted to the people of the Ter-
ritery of Alaska and they veted it. I suppose yeu think 1 sheuld have
look it up like a professiensl lswyer and come down hers and say to the membem
of the legislature; "Boys, I have looked this thing up. It's net valid;
it's not legal. Ve ¢an disrespect the peeple and their votes and cast it
aside, because I'm a lawyer; I'm a great lawyer, and 1 have lecked 1% up and
it den't valdd,

MR, CAPERS: No, ¢ you sould have ingquired into it.

SENATOR HUBBARD: Well, if yeu had inguired imte thies guestion then
hﬂhlofﬂi._iﬂﬂh*ihn ts come down here mew 40 beg the Geverwer
% overturn o law that has enly been in operation & menth. Vere yoa aslesp!

MR, CAPERS: WNeo, bwd X thought you weuld be ea the job.
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GOVERNOR STROME: I think we are emtering inte a discussion that is
fereign to the purpesss of thle inquiry. This hearing was net esalled fer
the nurpose of digcussing the validity er nomvalidity of thie law. The

" fest remains that i%ic a law of the Territery of ilaska. There is a way

t0 determine whether it is wvalid or noty and 1 don't believe that sueh a

dicsussien reslly belonge to this hearing. If the genitlemen will eenfine

themselves to germane matters, I think we will arrive at the conelusion eof

this hearing much mors repidly. It hes been stated, snd with truih, that

this referendum war subsitted $o the people by the legislature of 1915;
i1t alsoe has been stated thet there was no dlscussisn during the time that
intervenad between the passage of that referendum amd the electien if 1916.
There wa; no dissussien of that referendum either Freu publio platferm eor
through the press. Apparsatly it was accepied as a matier of eourse. The
ref erendun was endorsed by a vote of 10,458 for and 1,788 ageinst, and the
law was placed on the statute books, I heard notling mere asbout that law,
" a® Governoer of this Territory, until abeus thirty days prier te January 1,
when this of fice began ts be deluged with appeels o nu-pﬁd the law,
Suspend the law! I have no mtherity to suspend the law. I explained that
yosterday. That is the siiuatien., Of the sppeals that I have here, eoming
from different seurces, about 93 per cent of them are based---I wvant te
repeat this---en mo ether reasen than that of a laber shertage in esrtain
lines--~-not in every line, but in certain lines~--mechanics, stevederss,
longshoremen, an absence ¢f smdners in the interier, the placer mines,~~I
on meking this statement fer the informatien of the gentlemen present~-~in
somd instances because of a laock of transpertation fasilities, ots. snd s
en. What I want to arrive at s, 4is there any wecsssity for suspending thie
law, or having LAt suspended, because of a laber shortage amd, therefere, e
ﬁ*ﬂ-ﬁ these producte which are esesutial to the winming of $ile
ewful war in which we are angaged! That is what i want t¢ heww.




SENATOR HUEBARD: On the guestien of laber, we have as abundance of

laber there in the Third divisien for everything se fer. Valdes is net very
papulous this year, and the result , the smise of that is that the labering
men have feund 1t necessary to seek employment somewhere else, and I have

no deudbt but what we have lost good, sirong, able-bodied labering men,

enywhere frem 300 to 500 men in the last sixty te ninety days. These men

have all left for the outsids.

GOVERNOR STRONG: How many,.senater?

SENATOR HUBBARD: I should eay three to five hundred ahle-bedied memn.

GOVERNOR STRONG: In what time!

SBENATOR HUBBARD: In the last three menths, when the read werk elesed.

MR, CAPERS: That is not Valdes!

SENATOR HUBBARD: Well, Valdes and that secden~---men whe were empleyed
in that 1-id:|.:to vieinity. When the road werk clesed, the Territerial read

work and the Federal read werk clesed in that immediste seotien, there were

anywhere from three to five hundr'td men theat had ne empleyment and nearly
all have left the Territery and have gone outside. Now, it loeks te me
like the 1ab§r trouble that we hear about, n good deal said about that laber
shortage is fer the reasen that there hasn't been suffiecient understanding.
It 4ia certain that these men who have gene eut of Yaldes weuld have heem
enly delighted te eome to Junesmm, because they want sutside to get empleyment
and they, perhaps, would have much rather come down % Junesu. I understand
that there are plenty of idle men t0 the west of us evem now. B0 it i»
simply & question of the laber prodlem med having beem looked inte, and

the leboring mea and supleyers, you sight say, net having basm bBrought te-
gether. Probably there should have Seen & bdoard or a commission or some-
tking 1ike that loek inte and find out where these men were mnd whet their
capacition were; Sud the bests are carrying eud theee men tedag---overy boat
et goos sub, and mebody esn dispute it---cmpable mem, tes, experisnced mem




miners and every ether line of werk. There is enly one tewn that sesms te
be holding them at all snd that is CorSeva. There they've get railresd werk
and the mines bask there at which they can find empleyment, but the ether
towne teo the westward are .nll lesing their men. Men have left them. Thay
have nothing to de. Thees men ceuld be rounded wp if there was a necessity
for them in Alsska. It is certain that by a little diligence on the part

¢f semsone these men weuld be reunded \up and breught te where the laber is,
and they would be glad to have 1%,

MR. BARRISON: I wish to repeat the statement that there are at least,
in the eity of Junesu teday, fifty men whe would go to work, dut they én't
god work., 1I'll tell yeu hew I woent te work fer the Alaska~Junesm. After
I had seen liester MesLean three times; sesn Christensen twiee, I saw end or
two of the differeat besses up there twe or three differeat times, and than
Docter Sleame restmmended me to McLean and one or two ethers recommended
that they supdey me befers I went te work. While I could have geme % work
ssress the Chasnel, that I'1) admit, but my heme is em this side, aml no-
ene oan tall me where I have ever laid dewn on a jeb. When I hire esut te
perferm oight hours' labor, I will give value received smy day irn the week
in any place or pesitien, and if I take anything eut of my line of laber,

I wAll give value received if it's in my skin to do 4¢. I cean tarn eut,

in eight hours, work that would mmke any gentleman get dewn and huestle. And
I repeat the statement that teday there ere fifdy men and they cam be pre-
duced any tise.

GOVERNOR STRONG: What de you know about the supply eof mechanios?

MR, HARRIGON: Vhat partioular ié?

GOVERNOR STRONG: Mmohinists.

MR, EAMRIOON: 1 oam go dowm into the eity of Junesu end inabds of
threo-quarters of am Dowr, got fifteen goed, competent, A Ne. 1 sarpmters
o ﬂo-hncnﬂ.lwnﬂd structure you may ask them; end die
iez't an assertion that is smything but mere fast ol ther.
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GOVERNOR BTRONG: What de you knew mbout the supply ef leggers! lNeam
whe are in the legging business.

MR, HARRISON: Legging business? 1 don'\d know mayihing absut the log-

giag industry in areund this part of the ceuntry at all.
GOVERNOR STRONG: Do you knew anything sbout mill men?!

MR ., HARRISON : 'I:‘l:m-'oJ= seems to be plenty of mill men., There are mill

men who have been waiting to step intc some ether man's place fer weeks,

sad they have been wailting until they get tired of waiting and have tekem

jebs in the Alaske-Junesmu and werk, maybe, with a pick and shevel. I know
mon who have beon deing that for the last three, four, five or six weeks,
wke have been ready to step inte mnother san's place at a moment's metice,
and they are working there yet. They are werking with a piek and |h"'|1
and I want to tell these gentlemen that thers isa't a one of them that is
in -faver of the suspension _lf thieo eight~how law. We have got te take the
pladn, simple, cold faste of the matter that men can't suppert themeselves

in deceasy upen a wage seals of ¥hree dollars a dey.

MR, FAULKNER: I stated yesterday that Mr. Gorham is ene kis way up
hore with a good many factis and figures that I thimk would be enlightening,
ﬁd he will represent the cempanies represented by Nr. Haln and these
gontlemen hers, and I just want te ask ngain te have the matter kept epen

until he gets here.
GOVERNOR STRONG: Vhen do you expect him!
MR. FAULKNER: The Spokena if due tonight. Supposed te be here tenight,
She lef 4 Vrangell yesterday merming at eight o'clock and she sught te be in
| hore tonight.
| GOVERNOR STRONG: Very geod.
MR, KEDOEFY: In regards to loggers and the shortage of loggers, I think
; I san enlighten you on thad. I logged for several pears on Puget Sound be-
fore eoming up hore, and I found conditiens in this pert of the country very
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different. It is very disagreesbls, wed and muddy, and the eamps are net
a8 desirnble maz dewn belew fer mon te live im. There is ems great die-
edvantags to the logging oamps in Alaska. In the first place-~-in my ex-
perience, I have been at four or five different camps here tut net resently,
beenuse I swore off.

GOVERNOR STRONG: But you have some knowladge of the 1uin:.- camps in
southeastern Alanska.

MA. KII?IIIY: 1 worked ene year with Mr. Webster---not one year, but
one spring. I run a camp for MNr. Valemtine, and I handled legs. But, as I
feund it the timber is mot in vast bedies, me large bedies like sa ihe
Sound, whers they build a big camp and have everything medern mad cenvenient
and homelike, while in this oceuntry they put up their little shacks eor
tents on the grewnd, and the wmeals ere nothiag extra; you eat anything you
can get hold ef. Yoeu are out of the way of trensportatien and yeu have
to eat camned geode. Thet's the main thing they live en. Of csurse, yeu
can get fish, but all these ineenveniences makes it hard to get loggers.
For that simple reasen, I believe thet that is ene reasen that the loggers
of Alaskea, the logging men, have a hard job to get men t¢ werk for them;
end after you do get them it's hard te held them in the camp. They camnot
of for them any inducements to stay thers at all, cutside of wages, end
wagee in Alaska, ia my experience, are me batter than on Puget Bound.

GOVERNOR STRONG: Have yeu any knowledge of the wages paid for leggers

R, KEENEY: At the present time I aven't. No, I haveun't baen in the

wede since 1903, but last fall 1 was talking t0 Mr. Worthen smd he sald thet
the men were paid sevem dollare s day.

COVENIGR OTNOMS: That is for loggers?
SR, KEENEY: Thad's what he told me. New, I den'd kuow shether this
stetementee
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MR. DOYLE: I was well asquainted with his men, Mr. Worthen got his
legging done very much by Al Young, and I was very intimately ssquainted with
the srev that worked for Mr., Youmg. There was no such wages paid. /There
vas only one man that elaimed he was gotting sevea dollars s day end that
ves Young himself. The average man in the weeds gt four dellars a day
with an unlimited day. | (

GOVERNOR STRONG: An unlimited day!?

MR, DOYLE: An unlimited day.

MR. KHEﬁEY: That's cerrect, Jovernor, unlimited

GOVERNOR STROMG: What do you memn by an "wnlimited ‘I’?"l

MR, DOYLE: V¥Yell, you werk as long as conditions permit. Fer instance
if the tide 4is high, you werk leng. Some days they work maybe seven or
eight hours and some days thirteen and feurteen. Just as the opportunity
presents itself. Thére was ne standard day. There is ne standerd day fer
the logging samps in Alaska.

GOVERMOR STRONG: And yeu sre advised that there is & standard day
An the logging ecamps ¢f Washington and Oregon at the present time?

