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men simply get together, drew up a reselution and presmmted it te Mears, d

aftor he teok it under sdvisement, he granted time and a Mmlf for evartime,
and there would de evertine work only at such times as it wae necessary fer

- il

the maintenznce of the read. Frem that lu on there has beam very little
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overtime md very 1ittle Sunday werk, aad they have never had say tremble
at Ancherage outside of their first strike. I think anybody will admit that
a 74 oents sm hour fer Interior Alasks ien't sufficiemt fer s man to exist |

on. ‘
; GOVERNOR STRONS: That was the n-fn of 19287 | |
MR, MANDLE: Yes. Outaide of thai, after thay get that adjusted, they
have always gottem aleng very nicely, snd any differemces that coms up were
slways settled by a committies from the working mea with Mears and there
has mever been any further {irouble of smy kind. A resdjustaeat is wmés svery '
yoar. The next readjustment will seme again in A pril. Last ysar the Com

mission gave the men a five-cent raise.

GOVERNOR STRONG: Mr. Nandle, you have had s geed deal of experiencs as
s mechanic. In your-opinion, dees & reduction of the hours eof laber neces

sarily mean a corresponding reductien in the cutput?

MR, MANDLE: Mo, mo; I do mot. Judging frem the men workiag aleageide
of me and by myself, they fesl that thay wre willing % quit and are tired
ot the ond of sight Meurs. That is, if they were put % work tem hewrs,
they would simply slew up their epsed 90 as to be sble e sndure the tem
Meurs, and the produatien, it suything, I Daideve wexld be desreased. |

MR. DOYLE: I was i the eeniractiiag business in Primse Rupert and deme
® @od deal of tilding thers. I werked sy wen whht hoirs and the olher
mmmm»ummumum
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MR, MANDLE: I belisve, Gevernor, that statistics chew that there has
been more officiemey amd better werk ia every way under the edghi-hewr day

than there was under the tem-lour, lﬁ produce better wrk amd mere werk.

| Imnﬂ ihgt is en.reeerd in the Gevernment statistdes.

Now, there was a case in the shops. It was rather lsughable, They

woere turning dows sar vheels, and this mechanic he sald that he was ﬁum
the same amouat that he turned outside, tut ene fersmen came slong mmd

says %0 him, "Bob, esn't you speed up a litile bi1"

"Well,” e says,

"I tell yeu, it is running fast enough l'orn;. es meoh as 1 can sfand and
14 49 as much as the mechine will ctand, and if 4¢ desmn't run fast ewmuph
% suit you, you ¢an go and have it made." M'iﬁ-mﬁuuﬁif s goed
many mox if they wre going te be erewded in their werk mere.

- Now, I talked with Brown & Hawkine, the biggest mercani¥ils stere ia
Anghepage, and they told me what they faver the eight~hour law, snd ether

i
business houses say that it iz the finest thimg that sver happensd 40 the !
commnity. |

MR, HARRISON: In ether worde, elght hours of free-will, velustary werk "

or tomn hours of compulsory work, the eight wurs weuld be preduciive of the
best results eovery time.

MR, BANDLE: TYes, i% just like the eld ssying, "You ¢am lead & heres e H
water, but you ean'd make him drink.” | | |
. DOYLE: namummhmmmuu
muwmwuﬂﬁmum!ﬂfﬂﬂf
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ARGUMENT AND STATEMENT OF SENATOR O. P, HUBBARD

Hen., J. ¥. A. Streng,
Geverner,
Junean; Alaska

Sir: 3

In the interest ¢f these whom I persemally represent, and whese cre-
dentials I have filed, and in the interest of that large bedy of wage saraers
and salary earners vin balieve that the General eight~hour law sheuld net be
susponded, I respectfully submit for your censideratien the fellewding argu-
mont and statemmnt against such suspensien.

It is freely comceded that this is net a preceeding te determine the
constitutionality of thie law; that it is rather a proseeding %o aseertain
fasts whish weuld justify its modification or mmspansion, and to determine
the methed of precedure vhers medification or suspension is justifiable. Laws
are net suspended for the expense ¢f a telegranm or aay number of ‘el ograme
or for the writing of a letter or any mumber of letters. The suspensien of
e law, even in war times, is an umusual power, eamd it can only be dene emd
ought never to be done, save where the conditiens are imperative, the justifi-
cation complete and strietly as a war measure. The party or parties, the
partnership, eompamy or corperation petitisning for the suspeasion of a law
should be required to show that the condidiens are full and cemplete and that
they are strictly for war purpeses. Teo illustirate, & sewmill asking fer the
suspensien of this law shwuld be sble to shew that it had a eontracst 4o sup-
ply the government with lumber frem its mill and that it eeuld met comply
wvith its centract unless the "restristieons™ of the law were medified or sus- t
pended as t0 its mill; it i net 2 guestion of wages, other expenses or
profite; it mset show physical impossidility te accemplish ite cemtract under
the lawv and physisal possibility to accemplish the sentrast Af the law is
modified or suspended snd that the material is fer war purpeses. The fere-
going illustration as to & sew mill i9 equally applicable %0 amy ether inm-
dustry in the Territery of Alaska, and by reasen of the fast that there are I
meny telograme and letters on file iz the reserd from lecal membors of 4w
beard of National Defense, recommending the suspemsion of this lew, it will
net be imapprepriate % leek into the methed of precedure for he
of a low by the President ¢f the United States. ALl Govermment