MR, DbYLI: Well, I hnvt'gzln thore for mix or seven yoars and 1 was
thoroughly well versed with conditiens that existed in the logging samps
then. 1 was in one of the largest legging camps on the Pacific Coast in
the Grays Harber country, and I was theroughly well versed; knew all the

loggers| knew the conditions;,knew the disposition of the men amd every

thing of that kind. Eut times have changed since then in the last sevea

years. There was no standard day at that time, and when they wanted to
organize the loggers, the men wouldn't adhere %o 1t, because as the price
of lumbor went up, the foremea, the bessez, advanoad the price ascerdingly
to iht;un. and the Grays Harber Coumtry at that Wime was the hbanner wage
paying indestey ia may part of the United States for that class of werk.
n;rurummw-am; hook= temnders wore getting six te sowen
doll are ih.l follars wore getding four snd four and a half a day.,




The wage paid at that time in the weeds was three dellars a day to skid
read man.

GOVERNOR STRONG: That is, three dollars a day sad board?

MR. DOYLEB: Neo:; the skid-road men, hesk-tenders,the fallers and the

ether men pald their board frem the salary mentioned, but at that time, ten

B e

years ago, that was considered a very goed scale of wages. It was werth
more at that time, & wage ¢f 7 dollars 2 day at th'at time was worth more
than would ten dellars be teday, uunidcrilg'tho coest ¢f living mnd the
sxpenses that the workiagman has got te pay. Take fer instance the prioce
of shees. A pair of Cutter shees (that was the bamner shees for the loggere
,at that time), they were feur 4o five dellurs fer the pair. You buy the
same shoes today and pay feurteen dul.larifl___ff‘_or them. You could my a macki-
naw coet for five dellars, but teday it is $25. B0, taking the whole
thing considered, seven dollare n day ot that time wias far bétter than tem
dellars would be teday.

R, KEENEY: I would like to make my statement clear in regards to
my feeling, ms I persenslly experienced them. New, I quit lumbering and
went to work in the Alaska-Junesu mill. The Alaska-Juncesm mill peys $3.75 a
dsy for eight hours, operating, and in preferesse %0 going out inte th
woods lumbering , I would rather remain in the Aloske-Junesu mill at $3.78
than 0 go out inte the weods fer a bigger wage and elght hours. That

is the foeeling that I have toward the legging opmps.

GOVERNOR STRORG: That is based upen your own axperience!

MR. KEENEY: Yes, sir; that is wpea my own experissces. It is just as
bad wading through the water, mud, devil clubs smd mosquiteess en the trails,
practically the mame thing, as the logging eampe in southeastern Alsaska,
sad you have seon men stuck some place with #¢ mueh sud on him that yeu
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: wouldn't kuow him Af be is your own brother. That's just ene reasen wiy
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men won't stay with legging oamps in Alaska. |
GOVERNOR STRONG: Are you femiliar with the wage seale paid the leggers
and mill men in the State of Washington, say!?
MR. KEENEY: Mo, eir; I don't pretend to have any knowledge whatseever

about the pay in Washingten.

MR, MOLLYWOOD: Gevernor, I would like te state that I have worked
in the legging camps in the State of Washingten, the last time in 1911,
and while I was working there, . worked as an engineer in the canp, nnei L
mrkgd at every other job in the camp, and the leggers that were in that ,
eamp, the smllest pald men were three dollars and a half a day and they |
paid 75 cents a day fer beard, 1 came up here, I think, in 1913 arnd went
to work for the Alsskea~Gastinesu as an enginesr out hore at Salmen Creek.
I was paid feur dollars a day and I had to pay a dollar fer Leard,

GOVERNOR STRONG: WHEN Was this?

MR, HOLLYWOOD: That was in 1913. And last year 1 was offered a job
running & domkey in & logging camp in Alulka. and they effered me feuwr
dollars and e half e day fer ten hours, and 1 krnow that they of fered the

men (they den't class different ek grades ef loggers as they do en the

Seﬂl“ On the Soand there is the heok~tenders, rig slingers smd gaffers)
-=they class them all alike and give them four dollars s day and they have
te pay a dollar a day fer board, and probaubly they bave to work more than
ten hours & day. On the Sound tem hours was suppesed to bs a day's werk

and we never worked any lenger than tem hours, and ia the winter time we

e

worked only abeut six hours. I worked in the Graye Harber sountry and
we worked there and got the same weges as we did in the summer and we
enly vorked aix hours and & hall a day. We weried from the time it was
daylight watil dark. It didn't get daylight untdl sbout half past sight
end At got dark abeut half! past thres in the af terncon. Last swnmer I
Mn’dd_dnﬁdldtniﬁiuimtm-l-vut to vork ia the
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legging ceamps in Washington and he wrete me a letter and told me % come
down. Ne t0ld me that I eosuld get six dellars & éay, and he %0ld me tmtd
the cemps are hooming.

GOVERNOR BTRONG: Did he stete the mumber eof houras?!

MR, HOLLYWOOD: No, he 4idn‘t stnte the houre.

GOVERNOR STRONG: There hee heen a ptrike, I understand, to enfoeree the
eight-hour dey in ell loggling end lumber mille &s well. 1 heve been advised
that the eight~hour day is iu ferce in the logging camps, all logging camps
as well as lumber mill 1?@&/} haven't been ufﬂc.‘.ﬂlr advised of that faot,

MR, BENBON: X have 2 letter fro.m @ friend of mine in the CGrays Harber
country and he spld that they were pretty sure of getting eight hours.

MR, OLIVER: I think I cen cast a litdle 1light en laber conditions
et Keichikan and south of Wrangell. We have and did have last summer the
wost presperous tewn in Aleska. The fishermer dome well and the legging
camps was all working, but in Ketohikan new there's a great mamy men that
we not employesd and the s'a.tnill is idle. (George Luger runs a logging camp
out of Ketchikan and he works on an S~hour basis snd he has no trouble to
got & full crew st all times. Buusr & NeKay, another legging cencern of

our district opereted on a baslie of fifty-five cents per hour and thelr

camps are idle, Thres years egd I was with a gang of leggers. I went out
with ther and there wasn't sny cock in the pagsk and they made ne ceek, and
we received three dollars a day end board. Ve was getidng oul fish trap
piles for the Fidalgo lsland Packing Company. I have heard hers many re-
marks in regard to the shertage of laber. Of ceurse, sonditiens here are
different with the mis fortune to the Treadwell ming, but dewm in our country
there are mines, the copper wines, the war metel. The Gramky Comsolidated
Swelting and Nefining Cospany at Anyex, a Britieh eerporation, operate a
wine on Kasaan Bay, caliod the It, and work twe fall shifis edght hewrs &
day. The men g0 % wrk at seven ¢'clock in tse merming and they sems out
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" of the mine at feur in the aftermwen. The night shift gees en at seven

o'elock in the eveéming and they cems eut at the emd of the eight-hour peried;

and I have heard more discussien in the last twe er three days areund hero,
sere dissatisfaction, than I have heard in Ketehikan all winter, and it
seoems to me as theugh the dispesitien of the people that is here 4o repre-
sent tw logging companies is to itake advantage of this eme laber situatien.
I think that they are very unfair. Thare 'uy be a seareity ia their emn
district, bﬁt there is ne scarcity in the distriot of Ketehikan, and I think
if it was necessary and they needed miners here and would pay them the

sam soale that they pay down there,(the Granby peeple, for instance, pay
their miners a sliding scale vhich is very satisfactery), they weuldn's have
any trouble getting all the men they want.

GOVERNOR STRONG: Yeu etated, Nr. Oliv.or, that the Ketchikam mill was
net rumniag. | r

MR, OLIVER: le.' sir; the Ketehikan--~

GOVERNOR ETRONG: De you knew why!

MR. OLIVER: The Ketohikan mill never has run, te my persensl knowledge,
for the seven years that I have resided at Ketohikan, at any time after
Octeber or Nevember im the fall until March er April in the spring. New,

1 know that there is a great many men whe, with their geed fertune last
year in the fisheries, have cleared $800 or a twusand dellars and they are
very anxious % build themselves a beat. They have deught themsslves &
little gasoline engine and they have been waiting around all this time for
te get boat lumber, but the mill has besn shut down and they are unablse %o
buy lumber in Ketchikan.

MR, KEENEY: There is just one mere metter Governer. A¢ the presmnt
time,(0f courss, this is Pebruary of the year), but every yesr in #hds part
of e country thers is five te seven foet of snew, and it is absolutely
impossible %0 handle loge with the eguipment they have here threough mew
of thad dopth, becsuse 14 1s homsy, wat and mean, ead you oma't walk




threugh it; you can't build reads threugh it4. It's tee deep, and that is
ene of the disadvantages 'or logging in the winter.

MR, TRACY: I would like te say semething. I e= net a prefessiomal
legger myself, but I have taken smald cenirasts fer piles. I get eut seme
trap piles fer Heekman Brethers in 1912; that is, fer their fleating traps.
There was a 1ittle spring or lake up in the weeds and we were puttiing in &
pipeline, and there was eleven feet of snow. Of course, it didn't average
eleven feet all over, but there it weuld, and I guess it was fifteen days
before they ceuld pui this pipe line in. Ve werked eight hours a day amd
we cut just as much timber that we luald if we werked tem heurs. And, of
course, we had to de all eur ceoking. But the snew was se bad that yeu
souldn't hardly do sanything. There was some days that we averaged $17 a
day and there were ether days that we didn't average anything, didn't even
make our salt, and all the time we wers eut there we only averaged feur
dollars a day. In fact, so far as my experience is concerned, I never
did see many leggera eut in the epring, becsuse it was abselutely useless
% try % do eanything in the weeds. You can't even lay skid reads, emd i4
gotes 00 desp that the legs Just plow right inte the snev and yesu san’'t
even pull themout with a demkey enginme. And, se far as working tem heurs
or eight hours is concerned, we had to work eight hours, and vhen we
worked ten heurs we were se hungry, tired and hungry that we ceuldn’'t
hardly é¢ anything after. We had an awful appetite. m:n could get

out just as much timber in eight heurs as we could in tem. :
MR, BARNETT: In regard %o expressing ma opinien whether a mam oan de

just as muoh work in eight hours as he oan in ten. I work for Tom Radonich,-
at the Alasks Orill, sad he seld that he was going 1o beep the place on

10 o7 12 hours, md we t0ld him that we weuld quit the first of the your
bt o was just feooling, and when e put ihe plase on edght hours,~-1 had
a helper there, and I told him that he could go, and Tom weuldan't believe
that I could got slong witheut bim, but I told him What I would feel like




working new, mud over since them I've been rumning the kitchen myself, and
doding 14 in edght hours at that, Of course, sometimes I get a 1itdle be-
hind wvhen there's a rugh, dut it don't take long te euteh wp.

(Adjournment taken watil 11 e'cleck, February 7, 1918.




11 a. g., February 7, 1918

GOVERNOR STRONG: I weuld like %0 ask tiis merming if there is anyens
here representing the leggers and lengshoremsn.

MR. DOYLE: VWell, 1 can get a representative in a very few mimutes.

MR. BARNETT: A representative told me last night he weuld bs up here
this merning.

GOVERNOR STRONG: Very wall; we will take it wp later.
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MR, DOYLE: The lengshoremen repert eemfidence in the committes that

vas eloested at the meeting.

GOVERNOR STRANG: The reasea that I ask that is I have a letter frem
the iranspertatien eompanies with specific referense 40 lengshering condi-
tions here in Juneam, and I wanted ¢ hear semesne represemting the long-
shoremen.

MR, CAPERS: I weuld 1ike t¢ maks the same request about pestpening
this hearing, or extending it. Ve do net knew what has beesome of the Spokane
She is prebably siill afleat somewhere, but she ham't ceme to Junssm yet,
and we will withheld any further remarks until the arrival of the Spekame
with Judge Borham.

MR. OLIVER: Yeur Execsllancy, there was great stress put upen the
shertage ¢f laber and the great need of spruce lumber, -;i I knew that ameng
the native beys of southeastern Alaska, there's three to five hundred geed
loggers. There are some of them in Junesu now, and I am geing to see if I
ean't got them all up here in a body and disouss this matter, where they
can give you geod infermation, because they are all intelligent yeoung menm,
and . Murchison, the manager of their team, is here and would like te
give you what iafermation he has,

GOVERNOR STRONG: Ask Mim te come in. (Nr. Murchisen, a native of
Netlskatla, is ushoved in).

Bew, ars you & logger, Br. Murchisen! Do you knew suything sheud the _
logging business!
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MR. MURCKISON: Yes, I am a logger myself. That is where I get my
/

e

start. .

GOVERNOR STRONG: Now, tell us what you knew abeut legging cenditiens
in Alaska and the supply of laber necessary in that industry. And, imcident-
slly, you might tell us anything about any airpleane timber thad yeu know of,
if yeu kmow of any.

MR. MURCHIBOR: Gevernmor, Your Ixullonéy. honorable gentlemen. I
haven't studied er heard abeut it, but it has ceme natural te me abeut the
logging business as wall as the fishing btwsiness, er any hard labers like

that that lets of white felks didn't want er care 16 de. What is left, we

are always plessed te ds it. In the legging business, yeu will understand

through me, that we have get right at the tewn ¢f Netlakatla, we have been
legging fer, since wo cams over here, in 1887, and next year we went oeut
and gathered our ewn legs ourselves, sixty men, Wilt a sawmill fer Mr.
Duncan, end fiftesn or twenty years after that we bullt our ewn sawmill,
and you will understand that, talking abeut laber, slkoriagd e¢f laber, right
at home there is over three humdred able~bodied men. Amengst these three
hundred are millwrights. We have get taday et home about 38 cempeteant mill-
wright men.

GOVERNOR STRONG: 38 millwrights!?

MR. MURCHINBOK: Yes; there ars 26 in our cannery and in eur sawmill.
That is whers my brother warke. That is the Gravina mill. And all these
mon were experienced sawmill men befere they come out from British Columbia.
In the other mill, sbeut twe miles seuth of Ketohikan, are forty men, and
out ¢f that forty men over 30 are exporiensed smmmill peeple---put up thelr
owa mashinery, set up their ewn bollers, and oquip the viale mill, and the
will was able %0 tura out 28,000 feet of lumber a day. We keep our own
hoolks snd plonse cur vustomers. New sa Amnotte Island alews (I thimk I
want 40 tell you that I hink the Island is in a very sefe situation under
the protection of e Government at the proveat %ime),ws have got on “
Islend over six millien feet of standing aber, very mice tiuber, bask i
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the valleys, back in the mountains where the wind hardly teuches them---very

geod timber, that the Gevernment requirs teday fer airplane lumber. On

that felend alome there is twe large timberlands like these . Anether plass
we estimate there is semewhere about #we million feet. That is between Met-
lakatla and Shaken. ¥e have got a timberilemd at Mud Eay. That is about siz
or five miles uorth of Ketchikan, on the same channel, en Temgass, on your
right hand side coming north. We got on that (the mill was burned deomn), 1
think on that, en that timber land semewhere sbout eight millien feet or
mers. Way back in the mountaine, there are quite over tea million feet,

- whieh Mr. Silverman %0ld me¢ that. Jr. Silverman jumsped this place after we
left it. Mr. Silverman was the first man, 1 think, superintendsnt of tie
Hadley Mining Company. In that plasce alene, around in the Ketehikan dis-
triet, we ean supply any amount of feet eof lumber. Yeu will understand now,
as I told these gentlemen, that this timber is astually standing unteushed.

The boys at home are denkey sngineers. They are able---they bave beex
cutting plles and runaning their own donkeys, steam demkeys, as well as
gasoline denkeys, and we have got four erews out dridy this winter out-
ting piles for cannery eompanies and alse legs for ourselves at Metlakatla.
But, iz my experience, I sut lege by hand. I have went eut five times. I
fealled twe times smd I got ahoad three times sut of five times, in the
winter time. The last time I falled it took me twe years 4o pay off §700,
and if it hadn't been for Mr. Rush, ¢f the Fush & Brewn mine, I would have
been in debt 4eday, but teday I don't c’ anybody a eent. 8o that's the
wvay it gees. Thers is thres hurgd men, perhaps, more, not only in Met-
lakatla, but saywhere in the ather netive tewns are men, able mem whe ean
handle an axe.

rm STRONG: Experiemced loggers, in other werda!

MR. MURCKISON: Bapeviemesd leggers, snd they file their own axes, put

Shelr ovn axes in shape, pull their own loge down frem She weods and fasten
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their beems teogether, understand handling legs and bringing them wherever

the water is safe. Not ealy in Metlakatla, but in all the ethsr native towns
this is done. 8SA, I am enly epeaking in this little tims I get % enlighten
you, that you have got u large ameunt ¢f laberers en the mative side, and

any time you caam get men if there is a shertage of laberers aad the Gevermment

needs it during war times; Ve are ready to give eursslves up %o sur sountry,

and we are already traimed; we have been already trained and we are ready %
do our part.

HR. DOYLE: Is that Mr. Bllverman the same man that has the mill at
Wrangell.

MR, MURCHISON: I den't knowwee the man ie that ged it new. Ne, this
Mr.S5ilverman, dewn at Ketchiksm, I think the timber lamd is st4ill ia his
name.

CAPERS: Is the mill runniag new.

MJRCHISON: It is just abeut somplete new.

CAPERS: Then it has been eperated!?

MR. MURCHISON: No, but we've besm rumning en a very smll seale, dut
i4 will be started this year.

MR. CAPERS: Did I understand yeu t¢ say it was cuttiing 28,000 fest a
day.

MR. MURCHBON. The other twe millpg---

GOVERNOR STRONG: This mill has been operated by water pewer.

MR, MURCHISON: Which!?

GOVERNOR STRMANI: At Metlakatla.

MR, MIRCHISON: Yes.

GOVERNOR STRONG: Are yeu putting in steam!?

M. MMCHINNN: Yes, desides water power.

MR, CAPERS: Is is rwm by the Indians altegether?




MR, MURCHISON: Yes.

MR, CAPERS: De they have the ether mille rumaing all the time.

MR, MURCHISON: Yes.

GOVERNOR STRONG: The ether was burned dowa several years age, as I
understand i¢.

MR. DOYLRE: Did yeu receive sny erders eor any appliecation fer erders
frem the Gevernment.

MR, MURCHISON: Ne.

MR, DOYLE: TYoeu don't got any direet erders!

MR, MURCHISOM: Ne diresct erders, but I think the men there are talking

abeud it, in regard te the spring er as soen as pessible. Only we would
wvant foer this large smount of feed right en Annette Island some geod, pewer-
ful, steam denkey 40 pull those legs dewn. They are very desirable lumber---
great big timber---

GOVERNOR BTRONG: Cleart?

MR, MURCHIBON: Yes, very clear.

MR, HARRISON: In sonjunction with the remarks that this gentleman hes
made, I would like ts call attention of the meoting this merning te the fastr~
of ceurss, it is e repert through the Asseciated Fress--~that there is an
abundance of men at Anchorage. There are mere mea thas are needed at that
partioular point. Their firet meeting was held there Jamuary 37, a mass
mogting-~~

GOVERNOR STRONG: Yes; I was advised of that meeting of January 37.

MR. HARRISON: And then they held = second meeting February §; they
held a second massmeeting February 6, end they have incorperated articles
“Mnﬂmw,'W‘bm; to the Federal
Gevernment, te place befere the Council of National Defense se n reserd.

MR, WMMAE:  Gevermer, while thers is & lull in the pressedings, I
would 1ike % make a short statement. I vems here from the tewn of MeCarthy,




sitmated at Mile 191, en the Copper River & Nertwestern Railread, aad
approximataly four miles frem Kenmosett. There is alse beshind that tewn
the Mother lodes Gopper NMiming Company, whish has this summer built a gled
snd sutemebile read fourtesm miles frem NeCarthy to ite mines. It freighis
ore from there to MoCarthy and ships 14 sut te¢ the smel teor ever the Cepper
River railread. There is alse tributary te MeCarthy the Nizins placer
camp, out of which there comss a large output every summer. There is the
Tjesevig Cepper Cempany near Kesnesott, narth ¢f Kemecott Glacier,
tributary te the Bhushanna placer ¢amps, and there is being freighted frem
Westever, acress the Nisina River inte McCarthy sppreximately three thousand
tons of cepper ere. Thers are also a number ef sepper prespects en the
Ohittystene River and the Ketsina and Kuskulana. In ether werds, I dome
frem & mining sountry, and en behalf of those people, imasmuch as this
hearing is held te adviee the Ceuncil ef Natienal Defense whether er nmot

the request sheuld be made te your self te medify or suspend this eight-

hour law, for their information, we desire te have the record show that the

peeple in that countiry, the miners speeifically, demy the right er authority
of the Gevernor, the Ceunell of National Defense, the Ssoretary of the
Ilfcrtor. or any other bedy er agemsy, te, in any way, medify, suspend

or stherwise change the act of 1913 of the Territerial legislature of
Alasks, being chapter 29, whieh applies te underground lode mining and
kindred work pertaining %o metalliferous ledes. We deny the same a9 te
chapter forty of the Territorial BSession Laws of Alaska, 1917, pertaining

t¢ undergreund plaser mines and all underground werkings. We desire that
that be enlled to thedr attention, becsuse we 4 ake it that the suspensien
or médification goen only %0 the gemsral eight-hour law.