subgentrasters 4in the
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it is previded. "That in ease of Natiemal emergency the President
is emtherised to suspend provisieans ¢ lew prehibiting mere thmm
oight hours laber in any ens day of persens engaged upen werk
sovered by centrasis wvith the Suited Stabes. M.
That the wages of persens ampleyed upen mmeh 4
eoomputod o a basic day rate e¢f eight heure werk, with overtims
rates te b paid for at net less than time and ene-half for all
hours woerk in excess of eight hours,.” I do herely suspend the
provisiens of law prehibiting more them eight heurs of laber in
any one day by persens emngaged in the extemsions, alterations,
ote,, of the above-mentiensd buildings belenging 4o the Govern-
mont in the bdlesk en the west side of feurteonth sireet, X. V.,

botwoen E. sireet and Pennsylvemia Aveme, N. V., Washiagten,
D. C. This oerder will take offest frem and after 4his date.

(Frem p. 118, Monthly Review o¢f the U. 8. Laber Statisties,
vel. V1, Jemary, 198 ,mumber 1)

There is ne more impertant agensy emgaged in the great war werk thmm
the Shipping Beard, of which Mr. Hurley is Chairman and Nr. Stevens is Vice
Chairmen, I4 has been urged by shippers that the Shipping Deard reconmend
Congress %o suspend the Sesmen's ast during this war., These are Mr. Stevean's
words on the point: .

"Every previgien of law which the Natienmal Geverament has passed
for the dettar pretectien of 4he workers, I belisve cught te stamd
unless 1% is ebvious teo everybedy that it is a serieud mensse mnd
a serious obstasls te the afficiency of lader. This is dreught
partisnlarly heme 40 the BShipping Board becmuse a goed mmy nmm
engaged in the shipping business haw wged the deard % recom-
mend 4o Congress the suspension ¢f the se-~cnlled LaFellette
Seamen's Ast during the war. Lot ms say right here, with em-
phasis, that the Shipping Beard dese met prepese % recemmend
to Cengress the suspension of way set which the Amsricam pespls

v pasesd for the detter pretection of the safety and welfare
oi" saflers on the sea.”

(Page 113, Monthly Review, sumra) .
I desire to reiterate sand enderse the msgertion eof

on baMl? of b
, Revised Statutes, U.8.)
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Gevernment has passed fer the better pretection of the werkers,” and ke
emphatie deoslaration that the 8hipping Beard deoes net prepase to recommend
e Cengrese the mugension ¢f any ast vhish the imerdicmn )u’ll has passed
for the better pretestion of the saflety amd welfare of the cupleyens of

the Govermment, eught to do o complete answar ¢ the requests of the peti-
tieners for the suspemsion ¢f the Alaska law. It must b eonceded that he
is speaking vith antherity, end frem a large sxperisnee in ti matter of
the emplegment of laber. He is alee fully infermed as te the laber cendi-
tions wiish provail tireugheut the country, and what 4% i tnt is cmusing
the prevalling laber trewbles. He is in cless touech with the Federal Medi-
ation Comminsion. He knows, in the language of the Cemmission, that

"#he unrdet vhich at the hetteom is the assertien of luman dgnity, fosuses
upen o dommnd for the edght-hour day.” We in Alaska are painfully fesliliar
with the disturbed conditien eof the lo and milling industey on the
Pagifis Goust, snd the repert of the Fe Nediatien Commiseiom, pullished
in the Seatile Sunday Times of the tenth imstant, contains mseh interesting
matter end some of it is not winlly inspplicable 40 the preceeding in wiieh
we are new sngaged, espesially as twe idle saw mille in Alaska have re-
quested that the sight~hour law be suspended in their interest. An excerpt
from the repert reads:

“The unrest which at bettem is the asssrtien of humen dignity,
fesuses upen 2 domand for the eighi~heur day. It is almest the
only largs industiry on the eonst in which the dasie elght-hour
day dees 2ot prevall. The operaters doggedly eppose the eight~
hour day en the greuad that they are unable te meet Seuthern com-
petitien eperating under lenger heurs. They were unasquainted
with the temdemciss revealed by the imtredustion of the eight- heur
day in ether industiries and the experiments e¢f the British Mimistry
of Banitions as t0 the relatien between sherter hours and eof fieciency.

In 4ruth, we cannet oseaps the eenvietien that with tee many
eppesition to the eight~-leur day has beceme a matter of pride in-
li::. of judgment, a relustance to yiald after having defeated the
st

On the other hand, the shange has beem intredusced by far-
sighted smpleyers, particularly twee en the Inlemd Bmpire dlo-
trioct, net by way of yiadlding te threats, dut as intreducing o
i.: .tnonﬂu. recegnised ae a desirable natiensl peliey fer
in ry.

In the judgaeat of the cemmission the intreductien of in
basie eight~heour day in the Pasifie Nerthwest lumber industry &
indispensable a» a of mational need. :u-mumu
erdor to ssmurs in the iadustiry, officimey of output,
and to obtain am mmuurmammm-
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practically assured.”