Now, as to the general sight~lwur law, I was a member of the legislature,
the Huse of Reprosemtatives, which veted for that law. It was passsd ai
the last Territorial sssesbly, smd, as you will remsmber, tMis provisbea
providing for the power ¢f suspension o medificntion, wee put 4in in pursu-




ange of = wire sent te yourself bf the Secretary of the Interier cr ethers
ferseeing this war. SNew, there is no cemplaint abeut the eight-heur lew

in the esuntry from which I ceme, #0 far as 1 know. There is mno cemplaint
as t¢ the lack of laber, se far as I knew, unless it might be ekilled
mechanice at the dif ferent copper chmps. Outside eof that, 1 ln'nnt informed
of any sesarcity of laber, though it might exist. New, you will metice, and
the Department will notice, the Ceuncil ef Hntiénal Def ense will notiece
that the pewer given in shapter 55 ef the mact ef 1917, peruits the Geverner
te suspend or medify the restrictions eontained in this law when such shall
be requested by the Ceuncil of National Defense er the Sesretary ef the
Interier. That is the exact language. Now, I submit that there is ne rea-
gon at all fer the suspension ef this law in this Territery. The twe preo-
visiens, sne granting power to suspend and the ether to modify mean some-
thing. That word medify is met put in ill*l a8 a jest. There can be no

reason~~~1 have heard of no reasen advanced why this eight-hour lawv sheuld

be medified by the Cevernor se leng as it is net successfully attmsked in
the eourts. It can be medified. The first kiek I heard en ithis eight-hewr
lawwms at Cordeva. Ths first kick at MoCarthy was from a teamster, Mr.
Willsen; that was the example that yeu, Gevermor, cited. Ne has & hanl of
appreximately 38 miles. HNe hamles that Westover cepper down ths Chittystene
River, down the Nisina River and up the Kemnecott River to the depet at

MeCarthy , from whore it is skipped out to the smelter. Now, he may have

his shift deme in six hours; he may have it done in six hours, or seven
hours, snd maybe it will take him hres days; theat is, men may g0 sut and
at the of edghd hours, ey miy be caught in overflows, Llizsards or
snowsteris, and they mey got into their cemp mamy hours after ehght hours
mndn—um‘hﬁwmﬁ. Now, if you sey thed that 48 a plese
of the eight-hour law, it is tee abeurd for discussion. Such offsirs n»
thet mast be arranged bafershand botwesa the smploysr aad employes, what
is o be done in cnse an seeldent like that happens. If hey don't arreage
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that, they 'uu't be able ts keep their men. The ether complaint was at
Cerdeva. MNr. Galen asked me to call on him. At that time I didn't knew
anything abeut this hearing, amnd he uprged » medification. But nome ¢f these
men asked for the suspemsien of the law. Anether man that speke %0 ms about

1% at Cordeova was Mr. Haselet, imterested in e¢il. Noene of these men

asked for a suspensien of that law. The werst that thay asked fer, of all

the men I spoke to, is a modification.

Now, when that act was intreduced, Senate bill Ne. 13, and after it
pasged, or befere it passed, I and ethers ¢t ried, in goed faith, % figri
out some sehome whereby we weuld have a legitimate eight-lwur lav and still
give the laber the epportunity ef werking evertims, at his slection, witheut
any risk Af he didu't se eleet; but after giving At a goed deal of tieught
md after talking to ether members and the men areund this tewn eof judgment
and skill snd brains, we souldn't figure any system of evertime. It i
only a question ¢f mathematics as t0 wvhether that sesale would be changed.
The employer, oxeept irn some cases, would gemerally figure his scale of
wages. Assuming, fer ithe sake of argument, his wages run somewhere arcund
five dellars a day, he would figure his scale of wages fer eight hours,
vhioeh with twe hours evertime, would result ia his getting five dellars a
day. It is enly a quention of mathematios, emd when I spoke of that at
the Club at Cordeva, when some of the gentlemen were aﬂum;
that law very fiercely, sccusing me of being a brainless individual for
votding for it, ene of them said, "The men that bave been working for me
now, they'll get paid for edght Moure.” Fer all the work whieh is being
dane in Alaska, there is & fixed seale under wiieh the men are werking.

The worst dhat sheuld happen, if the natien seeds wen in Alaska %o work
mors them edght hours, is that the Attermey Gensral, he can drew anll srder
in ssesrdance with the law, at the reguest of the Fepartmemt of e Interier
crﬁnmutflqﬂtﬂ Defense, for our guidamee, wiieh arder will per-

-nm-umm-mm.iummm.-
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the Adamasen aet, for the present seale of eight-lour wages snd suck hours
‘as are just. There is ne reasen that 1 can see for the absolute suspension
of this lew; and I alse desire to call the attentien of the gontlemen and
the Council eof National Def anse at this ¥ime, Yo the feset that net enly
the United States, but Russia and England snd in Germany, 1o seme o ¥end
they are calling upen laber, anmd ealling upen different men ts sasrifice
and d¢ thinge fer the common good ef the sountry, in view of which, it
would be a grieveous thing teo suspend this law Af a medificatien will be
suffiolent decause it will lead to evil remlts. 8¢ far as 1 am econcerned,
1 don't know that the law sheuld be medified, bud certaimly it should nod
be suspended.

MR, CAPERS: You are an sttornmey, I believe!

MR, mmnu- Yes.

MR, CAPERS: Did you ever consider the validity ef this ast before i4
was passed! |

MR, WIRRY: Oh, yes.

MR, CAPRRS: What is yeur view!

MR. MURRAY: I think it is deubtful. Ne eight-hour ast like tikie has
ever been sustainoed. l |

MR, CAPERS: Do yeu think, Mr. Maurray, that yeu could have passed an
unquestionable and valid eight-hour law?! Or could you have improved em 14!

MR, MURRAY: Well, I den't think sc. There has never been any gemeral
eight=hour law sustained in the United States. Every ether law like it has
beon sustained under the police power of the States.

MR, GAPERS: Do you thisk that you ceuld have complied with the in-
structions given you and have passed & valid law that weuld have made these
necessary exoeptiona?

M., NURAY: Nojg I tried that Wwr. Capers.

+ CAPERS: Wherela 444 you feldl

5‘..—:; Well, 4 begin with, there were ether lawyers in the

me I vas eut of practice, sd the speaker was
.' ﬂﬂ“ I sonsulted with wmu—l
' _iir msmamummm-—n
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under the police pewer as possible; for instamee, the eight-hour ast fer
women; the eight-hour ast fer underground plaser mines, sad the eight-heur
ast for surfecse woerk, and I stayed on the fleer, and Ia talking with the

sttorneys areund Junesu, neme of them thought that the ast wuld bde sustained,

and for that reasen I wanted as many of them passed under the pelice pewer

as possible. Of ecourse, the ceurts are changing---courts are ehanging.
This set might be sustained. The Adamesn act weuldn't have besn sustained

fiftemm years age.

SEMATOR HUBBARD: Den't yeu think that the fact that this law had
been submitted to the people would have seme influence en 4 sourt.

MR, NURRAY: VWell, the way the cseurts are asting at the present time,
it weuld have a very gread influence. It's just like Mr. Declesy says,

"It might be doubiful whether er met the Constitution fellews the flag, Wt
there is no doudt that the Suprems Court fellews the sleetien returns.”

MR, CAPERS: May I ask you ent more questien: Yeu take the pesitien
that there is no call for the suspensien of the law in this Territery?

MR. MURRAY: Ne; absolutely.

MR, CAPERS That it should be modified?

MR, MURRAY: I doen'% say that it should de modified; I said that i»
the werst that should happen to i4.

MR. CAPERS: HNew do you consider the werd "medify---medify sad re-
stried!® What do you consider that memns! If the Atterney Gemeral of the
Territery of Alaska advised His Excellency as to his powers in the matter,
what would you say is mesnt by the words "modify emd restriet?”

MR, MURRAY: ALl right; I'll tell you. It is aduitied by everybedy
sow, I think, that it is 1llegal to werk over eight hours; that is, for the
wage or salary earner de werk---

MR, CAPERS: You mean that this lew wes valid!

m. .ﬂIHu Tos, a0 written on the beeks. There might be seme par-
WMhMﬁm. in its present travail, needs more

‘,m New, Mr, Murrey, say I sek you this question: Den't you

"
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regard it as very questiemable whether 1% is withia the jurisdistion ef

the legislature te vest sueh a power in the Goverasr for the very geed res~

st that & modifioation of the law along the line yeu suggest sad suspea-
lhll are reglly legislative functions?! HHas that peliat ever ecsurred %o
you?

MR, MURRAY: !il. but it is purely an scadenmis gquestion amd doen't
got us anywhere.

MR, CAPERS: But, don't you think that a questien nevertmless, a
question that seriously arises whether the legislature had the right 4
empower the Geverner 40 de what the legidlature should have lm by ereat-
ing limitatiens and rest¥rictions.

MR, MURRAY: No, I have mo deubt en that. I think the legislature
had that pewer.

MR, CAFERS: Yeu think that de yeu!

MR, MURRAY: Yes.

% % % & %SPEREPTEREES

GOVERNOR BTRONG: The mining in the Nizina countiry is largely plaser,
is it ned!? 2 TR

M. MURRY: Yes--~well, there's a large hydraulis plant on Rax Guleh,
or %o on Rex Guloh, sad There's two on Chitites Creek and there's a smll
one up o8 Jolly Gulch and there's a very large plant om Dan Creek, in the
Nisina couniry, besides & number of men who work with pressure hese mad
ote,

GOVERNOR STRONG: I bhave had me genersl denand fresm the plaser
eperaters in We Nisina sssdben fer Ahe suspension of the law.

W, WMRAY: The asployes thinks 4t & pretiy geed set. DBut the
Nigins country ess »um on eight hours and pay five delliars a day.

GOVERNOR GTRONG: Is that the wage seale---fiye dellars!?

W, WARMY: Well, five dellars and in seme sases, §155 & momih fer
laber, and them it rums abeut §200 %o §235 for hosemen and pipemen.

B N - L oA MR g Y Duj 599
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GOVERNOR STRONG: And beard and ledging!

MR. MURRAY: Yes; the Kenneeott alse paye a bonus and a siraight seale
of wages. There is me sush scale as there is areund this seuntry.

MR, DOYLE: It is impessible fer the werkingmea % 11}. on the soale
of wages they have arsunmd here. i

MR. MURRAY: All I know about the fishing industry is that we den't
got smeugh fish up the Cepper River te feed the degs.

GOVERNOR STRONG: The stream has been everfished!

MR, MURRAY: Yes; they den't let them eome uwp. They get sbout IJ.:}. the

fish in the eanyen.
B Y Y S e T )

HR. OLIVER: Yewr Exsellenay, Rev. Nr. Narsden is cutside. I think b
can tell yeu a great deal se far as logging and fishing is conserned.

PRl |

GOVERNOR STRONG: Mr. Marsden, it has besn suggested that yeu have in-
fermation that may bde valuable in this hearing, toushing the legging industry

- of Alaska generally, and espesially with referense to sirplane stock, lumber

that is suitadle fer the eemstrustien of airplanes, which is in domand at

the present time owing 40 the war; the supply ef laber necessary fer the leg-
ging industry in this Territery, and se em.

MR. MARSDEN: (= native) May I ask a question?! I am a litile bit at
sea as to vhat I shall say. |

GOVERNOR STRONG: Well, in the first plase, Mr. lMarsden, we have an
sight=heur in the Territery. I dhimk you speke to me sbout that the ether
day---the sight-~heur day as spplied to the lumber industry in the towm of
Motlakatla. Now, what I want 4 get is some infermation upon the available
supply of lader that would be suitable im the legging industry amnd in the
lumber industry, end in the mnufasture of luwber, snd hew the present eight-
hour law would eperate in this particular industry--~whether faverably or

| . . I II. i I:. I +..r !
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unfaverably. I want yeur epinion em it ene way eor the ether---if you believe
that the eight-hour law, sc far as the lumber Andustry is censernsd should
be suspended during the esntinuance of the v'c or if 1% should b; adhoered te
fig_ldly. How meany youmg men, native psople, do you know ef that eemld be
enlisted in fio lumber induatry; in the legging industry, if it were abselute-
ly necessary---men who know the business, who have seme acquuintance with it,
and so on.

MR, MARSDEN: The eight-heur law is in operation now dewn eur way.
As regards the legging industry in the lewer sectien, smeng the natives (I
speak particularly abesut tre industry among the matives), the men who have
been logging have not ebserved any straight heurs, so far as I ean sey.
They go ocut by contracts amd they bring in legs just sceording te their

phjrlhll ability and not under wages, under sny arraagment.

el S S e i, ]

GOVERNOR STRONG: Iu ether words, they are engaged in coatrast er
plece work.

MR, MARSDEN: Yes, that is just exectly what they have been deing all
these years. How that nev law will apply to their business, 1 have ne
inowledge whatever, and I eould not foreses how it would eperate. The ether
day I was speaking, Yeur Emolluﬁcy. of our men werking. Our beys whe wanted
%o work ia the mill den't know just what %0 do umdsr this mow law and the
i vhe managed the mill had a little problem befere him whether %e pay them
et the rate of ten hours a day or elght heurs a dey with the same wage;
and o8 my inquiry then was aleng that lime. The beys thu:dfn thought it
vas. There was something befare theu that weuld bring ehamge of working
omditione there, and the majordity of thonﬁ.‘u:he ars running the mill
there claim that a ten~hour law would werk a little injustice is thelr
partiocular business thers. But the thing is new to thez mad the mill is
not in operation regularly under this new law as yoi, md it remsins ® be
seen jusd what they sctuslly want snd what they sstually nsed.




The supply of leberers in Netlakatla is largs in & small commnity of

its eisze. It wuld number semsthing like 700, perhaps sems thing over,
natives, Indians, and I would roughly ectimate here this meraning deiwemm
w0 and thres hundred men, able-bodied men whe ceuld be empleyed 1in the
legging icduestry of that sectien. But during the summer, as every gentle-
man here knows, every one of us scatter; we go to the different caansries,
and some boys go to the mills. Right there in Ketohikan we have semething
like twenty men workiag in the mill, and perbaps in the summer there weuld
be not a single native to engage ir the legging busineser--

GOVERNOR STRONG: They will sll be eut fishing!

MR, MARSDEN: Yes. But I supposs if they woere eempelled to work in
the legging campn, there weuld be & geodly supply of leggers right thers 151
Metlakutla,

GOVERNCR CTRONG: That is experienced leggers---men who knew the busi-

ness!?

MR. MARSDEM: Yes; they have made teir living out ef that all these youm

MR. CAPER3: MNr, Marsden, may I ask you a quesation or .
MR, MARSDEN: OCertainly.

MA, CAPERS: This supply of laber that yeu speak of is largely native---

altogether native, ie it not?
MR, MARBDEN: TYes.
MR, CAFERS: ALl natives.
MR, MARSDEN: Yes.

MR. CAPERS: They iive there in Metlakatla, end they have their commumi-

ty, aad they have their own industries!

MR, MARSDEN: Yes.

MR, CAPERS: De you kanow whether they would be willing ‘e seetber i
all over the Territery fer the purpese of logging!




MR. MARSDEN: Seme of them, yes,

MR, CAPERS: Yeu think they would!

MR. MARSDEN: 1 think se.

M, CAPERS: TYeu think they weuld be willing (s ge during the summer
time to Cordova or Anehorage for the purpoes of loggliag!

MR, MARSDEN: I rather think se. But that 1 am not pesitively mare

MR, CAPERS: Yeu have me knowledge of logging eenditions in ether parts
of Alaska!

MR, MARSDEN: Neo, sir.

MR. CAPERS: During the susmer mest ¢f these matives are engaged in
fishing!?

MR, MAREDEN: Fiehing, yes.

MR, CAPERS: I ask you, Mr. Mareden, if 4% isn't true that mest of

the logping is dene during the summer time?

MR. MARSDEN: QOenerally, yes; bt that's the only seasen of the yeur.
MR, CAPERS: That is, during the winter time climatie econditions are
20 bad and the difficulties or logging are »e great as to make it prestionlly
iwpessible to leg during the 'i.nt-'r_
MR, VARSDEN: Yes.

MR. CAPERS: And that even if every one ¢f these natives abandensd

the more profitable employment of fishiag, that it still would not selve

the supply of lahor for the purpess of legging througheut the Territery,
would 447

/

MR, NARSDEN: We; I think not.
MR, CAVRES: Youw don't think se. The statement was made a while age
by M. Werekisen that there was sds miliden fest on & certain Lelend
GOVERNOR STRONG: Aunette Island.
MR, CAPERS: nmﬂmumfmnmuw
mﬁmmn.mwmnm




MR. MURORISON: Kight million feet. I think I said abeut six milliem
feot sn Annstte Island and twe millien feet semevhere alos.

MR, CAPERS: All geed timber!

Mi. MURCHISON: Yes, sir.

MR, CAPERS: That mill omn turn eut 88,000 feet o day.
MR, MURCHIBON: The old mill was burned dewn.

MR. CAPERS: How much will the new mill eut!?

MR, MURCKHIBON: I thimk the new mill will be able % turn eut at least

twelve to fifteen thousand feet a day
MR. CAPERS: Now, the 28,000-feet mill would ¢ut a million feet of

e e L

timber in less than 300 days. That is, less than a year.

T

MR, MURCHISON: I don't kmow.

MR, CAPERS: Well, you figure i4 emt. It weuld be 2,800,000 fer
the first 100 days. Three times that would be §,400,000. That ‘ul.ﬁ ran
& mill fer a little less than a year. New, I will ask you amother questien.
IsN't At true that it weuld be prastically impessible to keop encugh of »
creow in the weeds te comply with this edght-hour law and still get eut suf-
ficient lumber te rum a mill! That is 40 sey, yeu would have % have a
doulle crew, or perhaps thres crews during the summer time, and that ene
of these orews or two of them would be idle sixtesn hours a day. Im your
judgment , wouldn't that render the cest of legging se great as te be
practically prohibitive?

MA. MURCHISON: Yes.

MR. DOYRE: MNr. Capere, excuse me & moment. Are you asquainted with the
legging business!
¢ MR, CAPERS: Nek #irsstly.

MR. DOYLE: Bave yeu any idea what a leggisg erew consiate of !

MR, CAPERS: MNe; met directly. I have never smpleyed thes.

M. DOYLE: Well, you're epinien is very diress.
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MR. CAFERS: Ne; 1I'm simply asking fer sm epinien.

MR, DOYLE: You haven't the slightest idea of what a crew eonsists;
you haven't any idaa how much laber a ¢rew in the woeds has te furnish,

MR. CAPERS: Not myself , dut---

MR, DOYLE: You're speaking ef umtlﬁng you don't know.

MR, CAPERS: I think Ihave definite informatien on that subjest.

MR. OLIVER: Mr. Narsden and Wr. Murchisen are strangers hsrs and net

sceustomed to that sert of questioning, and when Mr. Capers made his ro?

marks, 1 don't think they realized that he was an atterney representing the

great corperatiens of this ceuntry, and I would 1ike to cerreot their
. AnEWers.
MR, CAPERS: You esa't sorrecte--- 1_
GOVERNOR STRONG: What do¢ you want to do!
MR. OLIVER: Correct Mr, NMarsdem's remarke. MNr. NMarsden said that
the logging was dene ia the fishing seasen.
GOVERNOR STRONG: Yes; that's what I understeod him 4o sny.
MR, G.Ivn:h Well, new, I vas master of a small tug in Keteahikan, and
I knew that it was susiemary for the natives, eutuide of the fishing sessen
‘0 go sut in the woeds in the fall or the early epring. I knew this per-
sonally,and the native beys and the native men of southeastern Alasks, eutd

of the fiskhing season, ge inte the weeds end they get legs out, and in wy -
work 1 went 40 the different tmﬂmtm lege to the mills, end
when the logging seasen was over dhey would prepare fer ﬁ*ﬂ.ﬂ!‘ll. X
know when they first started W eut legs they reseived four dellars &
theusand, and then it wae inersased te five dellars o thewsand. Thers
mhcﬁ*hndhmﬂﬁm I.I.lllflhl
it o the genslimen Af X mm met serrest. And thevs is in Metlakatls 200 or
mere sturdy, young men that eem @ inte the wesds, that are skilled weds-
ned. Thers is at Hydaburg slee sbeut the same ameunt, and in all these
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native tewns ¢f ssutheastern Alaska they have got trained loggers. Ixz fast,
it is second mature te the mative, begause he built his cunse freom the legs.
He want sut hﬁn the voodes amd breught the log eut te make his camee out

of, amd I knew by repute that sews of them are the fimest filers, mad I

know $hat they are all good axemen, and I think it is a geed eppertunity

B e

fer the Gevernment ef the United States, in this emergemsy, with spruce se
in demand, %o oall upen the native beys ¢f ssutheastern Alaska 49, go¢ into
this industry, and I think they can snlist a great many of able men among

, “ the natives, goed leggers.

|
|
|
i
|

MR, MURRAY: Let us assume, for the sake ¢f argument, that the legging
ie dene in the summer. Where I coms frem, fer imsiamee, they have a saw-
mill on Dan Creek ind there is a ﬁ-ll mill on Chititeo Creek, and the logs
for those mill in ithat ceuntiry are all gotten out t‘nr‘- the snow.

GOVERNOR STRONG: During the winter seasen!

MR. MURRAY: Oh, yes. If, for instance, the elght~hour lew is medi-

fied or restrioted, assumin that conditd
would be a feolish thing 1‘.? the hmrho::.t:xt::pzih?hh:gl:tﬁ:?.or

the Council ef Defenss or the Government to wispend it where 1t seuld be

modified to make a cortain applicaden en the coest to the legging indusiry
and smether applicstion inside---mnother modification. That brings up the
matter of the right te modify. New, that is deme in the game law. The
Congress of the United States passed a eertain law and they gave %0 eome

of the Secretaries, the Sscretary of the Inﬁrl.nr. or some other Seoretary,
We power to modify end change it from time %0 tims 4 suit lecal condi-

tiongr-~

| | GOVERNOR STRONJ: The Secretary of Agrieultars.

MR, WURRY: The Seeretery of Agricultwre. And 4% is legal at eme
plase and illegal at amedher place. So the asd ssm bs medified te meet
a the requirements. That would be & sase in peAwt. The Congress has gives
| thet power %o ke Secretary of Agrioulture as the legislaturs has gives you
the pewer. It wewld be sbeurd te spply the wame relss 4o the legging in-
dustry An the seuntry whieh I coms frem sad the vast imterder, of whieh
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NI, CAPERS: Direstly the reverse senditiens apply ez the eeast snd
in the interior, in the legging business!?

MR, MURRAY: Yes

M, CAPERS: And'prastically all eof .tho ore of the 'lotllr Lode was
gotten out in the wintertims by sleds.

MR, MURRAY: Yes.

MR, CAPERS: And maturally the same climatic senditiens and eeoncxie
reasens would appertain in the hamling of leogs. On ke Bound ports the
reverss conditions exist. It may be because they tew by water and during
the winter end water is more stermy and the smew se hemvy as to meke 1t
difficult to get them dowm imnto the water.

NR, MURRAY: TYeus.

MR, DOYLE: There's me restrictions like that in the Grays Marbder
country .

MR, CAFERS: What ie that!

NR, DOYIE: I eay there's ne restrictions like that in the Graye Harber
esuntry.

MR, CAFERS8: In the Grays Harber country?

MR, DOYLR: Yes.

MR, CAPERS: 1 presume that it ie unnecsssary to inferm Mr. Doyle thad
the climate is vastly different and your argument dossn't carry a great
deal of weight. |

MR, OLIVER: VFor the gemtlemsn's inforuwstion, I have towed many lege
int a sewmill where the raft was all coversd with snow in the wister ¥ime.

MR. CAPERS: We are desling with general comditions hers, Mr. Oliver.

(AMjournment taken until February 8, 10 a. w.)




Tea 2. n., February 8,-1918

GOVERNOR STRONG: Well, the meeting will be in order. If you genilemen

have any statements t0 make, 1 will bs glad to hemr them. I have ene re-

quest to make, and that is thet you confine your statemsnts as closely e

possible to faects. I cam epin my own theeries Af you will zive me the fasts.

MR, WALKER: It has net been my inten¥™en to emter inte this in any

wvay whatsoever when 1 first heard of i3%. I weuld emly new like ¢ submit
" a fow statements, only & few statemeénts without any regard to an argument
whatever,
In my efficial capacity as Inspeocter, Alaska Service, United States
Bureau eof Fisheries, I have gsharge of +ihres boats of the Buresm that are

used in patrel woerk. Oune of these heats is a stemmer, carrying e crew of

¢ix men; master, engineer, twe firemsn, seek amd a deokhand. The ether
twe boats are gas Leats, carrying orews of ihres men---masters, engineers
end cooks. Now, in our patrol work I have run as high as forty hours by
the officer taking his watch---we would rather take turms about (one man
or twe nsleop while ths ether men were on watch). Put 40 with this eight
hour law, 1 just simply wonder what its effect will:- be en our work; if

w8 are compelled teo limit it te alght hours---that is our patrel %o edght
bours & day--~1 don't know what we'll be able % sscomplish. I just simply

submit that for consideration.
Now, I have just received word from the Buresu that we will put en
seme specinl men, e bé termed stream watohmen., That is, those men will
be semt to seme particular stream in s restricted lecality with the idea
of sbeclutdly Prpventing vielatlons within sertaln senes. New, 14 10
enly possible, wAth sur presewt fande, %o have a few wom, very few men.
I don't think 1% will be pessible for us to have more than tem at the
most and prodably euly sbowt five, snd due %% the small mumber, we omn'd
have more thas ene mem o4 & plase---that s, we seuldn'd have thres mem
together o work in elght-hour shifts. 00 that, while he man is thers 34

s 5
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hours et ¢ time, it will simply be a vacation fer him, pretty nesrly. He

wen't be deinz eny real work, but he is t6 be en the jeb ell the tims.
ﬂo-o. daye h: would probazbly have to do resl hard work, and ether days he
wouldn't be turning his hand ever. He might be steying areund iths eamp or
running his little boet from ene of those stireams to amether, just meraly
seoiny that vielstions de not occur. 1 would merely submit that se that
you ean censider it.

Then in my offilocial work last year, I was around 1o most of the ean-

neries and salteries amd other stations, and 1 feund a great shertage of

laber. That s, there was scarcely a plast ia seuthesstern Alaska that

vas sble te werk to the maximun capesity of the plawt beomise ¢f the
shertage o¢f men., In some cases itaey wersn't able ts get the fish, buid
in mest cases they could have geittem the fish Wit they didu't have the men
%0 work them up, And I have no doudt thet cenditens will be eimilar thie
year. Then, frem a purely patriotie standpeint, I expect ¢ work my brain
slxteen hours a dey. I de a good bit of the time amyway. Fertunately,eme
ean't be prowecuted for what he thinks. It is enly what he says or dees;
and 1t leoks 10 me like it is as much up 0 every men living in eny ef the
Allied ceuntries and prefiting by the Allded couutries, to de his part in
every way possible tc the limit ef hie endursnce during the durstion eof the
war, 29 it is for the mam whe i using his brén, and »e man esn step hie
bradns werking.

That prectically susmarizes sll that I have 4 say, and there is ne

need of my geing into it muy further-~-just mevely to mubmit those Tasts.

BR. OLIVER: Your Excelleney, Mr. Welker, I have listased attentively
to what he seys, and when the suployees of the Buresu of Fisheries eowm
up hore, they vill come hure under the edght~hour day that hes leng bese
esteblished by e Goverzment of mh*t_mu‘mﬁndwﬁ
ites anmployees.




MR. WALKER: As I said, I won't try to enter inte mmy argument. I
would meraly sey this, that we have to werk a great deal more than eight
hours. I have always, in the pasi, engaged my time by werk to be denme.
There are asmny times that I haven't sarned my salt, but thers are ether
days on which 1 have werked 24 hours. It has always besn & sunse of de

what 1 thought the werk really demanded rather than the number of howurs.

MR, BARNETT: Well, I think myself that _tho gentloman is & 1ittle

bit out of place. We are not talking about the fisheries, but about
mining and logging. The eight~hour law has been suspemded se far as the
fisheries is cenmcerned, and it wouldn't affect this at all.

GOVIERNOR STRONG: Well, we den't want t¢ shut out anybedy who has

a statement %0 make. |




STATEMENT OF JUDGE GORHAM

We have somd matter te present, YTour LSxcellemdy, on bemal! e¢f the

Pati'ic & Arctie Railway & Ravigation Cempany and on behalfl of the Amsrieanm~

Yukon Navigatien Company, the feormer operating a rallroad frem Skagway te

the summit and the latter company eperating frea 8%. kichasl up the river,
up the Yukon River. Uafortunately, 1 wasn't here at the epening of this

hearing and, exsepting what my elieants have been able %6 tell me, I am not

familiar, eif course, wiih the precedure. We would like to present sur mad-
ters in an orderly way, practically as an ex parte presentatien. We de net
onre 1o subuwit ourselves te cress exami ation. Of course, it is mene of
our wesiness what ether presentations are made by the ether ili.r.li;. but
i ask permissiorn 10 submit what we have at this tine semewhat in the wvay ihat
Mr. Wileon, the Secretary of Laber, did at Seattle. Nr. Wilsea sald, "VWe
will hesr eash interest separately. I1f the shipyards have anything te say
in tho matter of empleyuent amd wages in the shipping industry, while the
hearing is eépen to all, we will Mar them separately.” The empleyers sub-
mitted praciically what mighi be eulled an ex parte presentatien ef ilheir
statoment nnd fer the second meeting ithe smployess made their presentation---
if I'm not asking %eo mush.
GOVERNOR STRONG: Mo ebjection to that, o0 far as I kunow. You eaa sub-

nit your canse.

SUDGE CORHAM: These companies are not centesting eight hours as a
standard day of labor for thedr wage sarners or their salary sarners. Thess
companies, both of them, are publiec service eerperations; they are cemmen
earriers. The railroad is compelled %¢ operate whether it wamted te or nes,
wvhother it operates st a prefit or at a less. As & ceommon oarrier, 14 is
compelled to operatis, and Lf it failed %o operate, the publis, through
* proper procedurs, eewld procure ihe appointment of e receiver whe weuld

il
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sperate the preperty under erderes of the esurtd. Ve serve the Yuken hﬂ.g
and all of ite imkabitants, beth by reilway running eut of Whitehorse and
by steamer up frem 8t. Niehasl. The interests of the inhabitants of the
Yuken Basin “nﬁd some medification of this law under censideration. It
isn't a guestion whether er net theses twe conpanies whom 1 represent can

get the supplies into the interipr; 1t is a questien whether or not they

ean got those supplies imto the interier at such a cost ap will enable

the peeple there te purchase supplies frem the leecal merohants. I1f every

peund or every ten of supplies going inte the Yukem Basin sheuld cest, say---

|

just to illuetrate and make it emphatio~-~slould cest a thousand dellares a |
pourd, irrespectiive ef the inveige prices sf the geeds themselves, the in-
habitante would cems out of the countiry er else wewld have to live upon the

sountry.
B0, eur attitude is that this is a matter in which the peeple of te

Yukon Basin ars especially interested; and, as I said befere, we are not

oppecing the eight-hour day as a standard day of werk.

The railroad---I e» not whelly femiliar with the operation ¢f the rail-

vty; tut 1. essume that it is operated prastically as ether railroads are
eperated, with due allowsnce fer conditions of weather, the esuntiry threugh
which it passes and the traffic which it earries. But the American-Yukon
Navigatien Company probably eperates differemtly frem smy other carrier Wy
water in the country. We have varioue slasses of smpleyees, We have some
amployeeos who are sarried upen She pay rolle of ﬂi sompany the year areund i
and who perform servises the year areund; whwﬂi»qlqmtﬁm
serried upen 153 pay reil t.rﬂ.rmuﬁbutnfmnf servien in

excens of eix months; we have ether smployees whe are carrieod upon e pay-
rell fer eix meathe and their services do not extend ever a perded of tme
% oxseed four monthe; we dave alse smployses who are carried on the pay
roli wimply fer the time they work. Same slasses of theee smployess reseive
their trasspertetion in and ewl seme classes of euployses recelve sed exly

b
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Sramsportation, but pay during the time of itranspertetion in and eut. Mauny
of the employces, eapecislly in the lower river section, are centracted for
in the States und are brought up to Bt. Michael.

We offer to submit every thing we have to submit under oath---if that
has been your practioce.

(OVERNOR STRONG: No, it has nod.

JUDGE GORHAM: Ve meke the offer. We expect to siumply state the fasts
Trem our point of view. These fects, of sourse, cam Le contreverted by
others in interest, if centiroversion is pesaible. Ve would like to maks a
presentation of some eral testimeny as well aec some decume ntary evideuces,
and, in order te sxpedite the matter, I will ask Mr. Hahm, Mr. V, I Nalm,

a fow questions,
TESTIMONY OF V. I. HAHN

§. You ers the euperintendent of the Pacific & Aretic Railwaey Cempemy!?

A. Yes.

Q. How leng have you beesr sudh superimtemdent?

A. I have been superintemdent about twelve years.

Q. And your read consists of what!?

A. Well, it is a rellread extending from Skagway, tide water, te
Whitehorse in Yukon Territory---abeut twenty miles of it in Alaska,

Q. Vhat is ite gauge!

A. Three-Teet gamge.

Q- What is i4s train service---passenger trala service!

A. Vell, v esnsudt 2 mized ‘rain servize, passmmger amd froeight.

Q. Just generally spesking, in order te give an idea of the reilresd
end ite speration; just gemerally speaking, whnt 48 i%s trefe service
threugheut the year, hﬁmm |
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This present winter we are eperating twe trains essh way per week. Last
yoar wve eperated nearly every day, depeading en the business.

Q. Your terminii are Skagway and Whitehorse!?

A. Skagway and Whiteherse, yes, wir.

Q. You take and transfer cargees frem eeean steamers at Skagway and deliver
it te the river steamers at Whitehorse fer dewn river peints! |

A, Yes, sir, as well as geing inte the Atlin ceuntry, and lecal business

| aleng the line.

De you Imow anything abesut the shertage eof laber in your business of---l
You, sir

~~erallread eperation. Will yeu state what i4 is.

We have beem cenfrented with a shertage ¢f laber duriag the last year eor

in every department that I have sharge eof.

What are the different departments!?

Well, there is the---at the wharf we have the truckers and leaders of
the freight. We have the traim crews, train and station crews, shep
feree, sectien men, bridge men. That covers the different headings
pretiy wall.

What shertage have you had in yeur wvharf srew, if amy, during last year,
for instamce!?

In the wharf crews we have had te work men quite ¢ fow lwurs semetimes
besause there weren't emough men available to kesp the work geing.

What was the meesssity of keeping the werk geing!

The seasens with us, of ceurse, are very short. The interior country
is dependent on its supplies by water navigation, snd of course, we have
% eress the Fass thers with e ;-ul'h fesd the steamers, and the open
season of navigation %0 our end ¢f the seabeard is less than feur menths
when any freight can be handied %o speak of . Of course, vhes novigation
epens, shertly after the first of Junemu, the water is weudly se low
‘that about all they ean tske is passengers, mail and daggage on the
firet trlp or tee, depamding en the stage of the water. Gems years it




is a little better than ethers. Then towarde the ead ¢f the seasen the :
same thing ccours. 8o that we have, during a period of feur menths
out of twelve, we have ¢ goet all freight iante thait interier sountry
that gees via the Skagway gateway, and freight gees via the Skagwey
gatevey as far as Fairbanks, and that meams that, of eosurse, the

ecean beats lay thelr with their cargees. Their arrivals are mors

or less irregular. There are four passenger beats that coms in fairly
regular, but mest of the ether beats are irregnlar, tho same as it is

hore in Juneamu, and freight beats still more se.

[

Q. That ereates a cengestiea!

A. That creates a cengestien~--an ebbmd flow, yeu might eay. And as the

freight arrives it is % unloaded inte the warehouses and then the men

- - — d—

have to lead 1% inte gars and perhape a beat is walting at the ether end,
and, on acoeunt of the extreme shertness ef the seasen, it is very vital
net to delay beats, se that semetimes eur men, while sur dsy heretefere,
our normal day has been ten heurs, but the ;on someiimes, seme days have
te werk thirteem and fourteem hours, and en ether deys egsin, as the
freight situation is more or less cleaned up, there may mot be any werk
at all, or they may enly get five er six hours off amd then anether beat
eomes in, and sometimes several inm at a time. I have seen four beats at
the whar! thére at the same time, and the work has te speed up again.

Q. Is there a sufficient amount of work to warrant the railway company in :

running, say, twe shifts of wharf crew througheut the seasen!?
A. Neo; thers isn't. 'rh"trt vill average a pretty fair amount for the
men that we have, and vhensver 14 has been possible %o piok up extra
men, wé have dene 90; dut the mimute that there is, that there was a
1i¢tle lull, the extra mem usually lefd. They say---our practice ie
to glve tha steady men and the mem as they come on in the erder Su which
they comd inte servise--~give them the preference. And I have seen
that the last summer. Fer Ansteanes, e frodght is closned wp. 1
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A.

remember one time fer several days there was me freight, but there wes
freight sxpested. We got telegraphic advice always of freight beats

as they leave Vancouver and ﬂintﬁ_of mt, Lin spite of that, the foreman
souldn't talk the men inte staying. "Ne," they say, “we're here to make
what we san., Ve want all the time we ean get in, and :LLn'ro going 4o
lsy areund like this, there ia nol assuranse that the sams thing wven't
happen again; »0 we'll get eut.” |

You have a special sharacter of freight that it is necessary ¥ expedite
in 1ts forward movement!?

Yes; porishabl e freight, of course, is always givea special service be-
sause~~-0f oourse, that is erdinarily the sase anyway, dmut particularly
noun' the time for the transpertatien of freight is necessarily slew
frem the Sound ports amd Vancouver and going dewn the river, se that

we have te -n.t-i:- every possible delay, amd at times s beat may geot in
threough the night, and we have to held ewr 'lrlh wp perhaps, er perhaps
work all that night, if the freight was available, rather tham to lead
it eurly next moraing, in erder te got 14 eut se as to catech this beat
at Whitehsree. |
New, you have a shert seasen and s long seasen during which your opere-
tdens are not 0 heavy. Have you endsavered---and, if ee, with vhat
resul t~--t minimise your work during the rush ssases and maximise the
work daring the balance of the seasen?

Yeos. When the operation of the read first started, they used te try

%0 get mon to eperats and do the work ms the work presented itself---that
is, in the summer when everything was busy, get as many men as pessilble
%0 de this work and then 4in the winter, out it way down; but, afbivr
trying that fer o fow yoars they found cut that the bdest pabley, frem |
the company'e standpeint and the workingman's standpoint, was % tyy
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te got as near as pessible a steady orew of men and keep them the year
srewnd; and te get as many married meam as possidble that would make their
homes there. It's better fer everybedy. 8¢ after that we adepted a

pelicy of whatever werk we could perferm fer the winter seasen, we would

B T B . T e )

do s0. Ve would go alemg possibly all threugh the summer mmnd delay that
work se that the regular foree seuld be kept en as leng as pessible | }
the year around. That more particularly applies te the n*o, and ve
have handled 1% that way and we have found that it hae been very
' satisfastery for beth sides. We have a very geod ferce of men; the

majority of them have been with us fer years. They seem t0 like the
company and we think a great deal of eur men, and of eeurse, at that
there are times when the men have to werk a little evertime. They have
always been willing te do it, and if a man fer any ressen deasn'st fui
that he can werk some night, we try te arrange to let them off, but
wve have tried t¢ have the feree so that we can have a geod, standard
day‘'s work the year around fer the men and, of ceurse, there is 2 cortain
amount o¢f evertime, but the svertime is net sufficient te put en extra
men., If the work was heavier, we would put en extra men.

Q. Dees that apply to the bridge men, section men, as well as shep men!

A. It dees; yos, alr. Of ecourse, with the bridge emd slop men, or with

the bridge and sectieon men, it is mers the case with them. The emergeney

dooen't erise ss much as it does 1:.’ the shops or on the wharf, becsuse
it 10 more in o case of washouts eor some troeuble, bridge troubls, with |
them. Yeu take the others, and some repairs come up hers and there |
that ean’t be fereseen lete of times and the men have a litdle overtime
Of course, at the vharf, with soal beats 0 unloed, there mt%-n

L .
hat the men have % work estra hours, snd yot you can't keept msm there.

——

¥e lave tried to tik % them and argued with them, bud you can't kesp | .
them there for that extira werk bessuse fhere is nod emeugh of 44, mnd
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the men that are there in the summer they loek foerward teo the 1littile
sxtra evertime.
Q. Well, when you reach the beundary line---when the Pacifis & Arstie
railway reaches the beundary line, what besemes ¢f the traia sand engine
srew! It gees on!
Well, they run threugh.
Thsy run through te Whitehorse!
They run threugh te Whitehorse. We operate it as ene divisien, 111 miles
long.
And the prepertiy there ie under another corperate name and ewnership!?
Yes.
But the sams engine and train orews rua frem Skagway te Whiteherose!
Yes; the operation is under ene head, altheough they are different com-
panies. |

Q. Btate vhotlior or ned it weuld be practicable---well, firet, I will ask

you what the hours ef that rua are.
A. The time eard runm is seven hours and fifiy minutes.

Q. Tersinal te terminal?

A. Terminal te terminal, yes, sir; se that a train eeming seuth wenld be
seven hours amd fifty minutes, if they were ea tims. Then whan they
reach Skagway, they have to discharge their passeagers, baggage, oxpress
and mall end them go bask mnd put their train away; se that in every
instance they would de ever eight heurs at it a day if they were en time,
and operating @ mixed service ms we do, we take, ‘wking the freight and
everything, a great doal of time. and we can't make e regular schedule
time vhen we have tuls fredght. A pesseuger train can be figured on e
groat deal oleser them & train that has freight en it.

Q- 1 show yeu & letter masked "Avetds Navigation Cempany---Amerieas Yuken
Mavigation Company, exhibit No. 1, and ask you if that is yeur sigaa-
ture! == st the bethem of the letter.
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Q. And that is a eemmunisatieon made by you to the chief clerk of the manager
in this matter!?

A. Yes.

Q. And the statements therein condained ame true, prepared by yeu persenslly?

A, Tes.

Q. From your ewn personal knewledge!

A, TYes,

Q. We ask t¢ file that Gevernmer.

(Exhibit No. 1 admittied) =
- \ |
Q. I shev yeu a papér which is marked Pasifie & Arctis Railway & Navigatien 1:

Cempany and American-Yukem Navigation Cempany in this hearing, exkibvit

No. 3, and ask you what that ig~--just generally.
A. This is e petitien frem eur employees at Skagway, asking that the eight~
r law be medified, permi #ting everdms.
. f:ﬂ—b\thnt men whose names are attached te this petition!
A. Tes.
Q. Vho circulated that petitien!

A. Seme workman, I think, a blacksmith er beilermaker.
Q. Blasksmiih named Bunting.

A. Ne; Dunting is a beilermaker.
Q. B4 the company request the employses to asign this petitien!?
A. Nojthat petition the esployees said that was what they wanted. They
; wanted an eight-hour day, but they wanted Ahe privilegs of werking ever-
time vhenever occasion requires i4. They figered i4 was es mich for
thelr wﬁﬂﬂfu the eempany. | | |
Q. What parcentage of your smployess st Skagay are imeluded in this pe- 18
A. Abeuwd ninety per cent. I think that they could hawe getien & fow mere

——— —" — e i i




- —— L

. e T S P T -

A,

A.

A.

(Exhibit No. 2 admitted in evidenee)
That is all, I think, Mr. HNam.

TESTIMONY OF W. C. BLANCHARD
M. Blamthard, will you give your imitials, please, to the reperter!?
¥. C. Blanchard.
And your cemmestion with the Pesifiec & Aretis Navigation Cempany!?
Chief elerk te the Gemeral Manager feor the past slevem years.
Stationed at---
Skagway
1 show yeu a paper, a letter addressed t» Mr. Wheseler, the General
Manager, signed by Mr. Miller, the General Auditer, and ask yeu if
you have eeen that befere.
Yes, sir; I have.
How 4id that cems to be prepared.
This letter was prepared at my regquest, to outlinme t{:_o conditions under
widch the Auditing Depariment weuld be compelled to cendust their effise
if the eight~hewr law was enferced.
Are you familiar snough---the duties of your effiee nake you familiar
emsugh with the Auditing Department te emable you te state, of your ewn
knowledge, whether or not the statements contained therein are true?
They are abaslutaly true.
You are familiar ensugh with that work to know!

I am; you.

That is exkibit No. 3, seme tile, exhibdt Ne. 3.
(Behivit Ne. § sduitted in evidence)

'u.g;a{-m'-
~We. Muirhead, whl) you glve yeur naus s ke reperder?

B. A. Muirhead.
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Ameriean-Yuken Navigation Cempany, River Divisien.

Oh, River Divigion. I itheught you said "railread.” In what capacity!?
Chief clerk te the superintemdsat

Now leng have you besn comnosted vith the cempany in that sapasity!?

Twe yoars---five years with the company, but twe years as ehief eclerk.
And your duties! Just gemerally, what are your duties! |
Well, assistant te the superintendent. |

You are familiar with the senditions and eperation of the River Divisien!?
i am.

In its different departments!?

I an

What d0 you know about the shertage ef laber in the eperatien of the
River Divisien, if there is say shertage!?

Well, the Amerisan Yukea Navigatien Company were shert all slasses of
steanbeat laber, wvith the emeption of offieers, during the past seasen.
That included deckhands, firemen and members of the steward's depari-
ment, the cooks and messmen.

What was the ecsasien fer the shertage!

Well, we had four erevs % start with and then they drifted away end

we wore unable Vo replace them in the seasen. Ve ran prestisally, I
supposs twe~thirds of the tripe ez the lower river we were short of mea.
Whoere doos your laber come frem!?

A groat deal of it comes frem the outeide. Of course, if a man quite,
we are ferced to replase him from laber svailable in the seuntry or
endeaver to uun some fm some other poeint.

Your meu on the River Divisdon work overtime!

They all do. e ' | "
hmmunmmumnumuwm
asked to work W! '

QM“ ﬁnMﬂMﬂWW'
_ﬂ%*ﬁ- um--m-u- enough overtime. Ve have

mh.‘ "., \l- ‘J_-‘.” ' ‘L




had statements made by the men (they have made them % me persemally) that

they would prefer e ehange te anether beat besamse they were umable te

make any oevertime on ike beat whieh they wore werking on, mmd they in-

formed me personally, ene erew has beasted to anether they were able o
nake more money where they were; but no eempleint has ever beem made
that they had tes mich werk te de. On the ecentrary they cemplain absut
net getting emsugh werk te de.

Your stesmers oarry mail'?

They de.

When your stesmers are delayed threugh running om barse, ets., and for
ether reasens, hew de you forward the mail.

We have mail launches on the lower river that eperate in ease u steamer
is delayed for any reasen. Thess lmuaches have a orew consisting ef

& pilet and engineer. In case ¢f a beat leaving St, Michasl, with o
heavy tew, she is soms time in reaching Tamama, snd we dispatech the
mall launch te take her mall and bring it wup se as te comply with eur
contraot, and if we wers ferced to deuble sur orews there, it would be
& oase of tying up semswhere and let them sleep. I den't knew where
they weuld aleep.

Then the exigencies ¢f the servise dees require them to work more than

eipht hours!?

It does at times; but taking the season straight through and averaging
it up, the men will net have werked eight howrs a day. There are days
that they runm, when running, sey 12 te 16 hours, depending upen weather
conditions, if 1% is light enough %o see. During the widdle of the
summer snd early part of the summer, 4% is 1ight all night and they
e run leng hewrs. There are other tmes when they would tie up fer
o wook or ton days bocauss there is »o meed. At this time they are mader
pay Just the same.

What are your principsl perts of eall in Alaska Territery and the lower
rivert




A, VWell, Eagle, Circle, Fort Yuken and Rampard, Tanama, wp the Tanmma
River, Hot Springs, Nemana, Telovana, Fairbanks, and, dewa belew Ruby,
Holy Croass, Iutl.r:C River sxd Dikeman smd te lditaroed, and up %, wp
the Keyukuk River te Bettles, and en the lower Yuken River, bdelew Hely
Cress, Marshall and 8%, Michael.

Q. And that entire Yukon Basin is served by water erafi!

A, Entire Yukem Basin.
Q. Just tell us very briefly the eperatien e¢f your stesmers with regard

te the necessity of working evertime---just briefly, that is all.

A. The stesmers leaving Dawsen er Rirbanks, defere making their +rip

from Dawsen or frem Bairbanks, they have %0 prebably lay ever there

24 hours anyway, and semetimes 48, depending on conditiens, and seme-
times even lenger, depending en cennsetions from up the river, that

is the sther fleet, and on geing dewm the river they have, they may have
& large amount of freight fer one special point. It may be no'u.uu-y,
of ceurse, to discharge that freight as quickly as possible., Leaving

- that poinmt, they may go fer i'u distance where they will handle frelight
beyond that fer :iu di stance, and, of ceurse, eur men will werk very
short heurs; sad at Tanana they are wsually there for saywhers frem 18
1o 48 hours, during vhieh time the majority ef the orew have practically
nothing %0 do, and up the Tasana River the same thing prevails until
resching Fairbanke. A% Fairbasks they lay over there 24 to 48 hours,
before prececding back down, and the samd condition applies between 5t.
Miohael and Tansna, between Holy Cress and Dikeman, and up the Keyukuk
River %o Bettles. Thers are times when there is a gregt deal of work

te do; there are other times when there is nothimg to de.

Q. Well, ase you able %0 handle your sargees with the veassels' srew at
these different pertst

A. We are not; we have t» pick up longshorsmen at various places, depending




on the smeunt of freight we have te discharge. There are agreat sany
instanses, especianlly belew Tanana, where we have a barge lead of
friight. or barges, a number of them te ens beat, and we set them out
whers the barge has the most freight, and set a barge lead of freight
for one point.. There we pick up all the aveilable lengsheremsa and
let them disocharge that beat under the supervisien of eur ageat at
that peint. At Ruby, fer instance, we pick up all the lengshoremen
ve san got a hold of 40 unlead these barges while they are therse.
Merchants erying fer their goeds as seen as a vessel arrives ia pers?
Yes, morchants crying for their goeds as seen as the beat gets in, and
vé have all the avallable laber and work them as leng as they are
willing to work. The nusher of shances during a seasea that these men
have te work are, of course, limited 40 the mumber of +trips that the
steoamers make with freighd fer these peints, and these men desire te
make all the money that they can

All the what'

A1l the money that they can during a seassn, if they are going te de-
vote their time 40 that werk. If it were divided inte shifts of sight

hReurs and the work was givem te the differemt erews. we would, ef course,

net be able %0 hold any of them, Because they would net stay there fer

the limited emoung of work they would gest.
What would be the result if you were required to put three shifts in
svery department upen your river eraft! What would be the result as te

space Tor fréight end passengers!?
Well, as near as I cen see, if we were foresd te put, to treble our

crow or double it, I can't see how we would be able % give amy decent
passenger service, becsuse the available reem weuld e filled up with

employses amd there weuld ba no reem for the passengers.

Now mny round Wripe doihe steamers make from Dussen, say, to the lemer
river and return ia & senssat
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From Dawson to Fairbanks we make seven, eight tripe dm'ing the season---

round trips.
And frem St. Michasl out!?
Ok, I presume six.
The utmost expeditien is exersised in erder to avail themselves of the
shert seasen! There is ne coertainty as % the water!
There is ns certainty as to the stage of the water and the danger frea
ice. It is an 0ld saying that a boat leaving the Tanama River fer Dawsena
should be eut of the Tamana River prier te the first of October te¢ be
safs. We have at the present time ene of eur steamsrs twelve miles
belew Chena, unable, ex aceount of the ameunt of ice rumning, te preceed
ts Chena er te Fairbanks for winter quarteirs. Therefere, she is lying
in the sleugh there, held in by the ice.
Q. HNow, this sondition ef the lengshoremen, the shertage ef laber that you
have spoken of , dess that ebtain at Rudy, Neasna and Fairbanks, Tenana,
Marshall, Holy Cress and these different ports?
It does at all eof the important statiens mentiened.
GOVERNOR STRONO: One moment, Mr. NMuirhead. What is ths average msumber
of men empleyed en your river stesmers---efficers smd crew!? |
The average number I would say it was detween 30 amd 35, depending upen
the si e of the boat and, therefers, the mumber of daek erew necessary
as its erew.
GOVERNGR STRONG: You employ mere eor less native laber as deckhands!?
 When necessary enly.
GOVERNOR STRONG: Oniy when necessary!
Only wvhea necessary.
SOVEINCR STRONG: They are not regularly employed!?
™ don’t sdm 0 empley them if we emm employ white laber.
GOVERNOR STRONG: TYeu do empley native pilete!
Only im cmses of emergencies _
| GOVERNOR STAONG: Ouly i case of smergemey. 1 kuow that in the sarly
days an the Yuken native pilets were largely empleyed. s




I den't think we employed a ene this past seasen. I i*k there ves
ens empleyed the season befere that for a few deye waly.

GOVERNOR STRONG: Mew is the native laber, plemtiful! e---at the dif-

ferent points aléng the river, say, Cirole, Fort Yuken, Tanama, Rampars,
Muby, Lewis Landing, Nulate.
That depeads en the seassm. In ease the huating is geed we emn't get

eny Indians at all. Just the minute the huntiag seasen somes en, we

1ese them all.
(JUDGE GORHAM,) Is there any part of the seasen wvhem white labor is

scarce and you are unsble to sesurs all the white laber you want!?

Vell, h*; th_ past season, right during the middle of the summer, i4

wvas especially searce.

Why!

I de net know. They seemed te bave gene. There are, of esurse, smamll
stampedes that take o small musber of men frem eur Beat. There will be

five or wix men leave fer evary stampede.

TESTIMONY OF E. P, DEFUR

You are am empleyee of the American-Yukon Nevigatien Company!?
Yes.
In what capasity
Well, ehief slerk at 8%, Michasls in Limmsdiate sharge of handling the
freight business and gemersl tramspordation business at that peint.
How leng have you eesupied that positien? |
For four yours with tkis sompany.
_'ﬂ prisr % that!?
Prier %0 ot I was widh the old Northern Navigation Company in the
Q. Buse plase?
A. Yes,

¢




Q. Noew, I wish yeu would state, Mr. Depue, just how the business of the
Ameriecan-Yuken Navigatien Company is ocarried em at 8t. Michael. Just

glve us & little histery er resume, or rather a bird's-eye view of the

physical cemditiens, the cengestien, if any, arieing from the ecomn
earriers coming in and hew they come in and what seasens.
A. VWell, I will start withk the beginning of the seasen there. These sctan

beats that we somnest with, there's twe companies eperating-~-the Alasks

Steawship Company and the Pacifie Cemet Steamship Company (new the
Paocific Steamship Cempany) They all start their beats out of the seast
about the same time in erder to get threugh the Pase in the time the law
allews, which, if I remember, is June 7 er 8, # naturally both these
beats are in 8t. Mishael just about the ssme ﬂ.‘---‘

Q. I am familiar with all that, Mr. Depue, theroughly; se yeu ean pass en
te the mext.

A. ¥Well, then we start unleading the freight. As seen as a boat gets in
(of course, we have got & list of how the freight is stered, ete.) and
ve immediately start in to take eare of it and put barges areund that
beat te lesd as per the plans fer the different polntc-:-ufrornt barges
for the different terminmals like, we'll say, = barge fer Fairbanks, &
barge for lditared and maybe one for Ruby. It all depemds en the tem-
nage. Anyhew, we have thres or four barges around the beat. 0Of ceurse,
we ofart in werking & minimum of twe gangs of mem, and 17 that beat
should happen 4 be there very long, possibly we put en three gange of
mon. Each ene of ibcnﬁpﬁuldhanll. 16 mea and a foreman,

and, of course, s shesk eclark te check the freight off the bomts. Well,
-umm. of uuu.‘ﬂothor boat esmes in, we have to prepare
et once te take care of that beat; that is, start te discharge her, and
we work sometimes four er five gamgs en these ddfferent beats. Naturally
the beats want to got oud end dlecharge as soon as pessidle, ead we
want %0 ged ‘he frefght édocharged as sven as possidle mmd sderd gotiing
in shape %¢ move it up the river. Of course, it don't slways happen
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A.

that the way we place those barges is geing % be right, fer the reasen

that the freight den't coms of f right., Ve might be delayed in switeding

- those barges around. That is one of the conditiens, of ceurse, we have

to figure en.
Gom STRONG: You are delayed by etormsa!

Pessibly about the time we get all set a sterm comes up er the weather
changes, se¢ that we might have to stari pulling the barges <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>